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The Dedication. 


have Farid a,more Proper "IM 


ron than, your Lordſhip ; 


whom. all muſt ackn owledge 


to be-a Favourer and Prote- | 


cor of Religion, Virtue, and 


| whatſoever is Praile-worthy a= 
mongſt men. I am very ſenfi- 
ble, that my {mall Station in 


che Ch arch,” might very well 


have excus'd me, from, engag- 
10g inan argument which may 


jultly require a Perſon of more 


"therkis e:4n the ſanie plairineſ 
"takhs- A. pe. . and 
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Dignity, Learning, and Lei- | 
ſure, but I am at the fame 
rime very well fatify*d; that | 
your: Lordſhipjand all good | 
-rien | will nor. expe& much, | 
tle 1s given ; and. 


'- tt to your 
token, how much, 


. 
. 

/ 

1 - 
, 


» 


, 


and fincerity 


wrote it, I preſumeto. 


Lordſhip, 


Tour Lordſhip's mo&t 1 


and Obliged Servant, = 
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-. - The Dedication: 
wherein I at fir 
dedicate 
as a {mall © 
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_ Matth 


I am, 


mble, 
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Courteous Reader, SR 
b I am not of the Opyrti- 
T hat whoſoever writes 
| & Book, qught to write a 
- _ » Preface ( for ſome are 
© good that they need. none , 
"and ſome ſo bad that they don't 
deſerve one ) yet T1 think my 
ſelf to Iye under an obligation, > £0 
—_— - give 
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To the Reader. 


Reaſons, which induced me to An- 
ſwer a Book, which if it bad. its 
due deſerts, ought- to be confined to 
frlence and darkneſs for ever. 1.1 
might here alledge in the farſt Place, 
that the TraQtatus Theologico- 
Politicus, hgs. not| as ;yet {he . hon- 
our, to. recetve an intire. confutati- 
on, from:-any one Learned Hand, 


that I know in Europe. _ "Biſhop Boyl 


in "bis little Body of Divinity, and* | 


4 


almoſt all our. Moderns, who bave 


wrote in Vindication of the Serip- 


. tures, have taken notice of Divers 


of its dangerous poſitions, as they 


bye ſcattering up and down, in al- | 
moſt. every page of We from whence | 


»«, 


| TJ might have leave to conclude, that 


: 


thief Objeions,. againſt the Autho- 


rity ,of the Scriptures 'one by 'one; a 


Calleffive Anſwer to the whole Book, | 


would 


[4 1 
. . 
" 
- 
In 


that it was neceſſary to Anſwer the | 


To the Reader. 
J- DAY be more ſatisfaftory to the world, 
| and more beneficial to the publick Good. 


\ And therefore I 'was not induced to 
- undertake this task, becauſe I thought 
j- none could do. it better, but becauſe 
_— before me bad began fo uſeful 
| a: work. , I confider'd alſo in the ſe- 
| cond place; that moſt who' have wrote 
} upon this Sabjef, have either done 
F i# mn ſuch a: Plc manner, 


| - os is -not eaſily gnte ligible by the. 
: "Vulgar, or have'; proceeded again#s 


 bim, and bis Party, by ſuch P tlolo- 
| gical Arguments, as. tho very Lear- 
ned, 'yet at mo$t are but C onjeftural, 
and therefore never can convince 4. 
Ft ſtubborn Sceptitt, tho they: are very 
[7 Pleafing to  Ingenious Men. Now tho 
this way of Writing, is very tak-" - 
| ang, whilft the Arguihent. is only 
toſs'd too and fro amongſt Learned 
Men, yet it is. not ſufficient, when 
| ſuch Deiſtical Principles begin to be. 
| cok -and. ſeize. upon the minds 
| of: 


\ - Cot RR 
2 


To the Reader. 


of thoſe, who thaugh they want 


Reafon , yet ſtand in need of no 
Obſtinacy to defend the | ſame. And 
therefore once this Book has, as [I 


am informed, received lately. ſome im- 
| prefſrons in ' our own L anguage -wat 4 
thought it might not be amiſs to ad- 
minister the antidote, "in the ſame 
vehicle, in which the Party has:pre- 
ſented the Poyſon. ; and waving all 
Conjettural Arguments that are drawn 
from: bumane Authority, or whoſe 
force: depends upon the knowledge of 
Books, or are too remote from con- 
mon Senſe, to be underſtood by. all 
' Men ; 1 have laid down chiefly 
"fach Principles, as all may under- 
ftand, and all who uuderſtand them 
mu 


muſt needs admit to be true : And 


T hope that it will- be apparent from 
his , That "they « areas 

their Religion , into which they are 
| Baptized, muit, Renounce their Rea- 
fon too ," which they boaſt to > 
| TR their 


» of 
" 4 
. . 


.-.- Tothe Reader. 
ther only guide. Nor am I igno- 
rant. that the Author of this Book, 
' was- Very well gerſed ( pardon" ſo: 
favourable an expreſſion) in the 
Writings of Moſes and the Prophets ; 
underſtood the Original Language , 
and bad made a diligent" ſearch, to 
| find all weak places, wheran he 
} might Aſſault and Ruine- the im- 
pregnable Fortreſs of Reveal'd Res 
ligion. Mr. Hobbs had another way 
£ trifling with thoſe Books of *Serip= 
ture, and wrefting ſome © particular 
places to Ins odd Opinions : But 
i this Author. begins at the Very Root | 
and Foundation, by taking away all 
'> Piwvane om from Prophecy, 


| Morales, or Inſpiration, and making 

. 8Hl the ſacred Pen-men, to be no 0+ 

ther than either 'Mad-nien, or Impo- 

ftors. Now tho ſuch ſentiments, 
onght ' rather to be puniſhed by the 

Fudge, - than refuted by the Divine, 

{ yet ſince too much liberty bas _ 
< 7 w 
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To the Reader. 


ed the Reins; (both -of Civil and. 


EcclefpaSiick Power, it is neceſſary 


that ſuch Weapons ſhould be uſed, 
as.; are, therefore left us, becauſe. | 
they could not eaſily be "taken away. 


And I thought it would be at leaſt 


 ſome- puniſhment,” as. it were, to the 


very Shades and Manes of this Au- 


thor, to ſhew. the world, that 'be, 


who ſo long has ' found a place -in 


the - Libraries and' Hands 'of wery 


Learned. Men, does ſcarce for | bis_ 
ſtupidity, and trifling way of Guns 


. merit to obtain. a place amongſt. t 


loweſt - forms of inferiour Animals : 


. And I am ſure if he. could ſay noe. 


thing to. the purpoſe” againſt | Re- 


_weaFd_' Religion, bis: little Diſcples 
of \ the T own, - can ſay a great deal. 
lefs. But indeed: tbe Sl, motive 


of all, was the general di poſition of 


men of all Degrees. and Capacities in 
this. Age, to ridicule our Religion, as 
much. as "they. can, nay, a ag>* 5 
"HP PE Er I ar- 


0. }] 


_ ) en 


To the Reader: 


fucker than. their own Abilities 
wall give: them leave. How will 


ſome Little - People vent a Feſt 


_upon the Bible, or; argue” againſt 


Moſes , who never regd a Chapter 
m it, "with that Attention which 
is due to .thoſe; Sacred Writ- 
ings; And never, even in their 
Younger Days, knew. any. thing 
beyond a Play or a- Romance.-- 1 
will not ſay, That too much Li- 
berty. has given Opportunity. to 


Deiſm, to grow up - with: thoſe. - : 
other Weeds that infeſt this Na- 


tion : Though if 1 hhould, tt might 


be found. to appear not' very unlike- 


ly to thoſe who conjider,, that Mr. 


k- Hobbs s. Leviathan, was: brought 


forth in the- like times of Liber- 


ty, and thatthis Author | pleads 
_ for nothing - -more.. than Liberty 
..to_ Exclude. /the Conſcientious 


Fear of. God. out - of the; World : 


;- ut. certain it us, "That the: Ge- 


neral 
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To theReader. 


neral "Corruption of 'Manners., 


Contempt of the Clergy. ; Bold ] 


Agitation of the Socinzan Con- 
troverſy, amongſt the Greateſt 


Men of. the. ſame Church, do 

render diſcourſes of this Nature 

very nece Pa, to ftop the Mouths 
ock 


of thoſe ers, whom. ot. Pe- 


ter long fince Prophecy'd ſhould . - 


come in the laſt days, ſaying, 


__ is the promiſe of his Com-- 
ing? 


For fince the Fathers fell aſleep, 
All things continue as they were, 


from the beginning of the:Crea- 
tion. 1 will add but one word more, 


and that #5, To acquaint thee, 
that - my def on being -only: to 
Anſwer this Author, ] have fol- 


lowed : him exactly ( ward. woes ) 


as being 


baving 


' fo the End. of wc 7th Chapter, \F- 
and- there left him, | 


weary of going further after 2 
falſe-. _ 'tO NO purpoſe. For 


Fg +4 4 ” 
I A EE 
, : 


> Tothe Reader. 
 baving conſider d all bis Cavils, a- 
 gainſt the Prophets, Prophecy, Di- 
1 _ vine Law, Miracle s,and Interpretation 
| of Scripture, I thought it - altogether 
needleſs to proceed any further. 

- And thus having given thee an 
Account of my deſign, I muſt leave 
the performance to thy favourable 
[3 —_— and wiſh thee a bearty Fare- 
well. OO. 
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PREFACE 


Prat Fatus Thobgic P orien 


Here was not long fiace a young 
Gentleman, whoſe Name was 
 Scepticus, who was pleaſed to 
retire from the noiſe of theTown, | 

into the more refreſhing Solitude of the 


 healthfulCountry.He was ofa fieryGenius, 


always eager after new things, arid moſt 
pleaſed with thoſe Thoughts, which he 
| thought were fartheſt removed out of the 
Road-of the Vulgar: . 'He: had began his 
Studies with a diligent Perufal of the Claſ- | 
* SobAuthors,from whom hereceived a deep 
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impreſſion of all thoſe Beauties, both of 
Thought and of Exprefſion, which. areſo 
viſibly Eminent in thoſe Antient Writers; 
from thence he proceeded to the- Perufal 
of the Moral” V Vritings of the Antient 
Philoſophers, but preſently taking a diſ- | 
guſt at Notions he thought: too obvious 
and common, he flew from thence -to the .. 
Atomica]Philoſophy,as it ſtands revived by 
Des Cartes,Gaſſendas and others: This pleaſed 
himfor a ſeaſon extreamly, becauſe it gave 
no deferen&e  Authority,but let looſe the 
mind ofman,to enjoy its primitive liberty of 
Thinking, and gave him: vaſt Ideas of 
what mighty things might be done by - 
mere Matter and Motion. But coming a- 
broad into the V Vorld, and finding that - 
- . Religion was the grand' Theme of all }- 
Mens diſcourſe, as well thoſe who lived 
according to'its Rules, as thoſe whodidnot, Þ}.. 
he reſolved to applyhis mind-to ſearch into” ?) 
itsabſtruſeft Miſteries. And it happening | 
 atthat time the Socinian Controverſie was 


revived with a greardeal of heat, he applied | 


his mind very.diligently to read all the So- 
ciman Authors. He was a long time much 
ro with their V'Vritings, becauſe they : | . 
ſeemed to Tnterpret Scripture With an ayre_ | - 
and freedom, which he of all things mioft 

affeQ6d; and: extolld Human ney ind 


\ 


ſuch a height, aswas moſt agreeable to the 
Towring thoughts | of his own Ambition. 
But 6oding at laſt, thatthoſe V Vriters had 
an exceltleng knack of making the Scriptures 
ſpeak whatſoever was agreeable to their 
own Sentiments ; It bred in him an Admi- 
_ ration ofthe Ingenuity of thoſe VVriters, © 
but a_ contempt of the Scriptures them- - 

4 © felves, - which. he caſily perceived, had. no | 
.command over theſe Authors, whom: he 
molt admired. it was his misfortune at 
theſame time to light upon 'the : Trattatus 
Theolegico Pdliticus,of Spinoſa. This tiirn'd: 
him a petfet'Deift, he threw away his 
Bible, and ſet up this Book in the room of it. 
He now thought himſelf tobe ſet at liberty: 
-- abovethe. {laviſh condition of thoſe; who 
} - thought they were' & be ruPd by their 
- . Bibles; and ſo fond was he of this Author, 
| that every Summer, he. carried him into 
F. the Fields with him in hi$ hands; and' each 
4* Winter he wore him in his Maif. -There 
liv'd in the Neighbourhood an Old Grave 
-| Divine, who, inc6mpaſſioa to his Youth; 
| -. didoften pay this Young Man a Viſit ; and 
- | Had-often been laugh'd at: by him wn the 


b 


” 


= 


,xPulpir, for his Zeal for Religion. He came 
+ to him one day in his Garden, as he was 
reading in this Author, and ſeem'd altoge-; 
therraviſh'd with the-Entertajament ; Tg | 


2 


ZSD 


being well acquainted with him, was thus 
_ familiarly pleafed to accoſt him. 


Logic. Sir, you ſeem mightily pleaſed ; 
Pray, what Book is that you hug, with] ſo 
mnch'Extacy and Rapture ? | 

. Scept. Tt is a Book ſoagreeable to No 
Reaſon, which ever ſince my Childhood, 
ſtruggled fot Freedom from Popular Er- 


rors, that I embrace it as my Deliverer 
from the Darkneſs, under which I was 
bred,, by ignorant Nurſes, Tutorsand Ma- -' 
ſters; and as ſuch I recommend. it, to the 


peruſal of all thoſe, who rather defire to be 
Men betimes, than live long, till they are 
long' Beards 


over-grown Children, wit 


and ſhallow Brains , crembling at the | 
'Thoughts of Invitible Powers. 


| Logic. 1 ſuppoſe then you are feedi 
upon a Limb of Hobbs's Leviathan, a 
are ' juft now returning Thanks /to the 


tion: 


ous Bugbears, But this Author deſerves ra- 
ther to be eſteemed hs Tutor than his Stho- 


lar ; He has ſuch a Knack of Expoſing all | 
' the Defeffs of thoſe Books you call the 


Scriptures, with that Strength of -Reaſon, 
ly 


or \ 
BY 


' Lord knows what) for the plentiful Colla-. \ 


 __ 'Scept, Hobbs was indeed a very pretty | 
_ Fellow, and not eaſily ſcared with. Relrg:- 


and Solidity of Judgment, that apparent- 


Taos E233 | 

ly ſhews it to be the Work of the Incom- 

|. - . parible Spenoa.. | EE, 

1 Logic. I ſuppoſe it is then his Fraifatus 

| Theologico Politicus. Pray what is the De- 

ſign of that Celebrated Book ? _ 

- - Sept. That is beſt.known by the Pre-pRe"*- 

- face, where he firſt ſhews, "That if Me this Au- 

| lived always in Proſperity, and by their own thor, 
good Conduct conld become Maiters of their 

_, oſt deſired Events, they would never be en- 


| when they are driven into thoſe Straits, from 
_ which they cannot expedite themſelves, they are 
apt to believe any thing ; the Mind is tumbled 
up and down between Hope ana Fear, and not 
kowing where to reſt on Earth, looks ap for 
a ſupport from Heaven i, Implores the Deity 
with Tears diſeracefal to any Woman ; runs 
after Augurs, South-ſfayers, and Conjurets, 
and hunts for inſpiration, in Fools and Mad- 
- mex. An example of which he gives us in 
Alexander, 'who had in any difficulty re- 
courle to his Prophets, as Servants of his 
Gods, . but in proſperity forgot both them 


and their TOW: E-7O 
Logic. And what does he infer. from 
hence? | 


| Scept. That Men are prone to Sper/titi- 

. 0n by Fear only, and not by any Innate Senſe of 
4 Deity, as you Divipes would make us beheve. 
es "BR 3 Logic. 


S 


1, tangled with the vanity of Superſtition. But * + 


0.” & 


ity 
Mt 


| VS. ew'd leſs Fear,at 


(.6) 


Logic. But what if this Grand Suppoſi 


tjon, That Men are on'y Superſtitions in; Ad- 


werſty, is altogether falſe, and to be refu- 
ted by Ten Thouſaqd 1»-farces, both Na- 
tional and Perſonal, Ancient and Modern? 
The Jews were never more ſuperſtitious, (if 
the Idolatrois W orſþip of the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, is Superſtition) than in their Higheſt 
Pr oſperity For then they became aſhamed 


as it were of the Rites and Ceremonies 


taught by Moſes, and grew ambitious of ri- 


_ yalling their Neighbouring Nations, in all ' 


the Gallantry and Pageantry of their ſuper- - 
fiitious Wo hep. So that your admired Au- 


thor, by poring upon Quintns Curtins, for 


one ſingle Inſtance, has quite forgot the z«- 
me 0us Exariplesto the contrary, which he 
might have tound in almoſt every Leaf of 
the Bible, or Page of 'Livys Hiſtory. 
 Secept. Don't tell -me of Jews ; I believe 
we know little of them, but what ſome 


Modern Impoftors have convey!d to us; it 


is apparent to me, that all the reſt of Man- 
kind, are driven to _ ſition oy Fear 
caly. 

ogic. Not fo aide 


"Pray what Na- a- 
more Superſtition 
than the Ancient 1 omans ? . And whatNa- 
tion had ever more Victories, and more Al- 
tars than that Famous Monarchy 4 Who. 


were Ever more punCtual in Tas 


EE. T_ 


+ 


(7) 


Thanks to their ſuppoſed Deizies, than their 


Senate and Generals? And. yet Iam inclin'd - 
to think, that they did not much fear their 
Exemies, when they returned Thanks to 
their Gods that they had beat *em, and that 
it was rather a ſenſe of Gratitude than of 


. Fear, which was the Mother of that Pom- 


us Devotion. ._ 

Scept. You talk of whole Nations by the 
Lump ; can you give any Inffance tothe 
contrary 1n a fingle Perſon ! WE: 

Log. Yes, Sir, that I can, without tumb- 
ling over any large Volumes of: Hiſtory : 
Nebauchadnezzar wasa FortunatePrince,and 
Great C6nqueror; nor did I ever hear that 
he was very much a Coward ; and yet he 
kept (ſee Dan.2.2. ) ſeveral Nurſeries of Ma - 


gicians, Aſtrologers and Sorcerers, to_ intere 

pret Dreams, prediQt Futurities, andinſtrutt 
his Court and People in the ſuperſtitions Cas 
' ſtoms of that Age and Nation. g 

cept. But tho he was ſecure for the pre- 


ſent, yet perhaps his fear of future Evils jn- 


clin'd him to ſo much Superſtition: 


Log. Whatthen do you think of his Gra- 


| titude to Heaven, when hewas returned to 
\ his Reafon and his'Throne (Dax.4.27.)and 


no Paſſion but Joy could: find room 4n tus 


© Breaſt, was that alſo the Effe& of Fear? 
* Scepr. Lamnotinlovewith Scriprare-Exe 
_amples : Tet us haye One outof ſomehoneſt 


Pazzy Author. B 4 ; Tops 
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nl Then your own admired Cartins, 
ſhall be mynext Witneſs, even 1a that very. 
Alexander, whom with equal front and ig> 
norance, cites to the contrary; for no man. 
was ever more ſuperſtitious than that Gre- 


£ian Conqueror, when he was in the midſt. 


of all tus Triumphs, andas far from Fear as 
from Agverlity ; it was then that he fanci. 
ed himſelf to be the Son of Jupiter, an En- 
thuſiaſm not eaſy to be parallelPd, and im- 


_ Pofflible to be exceeded by any) and thejoy 


of this, joyned with his other good fortune, 
ſo far tranſported him, that it quite exclu- 
ded all that ſuperſtitious Fear, which his 
Southſayers endeavoured to raiſe, by forbid- 
| iid; into the fatal City of Ba- 


Fear, by its natural Energy, is the only 
cauſe of Superſtition, nor can you aſſign a- 
| 3-0. ha 
ny other. ES RR 
Log. Yes, Hope and Lyve are as certain 
Motiyestowhat youcall Seperſtition, as Fear 


or Sorrow. For havenot Men Worſhippeda 


Wrong Dong, or theTrue God the Wrong 


Way, (which is-the Whole of Superſtition) 
out of hopes of being made more Happy ? 
 Elfe how came the moſt Ancient Pagans to 


xify.che oft benign of their Friends and 
enefattors ? CRE | 


Sept. 


Scept. Alexander, tho a G reat Man, yet” 
was but One Man; Youcannotdeny, that 


| 


T1 


('9 | 


Szept. T hope you will at leaſt grant, that 


| Superſtition ariſes 'from the Paſhons of 


Mankind; as may ſufficiently be ſeen by its 


 mutable Nature, and not from any Idea of 


a God, that is obvious to the Reaſon of all 


Men. 


Log. All Religion (which your A—calls | 
Superſtition)does not take its Original from 
the-Paſſions, but from the Reaſoz of Man- 


; kind. - No man that is not perfectly mad, 


would Love, or Fear, or Worſhip a God, 


. or any Inviſible Power, unleſs he was firſt 
fully perſuadedof the real Exiſtence of ſuch 
. 2a Being or Beings, that cen hurt, or elſe re- 


lieve him :. For the Paſſions, tho never ſo vi- 


_ olent, could never hurry on a Manto Wor- 
ſhip a What he thought to be a Nox-ers, 
_ that had no Exiſtence but in his own Fancy. 


And this is the Reaſon, Why Beaſts, that 
are capable of Hope, and Fear, and Love, (or 
at leaſt ſomething very like thoſe Paſſions ) 
are yet ſtrangers toall manner of Religion, 
viz, becauſe they have no previous Notion 


of a Deity, to ſtir up thoſe Paſſions in them: 


Otherwiſe an Hare, that flies from all 


* things, would beas ſuperſtitions as the-4- 


lexaxder the Great, who made all to fly be-. 


fore him. 


Scept. w Notion is, Thar it is the Fear 
p 


of Mankind, yyorking viotently upon the 


Underſtanding, that created all Notion of 


. Tnvifible Povvers. Lax. 


{ 


m9 | 
Log. And my Notion is, 'Thatit is the 
Reaſon of Mankind, - that conld not ſolve. 
the Creation of the World, and the Origi- 
nalof Man,but by having Recourſe to fome 
Firſt Cauſe, vyhich ->cited the Paſſions of 
Man toadore their C tor, and thoſe other 
Inviſible Powers, wwhich they preſumed did 
govern the World under him. , 
Scept. I donot ſpeak of Natural, but that 
which you Dvizes do.call Revealed Relt- 
gion. This is that Grand Cheat that the 
Priefts in all Ages have dreſ(s'd up in Vart- 
ous Habits to pleaſe the Vulgar, whoare al- 
ways of a mutable Temper, and to keep 
them in ſubje&ion to thoſe Monarchs who 
' want a Bridle to. reſtrain unruly Subjetts. 
But nothing 1s more fatal to a Commonwealth 
than too much of what you call Revealed 
Religion, which is the Mother. of Seditions 
. and Tumults,' anda great Enemy to a free 
Trade. And truly, this (T hope I ſpeak to a 
Friend) makes me very much. wiſh we |}; 
could ſee a Commonwealth in England, that -| 
we might enjoy the liberty.of thinking and 
ſpeaking of Religion as we pleas'd, which 
now is too much reftrain'd. And my Au- , 
thor tells you, That the Grand Deſign of his 
| Book was to plead for ſuch a Ifherty. © 
' Log. 1 can:ſceno Reaſon, why Religion 
ſhould not be as neceſlary to ſupport a |. 
Commonwealth as a Monarchy : For do not | 
panghenk, od bd Sa 


— 
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Commonwealths call in the help of Oaths, t9 
bind their Subje&ts to Allegiance, as well as 
Monarchs? And may not Diviſions about 


 - Religion, that cauſe Seditions, as well ariſe 
 -where this Liberty is, as where there 1s 


none ? For ſuppoſe One Numerous Party, 
not contented with Liberty, willaimat Do- 


- Minion over the other, may not Civil Wars 


on this account as well riſe up ina Common- 


. wealth as in a Monarchy ? In all the Species 
of Government, there is fome Supreme Pow-' 


ex, either in One, or in a few, or in a great 
many, which (as the Apoſtle teaches) ozght 
not ta be reſiſted, not only for Wrath; but Con- 


ſeience-ſake ; And if you take away Conſect- 
eice from the SubjeQ, and leave nothing but 
- Wrathtoreftrain his Rebellion, there will be 


no One Form of Government inthe World, 
that can be much more ſecure than another; 


from private Plots and Contrivances of re- 
. yolting Subjects. Beſides, yourAuthor ſeems 

to me to bevery ignorant jn Hiſtory, when 
| he would confine Religion to Movarchy, as 


Storks are faid by Nature to beconfin'dtoa 
Commonnealth. For never did Superſtition 


flouriſh more than in the-City of Romeand 


others, whilſt they wereunder a Republicer 
Government; which gaveoccaſion to S.Parls- 
Reproof to the effgheniars 3 T perceive that ir. 


_ all things you are t0g perſtitions. And yet the 
Subjetts of, both, wert as glorious for Arms: 


. % 
. Y 


SM 


£ 
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(12) 
and Learning, as any of our Modern Repub- 
licks. I muſt confeſs, as for what you ſay, that | 
Religion is an Enemy to Free Trade, is part- | 
ly true, becauſe,it takes away from Trade, | 
x & freedom of lying, and cheating, and de- 
frauding, which ſome perhaps think efſen- 
tial to it : But if you'Gentlemen deſire a 
Commonwealth, that you may barter away *| 
.our Religion for a Free Trade, I ſay, pray. | 
God bleſs the Mozarchy of England, A 
+ Scep. Pritheedon't think we deſire to take 
away your Religion : Your Reafox ought to 
be your Only Religion, and that I am ſure 
no man deſires to take from you. My-Au-. 
thor's Deſign is only to take off thoſe Preju- 
dices which the Vulgar entertain of the 
Scriptures, who deſpiſe Reaſor, and think 
that the Scriptures are the Only Oracles of = 
_ Truth— Tnordertothis myAuthor promiſes | 
to demonſtrate, That Prophecy,or Revelation, }:+ 
is nothing elſe bat ſtrength of Fancy. That the | 
Ancient Prophets were only Men of a ſtrong I- : 
magination, and of -a weak Reaſon. That the 
Devine Law « nothing elſe but fatal Neceſſity. 
That Miracles are ah thoſe Works of Nature 
of whoſe Cauſe we are ignorant. That the true 
way of interpreting thoſe Books you call Scrip-. 
tares, does (hew that they are of Humane In- 
_ vention, and that every indrvidual man has 4 
Right and Authority to interpret. Scripture as 


F- pleaſes. Andthat= F 


(43; 


Log. No farther, Ibeſeech you ; this is 


Task enough for one time. Let us therefore 
Quid aignum ranto feret hic promiſſor hiata. 


Scep. Withall my heart: And firſt let's 


| begin with his Definstion of Prophecy, and ſo 
= examine Ne frencth of all his In- 


vincible Arguments. SS 

Log. Tam content ; andalſo further pro- 
mue, That if he brings any ObjeCtions a- 
gainſt Revealed Religion, which I cannot 


| leave hisPreface, and proceed to the Book 
it ſelf, that we may ſee, 


' anſwer; I will then become of his Opinion, 


and ſubſcribe ts whatſoever you will have 


Mme, : LK - | : Ty | 
 ScepIt is as fair asT can wiſhit to be—=— 

Thus therefore he begins :, 

Explicit Prafatio, & incipit . hoc loco pri- 


| 


MT 


©, 


| 
4 
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PROPHETI 4. 


A. - Rophecy, or Revelation, is the certa in | 
_ 4 Knowledge of ſomething (or Things): 


like this Definition ? : 


reycaled unto Men by God : How do you 
- The. Very well, provided the Author 


thinks as he ſpeaks ; and does-not. impoſe: 
upon us (as his Cuſtora is) by ambiguous | 


'Terms. 


; 4. Well then J Mind the Conſequence $.- 


All Natural Knowledge may properly be 
called Propheſze ; for thofe things which we 
know by Natural Light, depend upon the 


ſole knowledge of God,and hs Eternal De-* | 


.crees:- But our Mob-Divines, that ſtand ga--. 


_ zing with their Mouths open to Heaven,to. 


_ Gatch Worders,exclude Natural Reaſonfrom, 
Prophecy ; as if the 'one deſcended from, |. 
Heaven, and the'other ſprang from Earth |. 


+: ti 


| 


5” 
Fs 


only (. 


in as thuch as the very faculties were by 


Ged Created ; and it is only excelled by 


Propheſie in two things ; Firſt, that Pro- 


pheſie extends its bounds further : And 


econdly, it cannot be cauſed by the Laws 
of Nature. -/ _ "Hp 22+" 
The. And Pray Sir, what Charms can 


you fee in {uch a Jargon of Diſcourſe, as 


Jhould draw yotir minds away one ſtep 
from reveaPd Religion ? For here isa very 
abſurd confuſion .of Natural Knowledge, 
and that which proceeds from Divine Re-, 
velation. No Man that apprehends the 


_ neceſſary Connexion of two Terms, was 
by: any but this. 


ever yet calld a Prophet, 
A.---If Natural Knowſdge might proper- 


ly be called Propheſy, then every Man that 
| by his Natural Reaſon, could comprehend - 
_ all theneceflary Properties of a Triangle, or 
the undoubted certainty of Mathematical 


Axioms.; or thoſe felt evident Propoſtions, 


which are known by a bare perception of 
_ the Terms, wouldbe a Prophet ; and fo not. 
) aff the Lord's Pegple would be 
but le too ; - 
for as much as ſome Propoſitions, by theſole . 


Prophets, but all the DeviPs Peop 
Light of Reaſon, are evident to all Man- 


|... . 4, You miſtake my Author; for hetells 
you, page 2. That tho Natural Kpowledee is 
TIP:vine, jet the Teachers of it cannot be called. 


Pro: 


# 
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gi Prophets : Becauſe whatggrer they Teach; he 
' (without the help of Fo © reduliry) wy. 


know as well as themſelves, 


T. This onl akon with?how much | 


| _ Confidence an Stupidity your Infallible | 


Authorcontradias binſe f; for p. 1.heaſ- ] 
ſerts, Ex tradita definitione ſequitur « niti- | 
onem naturalen Prophetiam wVocari poſſe —— 
What more evident, than that he may be 1 
called a Prophet, who is endowed withna- } 


_*. tural Knowledge, if if natural Knowleds 


may be called Prophecy ? = | 
-— =& That 1 is but a ſmall miſtake : "His true 1 | 
meaning is, ThatReaſon is not leſs certain | 
and Divine than Revelarion irs ſelf. 'J 
. T. Natural Things are called Divine up- | 
on a Threefold \Account ; as they are the .. 
Workmanſhipof God; and 1n this ſenſe al 
things that have a real Subſiſtance, na 
_ called Divine, as they are theWorksof I 
Butthe word (Dzvine) is not frequently u- 
ſed inthis fignification, becauſe it isroo; ge- | 
neral, and, comprehends. ſo much, that it | 
determines too- little. -- Or, g. Thin are 5 
uently called; Divine, - that for-4 
Ixcellence ſeem to have ſome reſi 1 [ 
blanc of the ve ' Nature and Perfeftior q; 4 
of God : This 7 {tiles his Hero, _— 
2A Mbc. and 96G 6o0veig.; and Grace is ' 
call Run q bel: Lo fe Ao Ants ; 


| "ive; foraſmuch twthey Wt ly" 22'3 _ pred 

; \ venus by God, ab Kan bear his Image 

ion upon them. But (3dby, and 
Fm, T1 hole ring i. 


-to bg Laws of: Natube,. bur in%.2 - 


- wap ſuperior to them: And. 


30d d, nd ea I rlsr- bug Ge Dio. 
ty y y/ upon them; = the Firſt 'Cauſe+ 
Fog ddd nin he Proddftion” of: 
wie Colour cats of. 

CE itis that the Evan-... 


© ing marter, yer: it-was 5 formed 


ſe of Nat re; The. 
&'fav. x &y ſaw 
"Eice . miraculouſly. prodikced.: by: Aaron's. 
**Rod,: That this was. the mery Finges 9 b 
Pour thy: knew, IRS. not withi 
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viſible Powers, whichghey invoked. And 


the Prophets call their inſpired. Writings, - 


Thy: Word of the. Lord, braſs not deduced 
| fr9m theſetled Courſeand Order of things, 


but delivered to themimmediately by God 


himſelf; in reſpeft co which'it is called by 
=: Peter, the Sure Word of Prophecy. © © 
A. What do:you infer from hence ? - 


\A2T hatYour Author trifles, when he o_ 


quals Humane Reaſon to Divine Inſpirati-. 


en, ſaying very boldly, won iguali jure, 


ac alia (c9g2itio) PE, la iT ung V0- 
cari poteſt) when it is evide t the 
nded'on the Natural Ocder of 


paar therefcre: ſubjeR to thoſe Imperfe "F | 
ons, whichare common to-all the Works 


of Nature: The othercomes immediately 
fr om God, and. has no- it ar 21 PCT on. in It. 
Our Reaſon, tho fri giv us by God, 

_ is corrupted 'by our felyes : "The Idolatry 
| and Superſtition of the,firſt Ages of the 


World, d6' abundantly ſhew how'much 


Natural Reaſon .is ſubjeR tobe led aſide 


into Error, by Senſe, Paſſion, Intereſt and' | 
Example; in the things that belong unto 
_ God: Thereisa Light of Nature, butit is | 


no more than a gligumering Light, which 
diſcovers ſome, bit net all things, that are 


neceſſary to be known, ſo.clearly and di- þ; 
y make it cotpleatly fyoane on” 
Y "i Soften d: A. ng 


thy asm 


- * 


@ 
\ 
"l J (is E 


—_— 


| by Inadvertency, ſhſt, and Malc-Organi- 
], Zation of «hc Body, an 

4* Impediments : Bur Revelation is ſuch an, 
} impreſſion upon the Mind of the Prophets, 


» 


asgives adifcovery of ſomething unknown 


' before; fortoreveal, is todete&t ſomething 


| ſpeaks to them; 2d, That they. rightly 
|) apprehend what he means : 34h, That 
| Whatever he. reveals, is.infallibly. ſure; For 
that God will not deceve, is the veryB:/v of 


4 _ 


Your Author therefore very. rruly afſerts, 


|  4re Reaſon, becauſe it extends it ſelf ro 
| the hiddenchjngs of God, v4z, The Know- 


- proceed immediately from God; but then 


mane Reaſon. to-it, when inthe ſame 


1} .: £ You talk of Certainty ig DivineRe- 
*  velation; but for my part, Thave no Idea, 


+ how a Mortal Man canhbe cer taig what or | 


© xhen God ſpeaks to him. © . 


C2 __— 


dy, anda thouſandother 


that before wascover'd, andalways creates | 
.. . athreefold certainty inall inſpiredAuthors: 
7... It renders them ſure that it is God who 


4 all Humane, and of altDivine Knowledeg. © 

| That Revelation: exceeds the: Bounds of Hu | 

+] Jedgevf a fyture Happineſs, and the ways. © - 

4 - and means” by; which we,may gain" the . 

4, fame; asalfo, becauſe ircannot be cauſed. 
by theregular, Order of Nature, ' but, muſt | 
be very abſurdly endeavours to equal Hu- - 


breath he confeſſed; that it is exceeded by. 


- fd 
; » 


= 
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unto Man, by the 1 
God, wecan' ; Bo no facing © | : cine 


_ always unknown, thereWords, whoſe {i Ig- 


T. Prophee pe ocomplex Idea, as | 
Ggaify1 ing ne ſooveryof ſomethingmade 


e Power of - | 


of 1 its Arotier” of\ RE a 


by Rehelari being ark | 


ral, itcannor be compleat yugder? "od by F 


z thoſe, who have had only Experience oy 
the uſe of N atural Faculkies. - Sup 


Man born into the World with 4 Sach 


; Senſe, whereb 4 he could diſcern 


perties and Differences of External chings, | 
it would not. follow, that becauſe 2 
men had not a compleat Idea, how he per- 
ceiv'd the'differences of things, that there- |} 
fore he had no perception at all. A mano 
framed by God, -might-haye clear and di- | 
ſtinEt perception, and yet not be-able by 
any force of:'Words; to make his Neigh- 
Hours underſtand themanner of it. For the. 
Words that now are, do- fignifie ſome T- 


dez's which have alreadi boo common to, | 


Mankind ; but where ething i it ſelf Was - | | 


nification extendsno further thanto things 
that are already known, can never _ | 


\ 


(81) 
them tous Aman; \chever had the Expe- 
{ ricace of theUlur n of a Prophetick 
qi la. it, Can NO more have a.compleat Idea 
; whac it is, than a blind man can have of 
Chlonirns 3 he may be taught by rote to give 
| definitions, -but all the« efinitions that can 
| be given, willnever give himthe true Idea 
'$- of ight, or Colour. _ 
A. Then Prophetical Lightis ſomething: 
but ou don't know what.. 
I - Yes, We know as much of: the Na- 
I. ture of Divine kt roy 6 as is neceſſary 
- for usto know ; andhethat enquires after 
| _ more,ought not to be gratify'd in his need- 
4 #Tefs curiofity. We know fram the Nature 
| of God, and the Conftitutiou of our own 
Squls, that it is not. impoſſible for God to ' 
- communicate his Will 'and Pleaſure to. 
' whomſoever he pleaſes; for it would be ' 


| | i ſtrange indeed, it God;.who made the Soul 
J; 


' capable of underſtanding every thing elſe, 
]> ſhould not be able to make it capable of - 
.| underſtandinghimſelf, whenever he ſhould 
| vouchſafe to ſpeak to-it. For why-ſhould , 
not Man be as capable of knowing when 

| God ſpeaks to him ina ſupernatural way, 

| .. as when his Neighbour ſpeaks to him, aC- 
.'. cording to the uluat courſe of Cuſtom and 
| ' Nature. All thin 08s are poſſible with God, 
” /, that do not imply a contradiQtion in the 
£8 FEI, Or are Toe direatly repugnant: to 
Cz 7 the. 
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may wenet think hemay do ixinthe 


he. Divine Nature ; _ 
radiction (tho more 


c/ /. it repugnant to the Divine Purity, ro teach 
/—. Man his Will, to obey which is Man's pt- 
uW / +: moſt perfe&tion,” We alſo know, fram as | 
 Authentick Records of Antiquity, as any 
Wi - / are now extant, Fhat ſome Men, Eminent 
Wil ___ » for Wiſdem, Learning and Veftue, have | 
affirmed, That God has ſpoken to them ; | 
and we have Reaſon enough tobelieverhat 
they were certain of" it, becauſe they expo- - 
| ed their Lives and Fortunes, -and all that - | 
is dear to Fleſh and Blood, in'complianceto_ 
* 'the DoQtrines they receiv'd fromGod : and 
| that no r6om might be left for doubt, the 
b-ci. fame God that thus ſpake'.to them, gave 
J-F-- them power to do ſuch things,asquite {ur- - | 
, "paſſed the power of Nature,and to foretel - 
\  Tuch Events; as were not pofible to be 
=. guelsd at by any humane Underſtanding. 
_ © ns _. If therefore we, who by Faith believerhe 
| fl inſpired Authors, 
are deceived, we'are deceived byGod him- 
| Yelf, who alone could give {ſuch Gifts: bf; ] 
mn, ___ Prophecyand Miraclesto the Sons of Men; 
© =" And if our Faith is deceived by God, we, | 
"know not. but that our Reaſon is deceived 


% 


too : 'For if 'God can deceivein one, why 4 
othe r? *% j | 


And 


ER unuſual) for God to ſppak to Man, than it 
8 | | to another ;. nor 15. 
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— 7 far from being Cer- 
-rainto get the Vi ory, by ſuch Diſputes, 0» 
ver Revealed Religion, that he cannot be. 

certain that: he diſputes at oo 
- A. What Mathematica Certainty have 


"you, that the Records of theſs mens Pro- 


pheſies are true ? 
T,, Matters of Fa& are never the leſs - 
true, for not. being capable of Mathemati- 
cal Demenftration. It is as true, that J-- 
lire Cefar came into England, as it at” 
_ the whole is equal to nll; its parts, tho the * 
Tu of his coming hither, cannot be de-. 
ted þ' any Problem, in Exc!;d; 
have  vra-ty with great patience, 


x Fs I diſcourſe of God's ſpeaking unto 
- Men, andthe wonderfuland unintelligible 
_- Certainty. from thence ariſing. But what 


(as our Author tells you) if this-Notion of ' 


. God's ſpeaking unto Men, -prove a meer 
* Fancy, proceeding from a miltaken Hebra- 

 ijme ;,-1 hope you will be judg'd by the 
. Seri iptures themſelves. 


T. Yes, upon theſe Conditians: : 1. That. 


2 - . the Authority of Scriptures may be as well 
4-4 urs 'd for as againſt themſelves.. 2. Thate- 


difficulty in thoſe Sacred Writings, 


Feng ſhall | not preſently be, judged a Fallhood, 


rill there be ſome turther demonſtration of 


-_- xsabfurdity, 3. That you allow the ſame 
-  libgry of ts -# FAC AER from 


'T exts | 


Texts of Scripture, a 


oe: $ WT "2. EO SEP Y TANG AY EAPO TI B21 : C 2 
EVERY ACTI CPI Eu” >" 7 A; "a PER [HCO ROTH EN PREY 7 IR PE ES FEA RAB; 9onpg nr BY FI PT; © eter FANNY 
0 —— ax « — Cp p—w-_——s . —__ — we a —_. -—ie_ , - —— ——————— —— 
_— wo — Po_——— - —_— ID wept eco 
— E_—_—_— = __—_— - —_—_—— -———_— __ ws —_ ew tne end Dr ———_—_ _ Ty — A . - _ =_ — ———_— - - 2 — I | Y 
= on > —_ _ rs  ——— ZE - : —+_ ; = 
Rx + "ms. = m4 "3s — — ur ee IT & A woe huIn 
=, - Re wo. - " 14, "IT 
; 2." , 4 _ «RE OT 
” F# Py 
P = A " WB 
* - % -” ” _ ” y 
- a ” : 
4 VF; "rv 
. —_ - 4% Ty * 
- Y - 
Hikes : ; - s 
dg T3 Sy Ko 
. - k " "$88 * 
- - PR 3. 
EF, 
* 
, -D 


DG DI UPC NTT. 9 DS YEE PIP YE WF. IPA er 
— zz ELDERS: S-=; 


CE 2 a Se Ro ai SOAR 1 Tn Ee OY 
= = S 4 - =" PL. AR 


ou take to your 


ſelves.”-4.”Then that-due regard: be hadto- 


A. With all my heart. - 7/. Then God 
revealed the Lawto Mofes'by a trueV oice, 


as we are told, Exod. 25. 22. but this was - 


the only true Voice from God thateverwas 


| heard. The words of the Decalogwe, accor- 
ding to ſome Men, were not ſpoken; they | 


only heard a confuſed Noiſe, and fo per- 


ceiy'd the Law as then written in their  . } 


Hearts;' tho, in truth, thoſe Notions of 
Good and Evil were engrafted there long 


before. Nay, .4t 1s evident, that what you | | 
call. Rewelaticn, was only' the Appearance 
- of ſorne-Imiages to the fight, or Phantacy 


_ of the Prophet. See Chron."22. how God 
ſhewed Davidhis Anger, by an Angel hol-. 
ding a Sword in his hand ; and the'ſame-- 
hapned to Balaam. By. Images not real,but 

depending upon the Phantacy of the: Pro- 


pher, God revealed to Joſeph,that he ſhould 
have the Pominjon over all his Brethren. 


Obſerve. Namb. 12:6, 7. and you will ſee .. 
what ſlight affurance was givento theother, 
Prophets-—1f thexe: be a Prophet among3t 
 « Jou, 1 the Lord will make my ſelf: known unto 
bimn a Viſion; and will ſpeak upto him i & 


[| 


- F. Confident Afertions,. without Fgui- 


FE ___ © « valeny 


_ the Writings of the New, as well as of the 
- Old. IEICE ge Ns \- £45, Wa 


; deft, 


Cad 


valegt Strength of KWeaſon, impoſc Jr 


* none but thoſe that are willing to be c 
ted.” It is ſpoken' without ie pri ad ; 


Scripture, that God pronounced the 
only with a true and real. Voice ; All that 
we can learn fron Exod. 25.22. is, That 


God promiſed to be ready to: communicate _ - 


his Wil tg Moſes, from above the Mercy-ſeat, 
and from between the two C herubims : Bur 


that place of Scripture dogs not explain the 


manner of that Commuaication,; ſo ſoas to 


determine it to a real Voice ; much leſs 


does it EX udeall former Revelations from 


that priviledg. Nay, nothing is more evi-, 


made, by areal Voice, before the delivery 


_ of theLaw of Moſes. Immediately after the 

' Fall (Gez. 9. 10.) we read, that God called. 
antq —_— and ſaid unto him, Where art © 
thou? And he ſaid, Theard, thy. Voice in the 
” Garden, aud I was afraid. Or if our bold Au- 
thor will turn this into Figure (as indeed. 


he ventures to turn ſo whatſoever he lea- 


ſes) yet inthe 18th of Geneſis, werea ofa 
I. Rexdhcon made by a real Voice, or there.” 

' 1500, deſcription of a real Voice in- rerum 
zaturi;; For the three Angels Sha appraced | 


as Men to Abrahan and cat.as Men;with- 
pur douþt ſpake as Men, when'the promiſe 


l-. Fries "made .to Abraham, that Sarah {bould 
bring Sores 4 Son. When God? Was about _- 


than that other Revelations were 


re 
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vx" 4 " , 
v.32, "EG ' Fe ſ 
4 Y by * ts. > Ny ſr % " Ll v a : , 
_ - _— — 6a —_——__— _ er. Te EY __ _ 
ZCI. ee rene AER OT OY WFTW IA rr OY RET —_—_— — ENIOEE "EE 5 


- Servant Noah; and if you will ſtick. to 


our firlt agreement, gave him a punQual 

"91 deſcription: of the Ark- he ſhould make, 
- and the Perſons-and Living Creatures 

| that ſhould enter into it, "which it is hard. 
to imagine could be done without a real 


' Pvod Re- Gen. 25.22. But your Author is ſtillmore 
velatioper-irmpudent or unwary, when he tells usir is 


_ 3erexpri- none are capable of receiving the revealed 
kc, Will of God, butonlyby the help of Ima- 
22.v.p.5. Bination ; and+thatthe Words or Fy 


= 4 _ buta Fanciful Whimſey, that may aswe 


Wil / be falſeor. true. Now by this Author's 
—_:. #4 leave, no ſuch concluſion ; nor-indeed can 
$i) p, any conclufion at all be drawn tro the 


F. Mediums of Divine Revelation, that con: + 


cerp the Certainty or Fallibility of it : 


= 


xo. deſtroy theO}d Wold, Gev. 6. he foretold | 
that diſmal Execution of Vengeance to his - | 


the Words of the Seripture, according to , 


| Voice; Or atleaſt, it'isas rational to ſup. 
poſe one here, as in the place cited- out of 


rd evident from Chron. 22. that Revelation 1s 


7i»ger pe- Tometimes made by Images only, andthat | 


out the mind of the Prophet ; and fome- 

times imaginary, that is, framed by the . 

mind of the Prophet himſelf. From whence | 

heinfers, That the Certainty of Prophecy is | 

- not Mathematical, but only Moral ; or ra- |- 
- ther, accordingto thoſe Principles, OE [ 

| 


— - +.p. 3, Were ſometimes real, that is,exifting with- | 


For * 
all- 


=>. 


of —_—_—— 
Sn 
_ a” þ., A - 


| 
; 


” 
7 | 
/ 


Ap 


£ 
-\ 


— _ 


. | 
; 


» 


FL. > ih 


Az 


the bare hearing of a. Voice, or the ſeeing 


Dang 


-, World,to infer ſromthencetheUncertainty 


(27) Fn 
all the Mediums offRevelation being ſu- 
pernatural, we. may call *em by what. 

* Names wepleaſe ; yet ſtill we muſt bor- 
row. thoſe: Names from ſome Natural 

"Ehings, becauſe of thoſe only we have 
 compleat Idea's. Hethat isa Prophet,muſt 
be.certain it is God who ſpeaks to him,but 


of anInmpage, will not create this Certain- - 
.* ty,according to the Laws of Nature: For 
»\ Voices and, Words may beframed by other 
invikble Powers 3 and therefore we are 
not fs fooliſh as to conclude, that Moſes was . 
| @ Prophet of God, | becauſe he* heard a: \ 
- Yoice, orſaw a Figure, but becauſe he was 
Enabled toſhew forth'ſenfible Demonſtra- 
tions,thar the power of God was with him. 
- But tho'we do not-conclude the certainty 
of Revelation from the Mediums of Reve- . 
_ tation, ſo1s it the greateſt madneſs in the 7 


* of it: For we who have not ſeen'thoſe Fi- 
\gures,nor.heardthoſe Words, nor felt choſe - : . 


| DivineImpreſſions,can frame no compleat - 

* -Tdea's of them: And your bold Author | 
_ |. draws Concluſions from ſuch Premiſes, 
| which'tis plainhecould never undetftand,. | 
© ©-unleſ; he can pretend that himſelf has been 
|. 10fpired. *Suppoſing it therefore” true, that , 7", | 
+ þ © the Scripture made mention of no other 1, (a. 
>. Mediums of Revelationthan'Signs, or Fi- genda, 
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| and Figures, and why muſt God be exclu-/ 


Words and Fi igures are the only Mediums - 
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- Diſcip 
lead them. znto all T. 


- ulng's Metaphorical Word to, expreſs a 
' Notidn, which we cannot pallbly c receive \ |. 


tho this Spirit appear'd \ro* the Apoltis, - 
_  (Aﬆs8:): in the ſhape of Clover Ongues, | 
: La. we read it bead upon then, and 


K Ok of Dive rs L engages, before utterly . 


(2 g ) 
gures, -and Words,#y 't cannot. he from 
thence-infer any. Necedſ ity of the Jncer 

. of. Divine Revelation,- unlefs he 
—_— give; -us compleat Idea's of what 
manner of Imprefſions thoſe Words, or 

Signs, made upon the Minds of the Pre. . 


- Phets ; Which is a matter impoſſible for .- 
-him to teach, or usto learn. One Man.can 


inform another of his Mind, by Words 


ded from that power which he gives his 
Creaturg ? - But after all, it 15not true;. that 


of Divine Revelation, which the Scrip- - 
tures mention. [There is a Communication - 
of the Spirit-of God, immediately infuſing 
-Knowledge into the Mind, without any 


' Qrgans-of Speech, or Corporeal Repreſen- | 


| 


tations.; which yet is as infallible as the -. 
other. pk 16.17. Our Saviour promiſes his 
That Sh #. wh of Trath ſbould. 

And this Commu- 


nication of, the 5 pirit we call Inſpiration, 


from the bare knowledge of Nature: And ' 


others 1 in the. Primitive Times, the |. 


Z unknown: - 


ro 


{6 


OO II 


w —_ 


Jy) 
—- 
y * 
* 


} 


Ga i unto (5 by 4 palle and 1nvi- 
. fible Operation. If therefore the Spitir of 
| ” God can reveal to the Mind of Man, with- 
| outthe help of thoſe Mediums, the fig Ignt- « 
-ficztion'of Words; why may it notalſo, 
 -after the ſame,'or any.other manner, com- 
- municatethe certainknowled ge.of Things, 
- which isall wecontem for.. 

_ "A. T wondet you will mention. the Spirie 
of God, which our Author ſhews, is 4 
10 Word of Various, and conſequently: dubi- | 
' ous Ggnification. The Scripture-Phrale, _ 

That the Spirit '0 7 God & in the Prophets; 
That Mix: are filled with the Spirit of God; 
'|. and the like,” does ſignifie no more, - thati 

that the Prophets were good Men, and that 
KE they Peg d the Willof God, as all Meri 
(tho perhaps in' leſs degree, muſt needs 
Hy th ee Light of Nature.) But all this is 
- ut theImagination of the Prophet, confi- 
jeg - Abe relation to the Apprehenſions 
dr: r: | And pray, Sir, what ter- 
| hay is there in bare Tmagination,? 
 _ T. If by Imagination you underſtand! the 
Þ Poet of the Mind, 'to receive, retain,” of 
| - frame the Images of Exfernal Objefts, it 
' may beconſidered with relation to things 
| © preſent, paſt, or to come. External Objetts, - 
io 3 hone? reſent, impreſs fact Vivid Image 
+ - tponthe Brain; as will not ſuffer che Nin 
AF todoudt of their real Exiſtence. The fate - 
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' ofchoſe Times; and many other Reaſons,. ||. 
which I forbear to mention. - 59D 2 as e-:. | 


OTE) 


Comniany, (ho fornething ſhort of Infalli 7 


bility,) is left upon the Mind, by Objefts . | 
repreſented tothe Senſes,w hen ReObj ets | 


themſelves ate paſtas and gone. He that ſees | 
an Horſe or Elephant preſent, by the Ima- 
pes. our ON i the Brain —nokg rnd 


hp = : Tot wks = | 


oh dofitt © of "he Or — A 10 mo 
wt \Jthe Images framed by the Mind | 
felt, are ap ended as« g without | 
It; "but thoſe who are. in their Wits,: are 
never impos'd upon by their Imaginations. 
 ifter that manner; astothink they hear 


Voices, when they h hear none; of ſee Ima-. | 


es of things, that arenot near - them. Men 

deluded by Imagination, always ſhew,” 
gns of the'Diſtemper, in inci of. 
hought,and wild Rovings of Ex PT Mon, © 
which I defie any man to obſerye. i m the. 


Writings of Moſes and the Prophets; tho | 


ſome things there are hard to be under-. 
| ſtood, and-may. ſeem uncouth to us, - by. |: 
reaſon of longdiftanceof TRE, Ignorance. 
of the Cuſtoms, - Hiſtories and Lar 
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- differs not from the Certai 


( 31): 
ſend Meſſages t tohis $ervants the Prophets, 
_ by: the viſible ap 


+ ſpake to them in Voices,-or their 


tions fram?'d all theſe, Appearances toir ir elf 


from the ſhatter'd Images of other Exter- 
nal ObjeQs. Ou firſt of theſe is true;your 
Author v wpertinently concludes the 
 Vncermineyef Prophecy tro 

tainty. of Imagination ;; for. that Faculty 
does faithfully enough 
the Images of 
" and. herein the Certainty -of Imagination 
y of ourSenſes. 
Tfhe-means the latter; the Pro then 


_ were no- better tha#Pious: Ma 'Men, and 
3: all the Sacred Writings 

| of the, Mind, which-owe all the little | 
Truth that - js in them, to meer Chance, 
- which T Preis, however diſguiſed, is 


'the genuine meaning of your Laird” 
. thor. But if Moſes and: the other Prophets, 
* were diſtemper'd by a leſs 


?. For I 


" never conf 


nine) are' 


at with themſelves , or one 


their Pre dic ions to. be verified- 
__ verit?:Or how co > the whole 


' the E- 


rance of SS, aa and 


m the Uncer- 


tion, 
- | how comes it to paſs, thatthey are all ſo 
© | conſtant in the DoQtrine of Piery 

- aniſure our Modern Mad Men (whoare . 


| ery much different from his 
deſcription of the Ancients: Orhow come 


receive and preſerve | 
things really preſented toit; 


are mere Fitions 


, 


vation of 
| the Jens 10 befuch ools as to. _— | 
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(3) 
| Men? Or how did ſuch a- Mad Man as 
Moſes, attain the:-power of working Me 4 3 [ 
 eles, and of leading the Children's of Iſrael. | 
through the Wilderneſs, and goverping | 
' them with Prudence and Moderatiori? But: 

if God himſelf made theſe Revelations 'to 
them,it is nonſenſe to-infer any uncertainty | 
for the Mediums God uſes forſthe Work ; . 
For'it-151n his Powerto create Certainty of * 
Divine Revelation, ' without 'the help/of | 
Mediums,as in the caſe of Inſpiration;,or by.s | 
whatſoever means he pleaſes, as: _ 
Words or Figures. - 

- . -A, Youknow very well, thas the Mind 
can compound. various Images, and Horan] 
conclude” more Propoſitions than can be. 
known by deduCtions- from the ſole Light 
of Reaſon; and thenceit.is the Prophets | 
_ teachmore of __ thine can be known - 
by Nature only. | 
_ *T. Thetrue Reaſon is this; . God knows | 
more than Man; what is neceſſary. to make - | / 
him happy ;-and therefore thoſe. who are. 
' taught by God,can: declare more:concern-= ' 
ing-themeans 'of Salvation, than-thoſe —_ 
are guided by theſole Light of:Nature. __. 
- - Well, {till I have ſome Reaſon to. - 

| chink,” that /Prophecy was the pure: Work: . 
of the Imagination. - x. "The Pro me 
Wived:s 2 | une all thin 


I 
i Juch things will be, 2 it moſt deſires 


ter a Corporal manner. 2. It was, as Ima< . 
[: adhering to.the Prophet, but coming by 
ea 


.of Fancy: | 


/ 


C85) * 
gination always. is, very inconſtant, > 
and ſtarts, according to the unſteddy 


T. But I have better Reaſons to per- 
fwade- me, that your Author is in a moſt 
egregious error for futurities z z. e. things 
which neither are, nor have been, cannot 
make imprefſion upon the Fancy, accord- 


> ing tothe Laws of Nature, which may 


produceany tolerable degree of Certainty; 
and therefore when Futurities are foretold, 


© which depend not upon any. neceſſary con- 


nexion of natural cauſes, it muſt be aſſerted 


- by the ſupernatural Power of God. The 


Mind may indeed be impos'd upon by help 
of the Imagination;ſeveral ways, in reſpect 


to things to come ; as when from the re- 


membrance of what is paſt, it concludes 


- that the ſame will happen again, tho there 
 be-no neceſſary connexion between the 
- Cauſe and the EffteQ: Or, (2:) When from 
its vaſt Magazine of Images, itchuſes out; 
_. and joyns thoſe together, which ought not 
"to be joyned, and concludes their future 
Exiſtence, from an ill conceived Notioa of 
their bare-poſſibility of Being: And herein. 
the Mind ny impoſes upon its felt; 
a 


by its own Paſſionsand Deſires; concluding 
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0 
ſhould come to paſs hereafter. But ſuch 
ible and impoſſible compoſitions of the 


Fancy, or concluſion of the deluded Reaſon 
of Mankind, are of ſp-vaſt a number, that 


it is impoſſibleall, or any great number of 


them ſhould- prove true, without the Pre- 


' ditions were made by God himſelf. How 


could Imagination, out of thouſands of pol- 
ſible Circumſtances'of our Saviour's Birth, 


pick out all thoſe by the Prophets, which 


would certainly come to paſs, 'as we can 
eaſily prove from the holy Scriptures? or how 


could it avoid predicting ſomething that 


was falſe, if it had only probability to work 
upon, whichs the only Obje& of Fancy, 


in regard to future Eveffts, which 'never 


made apy impreſſion upon it ? We there- 
fore conclude the certainty of Prophecy, not 
from the Nature of Imagination,but from 


 theknowledg and power that God has, to 


make whatſoever impreſſions he pleaſes upon 
3t.And tho the Prophets frequently didpe: 


ceive and ſpeak by corporal repreſentations | 


of ſpiritual matters, that might very well 
be preſum'd to be done, in compliance -to 


the apprehenſions of the' people, who at that 


time were very ignorant, ſtanding more in 
need of Mi/kthan of robuſter diet.And tho 


God did declare his mind, as one man may 
| toanother,by Hierog! 
yet thoſe never diftwh'd rhe 


phick Rey aion! 


, 


caſonof the - 
7 Prophet, | 


\ 
) 


(25) : 


 ' (Prophet, nor cauſed him to entertain groſs 


1 


conceptions of God. Fancy let looſe, makes 
ſuch a Medly of Religion,as may be found 
in the Metamorphoſis of Ovid, or the 11zads 


.of Home, or the Remains of Orphens, butit 


cannor produce ſuch a regular Strutureof 
Divine Do&rine, and ſo agreeable to Na- 


- tural Religion, as is contain'd jn the Law 
_ of Mofes, and the Goſpel of our bleſſed Sa- 
 -.- "VIOUEr; . SE: od 


A. But why.did they not prophecy al 


Ways? «+ 


. 


T'. Why doesnot one man always ſpeak 


' to another? | 


A. Becauſe Maa is a freeAgent, and can 
ſpeak to his Neighbqur when he pleaſes, 
or, can let it alone. By 

_ T. And ſo is God,who does not ſend all 


men to be Meſſengers of his Will, but ſome 


only,choſen out of Mankind for ſo great a 
work. Nor does he chuſe to ſpeak always 


'to them, but at ſuch times and: ſeaſons as 


pleaſes him. _ Sx 
A. What then do you c6nclude from 
this long diſcourſe ? EDT 4 


T. 1 conclude, that fince no Man can 


a 4 


frameacompleat Idea of Prophetic Dream, 


or Viſion, or Inſpiration, who is not him 

_ felfa Prophet, no Man can conclude any 
' Incertainty in Prophecy, from the mention 
the Scripture makes -of thoſe Mediums of 
| Divine Revelation. 
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P. 15. 


T.CIR, You ſeem very much pleaſed: I + 


_ appearance, but my Author has furniſhed 


. ſelves, and not taught by God 


(36) 
A. T will conſider what you fay, and 

tell you my. Opinion at our next meeting. 

wes, - Es Se: 


=) 


; Win 
A— CCC WES 6 


Conference 1I. 


i) hope you receiv'd ſome ſatisfaftion 
by my laſt diſcourſe. Ps 
A. It bore ſome-Face of Reaſon at firſt 


me with ſome New Obje&1ons, which1 fear, 
with all your Przeft-craft, you will never 
be ableto anſwer. You talk of Prophets,as _ 
Great Men inſpired by God, whea it is e- |f_ 
vident, that their Minds wereasfar inferior | 
to other Mens, as Reaion is ſuperior to | 
Fancy. Solomon was a wile man, but no 
Prophet. * We muſt not therefore {eek the 
knowledgeither of human or divine things - 
from the Writings of Prophers,.i. e. of Men 
led by Fancy, = Philoſophers, who are 
enied.by Reaſon; IO 
.T, That is, from Men _ by them- 


A.If a man wasfure that theſe Prophets I: 
neretaught ty Goa, be would deſue to have 
a: oe: ; - 


(373 4 


no better Maſters : But alas! they werenot | 


certain of their own Inſpiration, by theRe- 
velation itſelf, but ſome other //#le ſign, a- 
dapted to their human Education,Opinion, 
or pre-conceiv*d knowledg. HEE 
T. If they perceiv*d the Will of God by 
' Imagination { which are the, words of 
your Author), and yet remain'd doubt. 
ful of it, then it followseither that God was 
not willing, or notable to give them afſu- 
 rance that himſelf ſpake tothem. If you 
| fay, he was not willing, youcontradictthe 
Teſtimonies of Scripture, by which you pre- 


tend at firſt you would bejudged,and you 


- ſubyert all Fundamentals of-NaturalReli- 
gi0n, which teaches nothing more plainly, 
than that God cannot deceive. If you ſay, he 
was willing, but not able, yon muſt deny 
him to have that power, whichisnot only 
contain'd inthe Idea of a Deity, but mani- 
feſted inthe other works of. his hands. The 


_ Prophets therefore doubted not but it was 


God who ſpaketo them,thothey ſometimes 
required a fign, toconfirm the truth of ſome 
Promiſe-made to their Poſterity;as Ger.1 5. 
_ 8. where Abraham required not a fign,that 

he might becertain it was God that _ 
to him (for if he had not been well afſured 
of that;we cannot think-he would have left 
his Father's houſe, to ſojourn in.Canaa,in 


Obedience to a Divine Command, as we - 
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Tn 
readinthe 12th Chap.) butthat he might 
thereby aſſure his Poſterity of the Promiſe, 
toengage'them toanearerand, ſtricter Co- 
venant with their God.Or perhaps Abraham 
wasdefirous by ſome farther Revelation, 
accompany'd by a fign,toknow.ſomethin 
more particular concerning the Time, an 
other Circumftantes, of his Poſterity's Con- 
queit of the Land of Canaan, which God 
youchſafed to give him, as we read in the 


LY 


latter part of the ſame chap. But your Au- . 


thor trifles, when he infers from this x 5th 
ch.of Ger.that the Patriarch required a ſign, 


that he might be certainthe Promiſe was made 
by God himſelf ; ſince it isevident from v.6. . 
_ thathe believed in God, and it was accounted 


»nto him for righteouſneſs, before the (i gn 
there mentioned was given to him. As for 
TJaadges 6. we read, that Gideon was inform*d 
by an Angel, inth# (bape of a Man, that he 

ould free Iſra'l from the Midianitiſh flavery, 
of which at ff he doubted , but after the con- 
Cas he brought by fire, andthe 
dſappearaxce of the heavenly Miniſter, he per- 
eervedit was an Angel of God: But what is 
this to yourAuthor's purpoſe? Suppoſe the 


certainty of oneor two Revelations depen- 
ded upon aſign, does it thence follow, as he. 


wildly concludes, that no Prophet could be 
fare of a Divine Revelation without a ſign * 


Dowenotreadof many Divine Revelations, - 


of 


a | = &. =% 


(39) 


of the truth of which the Prophets never 
- doubted, wherein there wasno ſign given, 

but the certainty aroſe from the per{picui- 

ty of the Revelation it ſelf. God does not 

confine himſelf toany one way of ſpeaking 

to Mankind, but Hb. I.) in druerſe man- 

ners ſpake in time paſt unto theFathers by the” 
Prophets. Sometimes indeed, as in this 1n- 

ſtance of Gideon, the perſon to whom God 

by his Azgel appeared, was not at firſt cer- 

tain that it wasGod, till by further illumi- 

nation, and repeated ſigns and wonders, he 

was ſuffered no longer to doubt of it. When 4nd. 3. 
Moſes firſt ſaw theBuſb burning with fire,and #*-1-3% 
* theBuſh not conſumed, he turned aſide to behold = 

it ,as a ftrangeſightz andyyhen God ſent his - 

Angels to Abrahamyhe took them at firſt fight 

for Men, and made accordingly Une rg for 

their reception 5 and when God called twice 
«unto Samuel, he ſuppoſed it was the voice of 
Elz: And yet he madeafterwards fuchma- i 


nifeftation of himſelf, to Moſes, and thoſe See Exod. : 


other good men, thatthey wanted no ſign 4-259» 
to bethemſelves aſſured of tits preſence, but *+ 
rather to convict others, that they were 
ſent by God. We don't ſay, that God, by 
every appearance of an Angel to the Sons of 
Mex, darted an infallible certainty into 
"their Mizds, that left no room for /aſpicion, 
- but that he could do ſo whenloever he 
pleaſed, as'is evident by Reaſon; and that 
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( 40.) 


he did frequently do ſo, as is no leſs plain 


bt, from the Scriprures 3, and that he ' added - 


ſometimes $zg-s, for the ſatisfaction of thoſe 
to whom the Revelations were made, (for, 
with the Jews, we will not call them all 
Prophets), and ſometimes he added none, 
when the perception was clear enough 
withour it. A | 

A.Is not Nataral Reaſon ſuperior thento . 
Revelation, ſince that is ſupported bySrgns, 
and the other perſpicuous enough without  _ 
It * 

T. The conſequence is vain and fallact- 


- ous. The ſubſtanceof the Decalogue is plain- 


ly trye by the light of Nature, yet it was 
confirmed to the Jews by Signs and Won- 
ders, at its moſt remarkable promulgation, 
Exod.20, God therefore by confirming; Na- 
tural Light by Sigzs and Wonders, accord- 
ing to your Author, did that which wasſu- 
peri, As if theunlearned, obſtinate,or 

unthinktng 'part of the people of -1/rael, - 


. ſtood in no need of being rous'd up as it 


were to Natural Duties, by. Supernatural 
Signs and Wonders: Or es it the Decalogae, 
by addition of Mikacles, became inferior to 
the very ſame Laws, without any ſuch. ad- 
dition, whichis altogether as true asthat 4 
and 21s leſs than 4. As for Duties which axe 
known by Revelation: only, (ſuch as Circum- 
ciſion,Baptiſm and Supper of our Lord) when 

ARES: ks 1 


(41 ) 


. once they aremade known,by ſupernatural 


methods, they no ways give placetotheun-. 


_ writteri Law of Nature, becauſe they be- 


come branches of that' general Obedienceto 
God, whichis the adequate Law of human 
Nature. When God bid Abraham ſacrifice 
his Son,he was as muchobliged to kill him, 
as he was obliged before that Command to 
-'preſerve his Life. CFR 

S. I won't diſpute with youabour ſmall 


matters, but this 1s evident, that Szzxs were p. 18 


. +4 "% . Wn} 
given to 'the Prophets, according to their 
pre-conceiv*d Opinions, and their different 


Capacities: ſo that the ſame fign which 


render'd one Prophet certain of divine Re- 
velation, would have- wrought no ſuch 
effe& upon another. If their Temper was 


ſanguine, they fancied nothing but 7r4- - 


umphs, Vittories, Meſſtahs, Peace and Plenty: 
" If their blood was vitiated with melan- 


| © choly humors, they dreanv'd of Wars, Tu- 


malts, Blood and Devaſtations. | 

L. The {ign was, for the moſt part, the 
power of working ſomeſupernaturaleffef, 
given to the Prophet, to convince rather 
__ others, than himſelf, that he was ſent by 
| God, and delivered his Meflageto the peo- 
 Ple; and becauſeall Mankind have notthe 
ſame temperature of body, nor labour un- 


der the ſame prejudices of Education;nothing, 
can be a allen ſign, bvt what is fofar 


-above 
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EEE. 
above the ordinary works of Nature, that 
Men of all Temperatures, and all —_— 
v0, if they are1n their Senſes, muſt needg - 
confeſs, that 7t is the immediate work of a ſu- 
perior inviſible power. Upon this Founda- 
tion we raiſe the certainty of the Moſazck, 
and of the ChriſtianReligion; Let any man, 


. of what Temperature, and poſſeſs'd with 


what Prejudices yot pleaſe, provided hebe 
not ſtark mad, (for Bethlems is to be exclu- - 


ded from all D:ſputations) conſider what | 


Moſes did in the fight of all the Egyprians, 
and the people of 1/rae/, and what our Sa- 
viour did in all parts of J«dea, and let him 
then perſwade himſelf, or others, that all - 


this was done, or poſſible to be done, by the : | 
_ ordinary courſe and power of Nature.If he | 


can dothat, we will yeild our Cauſe, and 
confeſs our Religion was never confirmed - 
by Signs from Heaven; for Effes that 


, may be, or may not be Natural, may be 


ſome Indications, but »s Demozſtr ations of 
a ſuperior inviſible power. The truth is, the 


- Sparksof your Frinciples, wer e never I be- 
x heve, ſo mad as to confeſs the trath - tec 


thoſe mighty works, recorded to have been _ 


done by Moſesand the Prophets, gr our $4- 


viour himſelf and yet doubt of their divine 
Miſſion ; for I-prefume every man who 


believes our Saviour to have raiſed himſelf, 
or others from the Grave; mult neceſſarily 


believe. 


'S BY 


believe his divine Mien : And as for the 
minor Prophets, their Meſſages being of /eſs 


extent, and leſs conſequence to mankind, there 


was no neceſſity that all of them ſhould 
have their Commiſſion ſign'd from Heaven, 


| and recordedto poſterity,by the ſame number 
and perſpicuity of ſupernatural Wonders, as 


was that of Moſes, and of our bleſſed Sa- 


' vionr.. Your Author therefore very impur . 
dently, and ignorantly too, aſſgrts, that the 


Sign was adapted to the Temper #ure, or Opi- 
nion, or Traagination of the Prophet ; when it 
was always {ome ſupernatural work,adap- 


. ted to convince the Reaſon of all Mankind, 
and impoflible to be gain-ſay'd by any. | 
S. Did not ELſþz call for a Muſical In-P- 19: 


ſftrument, before he could foretel joyful 


_ things to Jehoram, and his two Confede- 


rates? which he could not do before, be- 
cauſp he was angry at him, 2Kjng.3.15. Eze- 


_ kiel being impatient of Life, was enabled 
to foretel dreadful tidings to theJewiſh Na- _ 
© tion, Ez.3.1 4. Jeremiah wasa melancholy, 


and conſequently a continual Meſſenger of 
Evil to his brethrtn., M:c4h troubled with 
the ſame diſeaſe,always propheſied dreadfyl 
Eyents to Ahab; which plainly ſhews,that 
Prophecy did much depend upon the natural 


Temper atare of the body. 


_L. No more than my ſending a merrily 
diſpos'd Servantupon an Errand,does ſhew 
. that 
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( 44 ) 


that my Errand was an effect of the ſan- 
guine complexion of my Servant's Body. 
God,who knows the Di{politionand Tem- 
peratute of all human Bodies, may chuſe 
thoſe that are beſt adapted for each parti- 


_ cular Meſſage he ſends to Mankind ;- but 


that is no Argument, that the Meſſage it 
{elf is any effect of their 2atural dijpoſttion, 
For we are not {0 mad as to believe theſe 


| Men wereinſpired, becauſe they ſpake of 


things agreeable to their own DAmours, but 
things above the reach of humane knowledge. 
Elbe might diſpel ſome melancholy 


Fumes, by the harmony of Muſick, but I 


would feign know the Name of that Mu- + 
{ical Inſtrument, which could inſpire his 
mind with the knowledge of thoſe tw9 
futurities. 1. That the ditches ſhould be filled 
with water without any preceeding rain. 2.T hat 
the Tſraelites ſhould overcome their Enemies. 
Moſes was angry with Pharaoh, when he 
foretold the deſtruction of all the firſt born 
of Fapr, but it was nothis Arzer, hut God 
himſelf, or one of his A-gels,that atmidnight 


ſmore all the firſt born of the land of Egypt, 


Ex.12.20. Micah always prophefiedEvil to 
Ahab,becauſe Ahab always was an ill man, 


| and there-was evildecreed againſt him by 


God, which accordingly came to paſs, not 


by Micah's indignation, butby the ju Fudg- 
ment of God. If theſe mens rreictions had {| 
| been 


y—_ 


—_ 


1 


| From [Heaven, upon the Captains of Fifties, 


WS = © | 
been an effeft of bodily temper, (znd if - 
your Author ſays not that, he ſays not one... 

word tothe purpoſe) they muſt frequently 

| have been proved falſe by the Event : For 
Truth is ſeldom ſeen,. much leſs foreſeen, 
by thoſe who ſpeak and act according to 
the unſteady motions of bodily temper. Be- 
lides,1t 1s clearer than the Light,that theſe 
inſpired Authors did not prophefie, as your - 
Author inſinuates, according to their own In- 

> clinations, but according to what they re- 
ceived from the Spirit of God. The Scrip- 
tures bear witneſs, that Moſes was a very 
meek man ; and therefore, according to your 


| * Aurhor's filly Hypotheſis, all Revelations 


proceeding through him,ſhould have been 
full of nothing but Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, 
\ and the Sanctions ſhould have conſiſted 
_ chiefly of alluring promiſes ; and yet . 
we Read in Exod. 20. That the Law of 
; Moſes was delivered in a terrible manner, 
by Thunder and Lightning in the , Mount. 
And Deut. 28. 15. Moſes utters ſo many 
Curſes againſt the tranſgreſſor of theLaw, 
as muſt'needs proceed from ſomething ves 
_ ry much different from the deſcriprion he 
oivesof hisown meekand gentle Spirit. -E- 
 tijah will be allowed by your Author, ' to. 
have been a perſon of tierce diſpoſition, 
as may be ſeen by his cling for Fire down 


ad 


and killing the Worſhippers of Bal - and rom 


. they would have had hitn- call down for . 
. Fire from Heaven, after Elyjab's Example,.- | 
i, Te know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of : 


command, - ( 1 Kzzg. 19. 14.) The Chil 


bleth himſelf before me , I will not bring the 


1ngs; and his Prophecy is ſofull of Promiſes 


_ TE 


our Savipur's Ebuketo his Diſciples, when 


and yet not onely ſo, but he was incenlſed 
_ Abhab,by provocations of the tugh- 
elt Nature, becauſe by his and Jezevels 


aren of Urael' had forſaken the Covenant of 
his God, thrown down his Altars, and Slain 
his Prophets with the Sword, and he anely f 

was left, and they ſought his Life alſo. Nay, | 
Ahab had made up the meaſure of his ini- 
quity, by depriving Naboth of his Vine: 
yard, and his Life, -yet when the word of | 
the Lord came to Eljah the Tifhbite, he | 
became the Meſſenger of- good News to 
Ahab, 1 K3ng. 21. 29. Seeft thou how Ahab 
bumbleth himſelf befor me 2. becauſe he ham- | 


Evil in his Days. Tſaiah was undoubredly +| 
a Perſon of a very Sweet and Aitnabſ: 
temper, of a Noble Family, and well - 
practiſed in all thg_ Arts and Language of 
a flouriſhing Court, as this L-omeench h 
obſerves from that flowing vein of Elo- 
quence which runs-through all his Writ- 


of good things rgghe Church,that he is ſti- 
led, theEvangelical Prophet ;and yet he _ 4: 
= ER GS. _ tent 


pry 


(47) 

ſent by Godas a Meſſenger of ill News, e- 

ven to the good Hezekiah.1/.39.6. Behold the 

+| + days come, mben all that isin thy houſe,and that 

| which thy Fathers laid up in ſtore until this 
day, ſhall be carry 'd to Babylon, nothing ſball be 

left, ſaith the Lord, Andif any man read ch. 

53. of his Prophecy, he will find ſuch a de-//#. 53: 
{cription of a ſuffering Meſſiah, as could 
not have enter*dinto the Head of {ſuch an | [if 
 accompliſh'd Courtier, without the. afſiſt- Lo "| 

; | y ance of divine Taſpiration. Jeremiah was a il 
man of ſorrow, and yet your Author can- 

_ 'not fay, that none but Revelation of ſor- 
rowful things ,were made to him, for he 
foretold the Reſtauration of the Fews,and ' + 

- the preciſe time of it, whichcertainly was _— 
' no very ſorrowful matter. Lcould heap up | 

' - innumerable inſtances of the ſame Nature, 

to ſhew your Authors Foundation he 

| would build upon, ( /:z. That Propheſie 

was adapted,to the Natural temper of the 

Prophet, from whence he would undoubt- 

edly inſinuate, it was onely an effect of it) 

is falſe, and repugnant to the United Te- 

{timonies of the Holy Scriptures. Beſides, 

who could inform this Temerarious Au- 

'| thor of the Natural Conſtitution of the 

Bodies of the Ancient Prophets ? Who 

knows not that the humours of the Body, 

| are much alter, both for-the better and 

4 the worſe, by, External accidents, o_— 


» 


fd, or joyful. What wonder then that 
thoſe Prophets. who liv*d 1n the Peacea- 
ble and Flouriſhing State of the Church, 
as 1/aiah did for ſome time, and to whom 


. Joytul things were forthe moſt part revea- 


led, ſhould be of a joyful Spirit, and the 
contrary be recorded of theſe, who were 
ſent upon fad: and mournful Meſlages ? 
Which is moſt likely, that the meſſage 
ſhould be cauſe. of the Joy ? Or the Joy 
be the cauſe of the meſſage? W's 


S. To me, the Scales ſcemto hang ever. - 


L. But then;are thoſe predictions, whe- 


ther Joyous, or Mouraful, . Prov'd always 
to be trne by the event? I hope that is 
enough to turn the Scale on the Prophets 


{ide, 2 og Ei 

S. Youmay fay what you pleaſe, but 
{till you ſhall never make me believe, but 
that if God ſpake to Man, he would al 


ways ſpeak in the ſame Style, and that 
St ſs would be the.moit elegantand florid * 


(48 ) ; 


1 


of any other. Burt if you compare the firſt 
- of 1Jazahfrom Ver.11. to 20. with the 5th 


of Amos, from'21 to 24 ver. &c. Youwill. 


find that the Style of the Prophets is not - - 


always the ſame, but according to their 
ſeveral capacities; it is ſometimes brief,and 


ſometimes long ; ſometimes elegant, and 
{ometimes rude; in ſome places very plain, 


and in others full of obſcurity. - - 


nd 


© $1 
4 i 
—_— 
: * 


n 


 phets. 


oo - Eo. 


L. Difference of Stile is no Argument of 


|  arfference in things, nor 1s.the Elegance, or 


Rudeneſs of a Language, eſſential tothecon- 
veyance of Truth. The Hiſtory of Salafh... 
is as true as that of Livy; for he wroteof 
things done in his owntime; whereas Livy 


Is full of fabulous Relations; andyet I never p. 20. 


heard any Critick affirm, That his Stile is as 
compleat and elegant. It 1s enough for us to 


| believe, that God revealed his Will to thePro« 


phets, and othir inſpired Authors, but left the 
Narration to the natural Abilities of the Pro- 


 Fhets, whoſe Stile might vary, but not cheir- 


conceptions of the will of Goa. | 
S.But why then did he not alwayschuſe 
Men of the moſt pleg ant Stile to be his Pro- 


* L. Becauſeitbeing intended for the good 
of all Mazkind, it ought to beadapted to the 
eaneſt Capacities. As men of great, natural 


and acquired Abilities, werg fitteſt to-ſtand 


before Kings and Princes, To were R«ſticks 
and iterate perſons moſt fit to ſpeakto the 
capactty of the Valgar. © 
S. Well}, 1 will grant, that difference of 
Stile is no yery material Objection; . but 


what if the Hierogliphicks, and Prophetical 


Repreſentations were various alſo? Did not. 


yu ſee God ſitting upon a Throne high and 
. lifted up, and his Train filed the Temple, 1/.6. 


But Ezekiel beheld him as a fire, of the colour 
i E | G 
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(50) 


of Amber. Ts it not plain, that both ſaw God 


7n the ſame manner, as their reſpettiye 1magi- 
nation aid before the Viſion repreſent him to. 


Z e 


ture ſays, is, That God made himſelf known 


by thoſe different Repreſentations to Iſaiahand. = 
Ezekiel ; does it therefore follow, that they. 


made theſe. Repreſentations to themſelves, out 
of their own Faniy? Tf theſe FHreroglyphicks 
were really repreſented to them by God, 
what neceſſity was there, that they ſhould 
be adapted to erroneous prejudices of the 
pd 2a ? Such Revelations would be pro- 


ductive of Error, and God would thereby 


become the Author, Abetter, andConfirmer of 
Falſhood in the World; which none will at- 


firm,but thoſe who thinkGod tobe nothing 


elſe but the ſetled courſe of. dull and ſtupid 


matter. If the heat of their own Imagina- +. 


tion coined theſe Images to its ſelf, then 1- 


ſatahand Ezekiel were perfe&tly mad men, 


and zheir writings no more worthy to. be 
preſerv'd, than the rambling diſcourſes of the 


Inhabitants of Bedlam. Nay,admitting this, ' 


they muſt be preſum*d to have been the 
reateſt Fools of all the Jewiſh Nation. For, 
ow could men inſtructed in the Moſazck 
Law, which forbids al! corporal Repreſenta- 


tions of Goa, becauſe they ſaw no ſmmlitude © 
. of him in the Mount, frame ſuch groſs conce- 


pt 0s 


*L. Notin the leaſt : All thatthe Scrip-' 


Os. + 


(181) 
tions of God, as of a Kyng futing upon a 
F mol a flaming fire ? Or eee to 
* fancy Godafter that manner, how does it 
come to paſs their writings are-not tarniſh- 
ed by ſuch groſs conceptons,butthatin them 
we and clear Notions of his ſpiritual and 
incomprehenſible Natare? ref4. - 

S. Ay,but the Revelations to the Prophets 
did vary not only in the manper, but in the 
perſpicutty of the Revelation its ſelf. Thoſe 
» made-to Zgchariah were fo obſcure, that 
without an Explication they could not be 
underſtood by that very Prophet. And Da- 
\ niel could not underſtand bi, -when 7hey 
were explained by an Angel to him.W hy there- 
fore {ſhould we trouble our Heads with the 
. Writings of thoſe Men, who ſcarce knew 

what they wrote themſelves ? - 
L. He is a Prophet that certainly. knows 


, rnanner : of this' Iſaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, nor- 
any of thoſe doubted, whom the Jew!b, 
Church receiv'd as Prophets. As for the Sub- 


all that wasincloſed inithat,much leſs that 
| he ſhould perceive it by the firſt View of 

the Hieroglyphical Repreſent atzons, till iz: 
Ver form#d of Th matter by an Angel ' ſent fron 
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that God ſpeaks to him in a ſupernatural 


jet-matter of their Prophecy, it 'was-not ne- y +0; 
ceſſary that the Prophet ſhould underſtand 


. God : For he being only a Meſſenger from 
| Gad, it 1s neceſſary he ſhould be certain 


, ( 5») ) 
deritand the whole Subjeft-matter of bis Mef- © 
ſage. For even Temporal Monarchs ſend in- 
clos'd InftruQtions by their Ambaſſadors ; 
and ſince the Meſſage it ſelf did not ſomuch 

- concern the Propher,as ſome. part or Ageof 
the Catholick Church; and therefore it. was 


bd s 


7 


fully, as he receiz/d it, without Explaining 


And yet after all, the Scripture only ſays, 
. © That theAme _ ved the Hierog lyphicks to 


"IE: Daniel, and that Daniel fainted and was ſich, 


fo befall his people. > | A... 
S. O you miſtake the matter ; for we 


27. contemplation of thoſe many Evils That were 


poſe to make Daniel underſtand what ſhould 
_ befall his people in the latter days —"And they | 
Chap. 21. mnatter ſtill remained obſcure, becauſe none. at || 

| that time had ſtrength enough to imagine ſuch 
a wonaerful bafoels. " OE 
L.Thisfeemsto me to be one of the moſt 
abſurdeſt aſſertions that ever aropt from the 


x. It ſets bounds to the power of God, as if he 
was willing, but not able to declare his mind to | 
Daniel, zor to any of that are, with plainmſs | 


and perſpicaity ſuitable to the Subjef?. 2. It | 


” 


| that it is God that ſends him ; but 'tis not - | 
equally neceſſary that he ſhould always an-, | 


WE! _-- - "enough forhim to deliver the Meſſage faith- 


all that is hard to be underttood therein :? | 
28.and's, 4/4 his thoughts much troubled him,pe rhaps by 


_. read, ch.11.14. That the = noyy par- | 


Pen of un Author pretending to Reaſon. Fos, | 


j 


F: 


A 


 Juppeſes | 


C 
F 


p |, * 


what he had done, and hid himſelf 
which ſhews, he had. no other Notion of 


(53) 


ſuppoſes Hrength of Imagination to hear a real | 


voice, which is a new ſtroke of Philoſophy. 3.1t 


ſuppoſes Daniel able to hear ſome words of the - 


Anzel, buz zor all that concern'd his people, as 
if the Anzel was (0 ſbort-breath'd, 45 n10t to be 
able to tell out all the ſtory, or Daniel [o weat 
in his capacity, that it was beyond the power of 


' God himſelf to enable hims to underſtand the 


_. matter. 


F, I cannot conceive, but that if the Pro- 
phets had been taught of God, they muſt have 
known all things ; but we ſeeEthe Author of 


Joſbua's Hiſtory Erroneouſly apprehended - 


the Sun to turnround the Earth; whereasall 
modern Virtuoſo's agree, that the Earth turns 
round the Sun. Solomon underſtood not the 


true proportion between the Periphery, and Di- 


ametre of the Circle. Nay, 1 can ſhew you, 
from the te#imonies of the very Scriptures, 
That the Prophets had very vulgar and erro- 


COWS Apprehenſions of God himſelf : 


L. If you can make out that laſt thing,T 


. will acknowledge you ſpeak much to the 
_ purpoſe. FE 


S. Adam apprehen ded God as j cons of - 


rom him ; 


him, than his being the Creator of the World. 


-In the fame manner was God revealed to 
_ Cain and Lamech, as ignorant of Humane 
rs from Ger. 18.4. 4- 
E 3 - a. 


Af airs. And it appea 
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(54) 
braham knew not.that God was an Omnipreſent 
and Omniſcient Being. 


L. Did God tell Adam, or Cain, or La- +| | 


mech, that he was only the Mater of theWorld, 
but ignorant of Flumane Afﬀairs. 
S. No... ads Is CI DIY 
L. How then can God be ſaid to be're- 
vealed as thus ignorant, unto them, when it - 
is Evident their ignorance preceeded the Di- 
vine Revelation, and was not occalion'd by 
it? We do not ſay, that inſpired Authors y 
knew all things; for Omniſcience is an incom- © 
mmnnicable Attribute of God ; much leſs, that 
they knew all things before God was pleaſed to 
reveal his mind anto them ; but, that they had 
an infallible certainty, that God aid ſpeak to © 
*ern, and that whatſoever he ſaid was true. As 
for your Suppoſition; That Adam knew God 
only as the Creator of the World ; it is almoſt - 
as much as to ſay, Adam knew God only, as 


 heknem all that is to be knownof him. Forthe 


viſible things of the Creation, make known 
an inviſiblepower of Godhead. We cannot 


| ſuppoſe Adam could know, that himſelf 


and the whole world was made by a ſupe- 
rior Being, and yet at the ſame time not 
know, that this ſauperiour Being was endaed 
with Wiſdom, Gooantſs and Power. Nay, ſo 
faris it from Truth, that 44am, when he hid 
himſelf in the Garden, only knew God « 


Maker of tbe. Warld ; that he had received & 


Command 


o 


* would be an Eff | | 
this Firſt Cauſe muſt know this Union; 0- 


(55) 


Command from him as Lawgiaer, at the veg 


ry moment, for ought we know, of his 


Creation, Gen. 2.16,17. And the Lord com- , 


manded the man, ſaying, Of every Tree of the 


Garden thou mayeſt freely eat — But of the 


. Tree of theRprowleage of Good and Evil,thow 
ſhalt nor eat of it ; for in the day thou eateſt - 


thereof, thou ſbalt ſurely die. If therefore 4- 


- dam apprehended not God as Omniſcient 
and Omnipreſent, he needed not have hid 
» * himſelf from him 3 for he was pretty fure, 


that God did not with bodily Eyes behold him 
taking the Forbidden Fruit ; but his Fear, 
Amazement and Confeſſion, without doubt, 


aroſe from the Notion he had of his inviſible * 
| Power and Godhead. For Omniſcience and Om-. 


nipreſence are inſeperably intervoven into 
the very Notionof a God, as he is Creator 


. of the World. For the Firſt Cauſe muſt be 


united to _—_ Effet; otherwife there 
et# without a Cauſe; and 


therwiſe it would at Dy Huge : from 
whence it 'unavoidably follows, That if the 


firſt Cauſe know any thing, it muſt know all 


things, ſince all things have alike dependance 


«pon it. "Tho the Scriptare therefore repre - 
fents God, as walking in thi Garden, RE. 


Yet this may well be underſtood of ' forms 


| Angel ſene by God upon that meſſage, it 
| being familiar with the Scriptures > 
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(56) 
{cribe ſome things to God, which were - 


apparently done by the Migiſtry of his 
Holz dane or does 1 follow, that 


Adam thought God to be ignorant of hu- 


mane Afﬀairs, becauſe he endeavoured to 


hiae himſelf from him ; For all Fear, and e\- 
pecially that which has Guilt for its Parent, 
15 aptin its own Nature, to diſorder Mens 


Reaſon,and to make them do abſurd things, 


for which no ſufficient Reaſon can be grv- 


en. If a man for Fear, whether real or :ma- 
uns ſhould, to avoid the Sword of his E- 
, throw himſelf down a precipitating 


= Rock. into the Waves of the Seq , or Fun into 


the Flames of 4 devogring Fire, it does not 
follow, thatthis man. thought that the Wa- 


fer coal not drawn, nor the Fire burn, northe 


Rock daſb him to pewces ; but we may rather 
conclude, that the imagination of ſome ims 
pending danger, made ſuch violent impreſſions 

on his Brain,as for the preſent drove thence 


the uſeof clear and in Z 2 ar Reafon. Adam 


was ble of Guilt, and the Fear of Pu- 
ziſbmeut threw him into abſurd . and ridica- 
lous meaſures to-eſcape it ; but we muſt not 


aſcribe that rohzs Reaſon, which was mani- 


ſeſtly an Effet of his Fear andTerror.Beſitles, 
Whos your Author obſerves of the Ign0- 

or Cain,&c. refleAts nor Di- 
minution ppon revealed Light, but rather 


Upon his gdored aphr of Nature, For yp 


f 


# 
& 


45 approving Mufther ? or that Murther is 


| keming to diſown rhe Omniſcience of God,is 


6a): 


; - dam thought God, was not Ommiſcient or ,_ 
Omnipreſent, 'it was becauſe the Light of 


Reaſon gave him no truer a Notion of a 
God. Your Axthor indeed would inſinuate, 
That God was revealed to him as ignorant of 
Humane Aﬀairs; but ther-it muſt be in ſome. 


 Biblethat lies under the Aithor”s ſole poſſelſe- 


on; for no ſuch thing is mentioned inany 
of thoſe which I have hitherto ſeen in the 
World. OE, 

S. But was not God revealed as ignora 
of. Humane Affairs to:Cain, when he ask'd 
him, (Gez.1 0.8.) Where is Abel thy brother ? 

L. No: thedire& contrary is more appa- 
rent : for. when. Cain deny*d the Maurther, 


\ 1na very furly Diale&t, viz. Am 1 my Bro. _ 
 ther's Keeper? He was made to underſtand, 
that tho his Murther was hid perhaps from 
Man, it was open to the ſigbt of God. XY 


S. But does not his Queſtion ſuppoſe he 
thought otherwiſe? — 

L., Wicked Men may think as they 
pleaſe ; but their thoaghts throw leſs Ai-. 
perſion upon revealed. Light, than they do 


upon the Light of Nature. Caincommitted 


Fl 


Marther upon. 4bel, will your Aathor there." 
fore conclude, that God was revealed to Cain 


agreeable to the Light of Nature? And yet 1 
Cair's ſpeaking againſt Natural Light, in | 


RF 


> 


no 


PS 
no more an Argument, that he thought God 
not to be Onmniſtient, than the killing his bro- 
ther, was an Argument, that he thought God 
robe a lover of Injuſtice, or an approver of the 
(bedding of innocent blood. Wicked men wall 


corrupt their natural Notions of moral good 


and evil, as well as the more ſpeculative Idea's 
of the Attributes of God; but all that wecan 
conclude from thence, 1s the neceſſity of Di- 
vine Revelation, to prevent Atheiſm, Deiſm 


nd [aolatry, or Polytheiſm ; and to enſure 
- the moſt binding Sanftions of Rewards ard - 
Puntſhments, upon the immutable Laws of 
" Nature. 2 


$. Some Men will deny Motion, when 


their Tongues are running fo. faft, thatno 


Man can be heard bat themſelves. Was not 
Abraham ignorant, that God was Omnipre- 


ſent and Omniſeient, when he begg*dof him 
not to execute his Sentence of Vengeance, 'till - 
be knew whether all were worthy of that pu- 
#iſhment, or ng? And does not God himſelf 
ſpeak thus (ar leaſt in the Imagination of 
Abr aham,) Gen.18.20. Becauſe the Cry of So- 
dom and Gomorrah is great, and becauſe thrir 
fit is wery grievous, I will gd down and ſee 
* whether they have done altogether according to 
the Cry of it, mhich is come unto me; and if 
#ot, T ſhall know: at 


EL. Abrabanis words to God, viz. Perad- 
venture there be Fifty righteoms in the City, 


CON» 


(SEE - 


 Tontam no more than a'Petition, that God 
would ſpare a great number of wicked perſons, 
for the ſake of a few righteous therein ; He 
_ does not preſume, that God did not know 
xhow many righreous there were there, but 
he prays, that if Fifty were found,all the wic- 
ked might for their ſakes eſcape their intended 
deftruttion. In v. 20. we havean Afﬀertion, 
That God had knowleage of the fix of Sodom, 
for the Cry was great before him. And what 
+. weread,-y, 20.0f God's deſcending to know» 
whether it was ſo or 20, is but the continua- 
tion of a Meraphor drawn from the like A- 
 tionsin Men;a Figareus'd in moſt Authors, 
and not unfrequent in the holy Scriptures ; 
where we often read of his Hand, hi Arm, 
or-his Eyes ; and yet the Jews were never 
fo ſtupid as' to worſhip God under the 
Sculpture of any ſuch Corporeal Repreſenta- 
Hons, | 
_ S. If you would read the 3d and 4th 
Chapters of Exodus impartially , you 
would find, that Moſes himſelf had no a- 
dequate Notion of a God : For God was' 
revezPd to him, as ignorant of humane 
Aftions. For tho God told him, Chap. 7. 
wv. 28. That the People of Urael would hear- 
kex to. his Voice, Moſes, Chap. 4. v. 1. An- 
{wer'd, Behold they will not believe me, nor ' 
hearken to my Voice, for they will ſay, the 
Lord hath not appeared unto thee, | 
EEE EE E. 


3 


( 60.) 
TL. Believing, being an Att of 'the un- 


derſtanding and the will, jointly co-ope- 
rating together, none but God can foreſee, 


which way the will of Man, when left to 


its Native liberty, will incline it ſelf. As, - 
| for Men, they. .can onely make probable 


Conjefures of it,. from reaſon and expe- 


rience in humane Aﬀairs : But Moſes - 
could not conceive. from either. of thele, * 


how it was likely, or poſſible, that the 
children of T/7ae! ſhould believe him upon 


lis bare word, that he was ſent by God to” -* 


deliver them from Egyptian Slavery ; his 


aſſertion therefore, Behold rhey will #0t 
believe me; proceeded not from his 1gno- 


rance of the Nature of God, but from his 
. knowledge of .the manners of Men, and 


eſpecially the children of 1ſrae!, who, he 
eaſily conjectur'd, would not believe him, 


without a Miracle,nor indeed, was it at all 


reaſonable that they ſhould have been:fo 


\ 


Prodigal of their. aſſent; to one that had # 


no Commiſſion ſiga'd from Heaven, by 


the Power of working Signs and Won- * - 
ders. But how does His ſuing for the. 


Power of Miracles, at all argue that he 
had no true Netion of God ? Or how do 
errors (provided they were ſuch, tho in- 
deed they were not) occaſioned by the 
deficiency of. Natural Light, refle& any 


 Aſperſion upon the plenitude of Divine 
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Revelation ?: For whatever Moſes might 
ſay to God, we don't read that God ever 


faid unto Moſes, that he was ignorant of 


humane A&tions. Some Divines "indeed, 
who with your Author pretend to the 
higheſt adoration of humane reaſon, have 


- aſſerted, that God is ignorant of thoſe fu- 


ture contingents, which depend upon the 
free will of Man, and it this be true, 


Moſes, interpreted by your Author, had as 
true a Notion of God, as many of the 


Ancient Philoſophers, or fome of the 


Modern Arminians, Socinians, and Preiſts 


themſelves, tho it is clear by the Holy 
Scriptures, 'that God by his Prophets has 
foxetold thoſe Aftions, which depend up- 


on the free will of Man. 


'S. Andis this all you have to ſay? 
L. No, I will add, that tho God had 


told Moſes, ver. 18.,of the 3d Chapter, 


That the Children of I{rael would hearken to 


' his Voice, Yet at the {ame time, he in- 


form'd him, ver. 20. That be would ſtretch 
out his Arm, and Smite Egypt with all his 
Wonders. The Words therefore:/of Moſes, 
Behold they will not beljeve me, nor hearken 
to my Voice, imply no contradittion to'thoſe 
words of God himſelf, v. 18. Chap. 3. Pe- 
cauſe they relate to a different time. It 


. was true, what God told Moſes, that the 
children of 1/rat would hearken to his - 


Yoice, 


P. 24. 
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Vaice, when it was .confirm'd by Signs 
and Wonders, which were wrought in the 
Land of Egypt, and it was true, what 
Moſes ſaid to God, that they would not 


believe him, nor hearken to his Yoice,. 
before. thoſe Signs and. Wonders. were 
- wrought before them. It does not appear 


from hence, that Moſes doubted .of the 
Kyowledge of God, but only longed for that 


. aſſiſtance of his Power, by which God had 


told 1M, he would free the Iſraelites from the 
flaveryof Bonaage and Error. Beſides, (Ex. 


48.) God was'revealed to. Moſes, as fore-' 
knowing, that tho the 1/raelires might at firſt 
aeſpiſe, yet at laſt they would hearken to the 


voice of Moſes. | old Figures 

S. All this ſeems to me, to be nothing 
but Evaſion, Moſes himſelf had wrong 
Notions of the Nature of God. He look'd 
upon him as a Being, thatalways was, is, 
and ever ſhall be, and for that reaſon cald 
him Jehovah, but he'taught nothing of his 
Nature, but that he was Merciful, Living, 


and very Jealous of. 'Tranferring his Ho- 


nour toanother.  _ "Es 
L. If Moſes conceived no right notion 


of a God, Pray.let us know your Authors 


Opinion upon that Subject. _ - 

S. My Author gives no Definitions, but 
i is plain fromthe 26th page;that he looks 
upon Moſes Conceptions of Love, and 


Mercy, 


d 


. — 


ED 


 Iy erroneous, mean; and vulgar. | 

'  L. They cannot be conceived errone- 
ous, unleſs you can prove, | that Moſes 

- thereby aſcribes ſomething to God, that 
is imperfect, or vicious in its own Nature, 
which I preſume you will never be able.to 
do. Love, as it is a humane paſſion, may, 
be vicious when placed upon a wrong ob-. 
ject, as when we love thoſe things which: 

?are forbidden, or 'when it. is too remils, 
or . too vehement, in reſpect of thoſe obs, 

jects upan which it is placed : Burt as It is 
a Principle of doing Good, and Fruitful of 
Beneficial Emanations to/Men'/and Angels, 
it 5 the Perfettionand Glory of the Divine 


Nature, in ſo much that- the: Apoſtle is 
not affraid to ſay, that God is Love it 


ET 77 


S. But. what think you of Pity, Mercy; . 


> Jealouſy, are thoſe paſhons worthuly a- 
_ ſcribed unto God? | + at 
_L. Yes, very worthily, provided you 
remove from thence thoſe unperfections, 

_, which unayoidably ariſe from the Nature 
of a humane Soul, and the contexture of a 
humane body.. All our AﬀeFtions are ac- 


company*d with ſome violent perturbation. 


of the body, which cannat be. in God, 


» whoisan incorporeal Being, | Wherefore 
EE 7 


tho 


+ 


Mercy, and Jealouſy, (which are humane, 
paſſions) 'when aſcribed to God, to be ve-. 


r Ds 
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tho Pity, Jealouſy and -Angerbe attributed 
to God, for want of proper and intelligible 
Names to-expreſs ſomething that is like 
them in the Divine Nature 3 yet we can- 
not conceive Moſes ſo ſtupid, as to think 
that God felt the ſame perturbations that 


. Men are ſenſible of in theiraMiQtions. The | 


Scriptare repreſents God as reſolved to pu- © | 
niſh unrepenting ſinners; and this Reſolu- 
tion it calls his Anger; and it ſhews us, that 
God is ready to ſuccour the afflicted, and 
to extend his Pardon to ſame, who accor<:! 


ding to ſtrit Juſtice are unworthy of-it ; 
- and his Propenſity to thoſe voluntary Fa- | 
_ vours Mops calls: by the Name of , 


Mercy,: and his Eternal Decree, That his 
Honour ſhoulll not be given to his Creatures, 
by an eaſy Metaphor is ſtiled Jealofy, But - 


all this includes no Erroneous Apprehenſi- 


ons of God, it onely expreſſes theſe attri-_ 
butes which are known by the light of - 


Nature, in fuch words as are moſt intelli- + | 


gible toll the different Degrees of Men 
mn the World. : % 2; 
S, You may fancy what Figures you _ 


_ Pleaſe, but can you ſhew any good rea- 


fon, why Moſes muſt -be underſtood to - 
ſpeak ina Figurativeſenſe?. 
_ £. Becauſe inthis Life ye all ſee God, 
darkly, as through a glaſs;. and therefore 


. cannotin all things ſpeak properly of him 


as |. 


Y 


=”; 


a3 he is, but muſt be compelled by neceſ- 


ſity to transfer ſome words. from thiofe 
things wemore perfetly- underſtand, to 
fignfie thoſe Perfeftions in God, which 


| areleſs perfe&tly underſtood by 'us. 
. _... 8, T wonder you will deny,. That the 
 *. Revelation was adapted to the Capacity 


of the Prophet, when ſo many Inltances 
of .it are brought by this Author, extract- 


|. edfrom your very Bibles, Moſes thought 


God was in a peculiar manner,,Governour 


_ of the Fevs, but that the Government of - 
_ other-' Countries was left fo inferiour 


Deities, who were called, the Gods of 0- 


_- ther Nations. See for this, 'Exod. 15. 11. 
and 2 Chron. 32. 19. He alſo abſurd- 
' ly dreamed, That God, who. is every | 

 'where, was confined to live in Heaven. 

- For this, ſee Deuf. 33: 27. Jonas pre- 

ſumed himſelf able ro fly from the very 

preſence of God. Solomon difpis'd all the 

- Laws pre(crib'd to a King, tho he was 

| eſteemed rhe wileſt of all the Jewiſh Na- 
_ tion. The DoQtrin of Ezekzel, is diretly 

_ oppolite to the DoQtrin taught by Moſes ; 
'as you will find, if you compare his 18 

Chap. with the 7th. Ver.of the 31 of Exoa.' 

or the 18th. of the'22d. of Jeremiah. Sa-' 

muel believed, that. God never repented - 


of his Decree, ;See- 1 5. Jam. Ver. 29. Fe- 


remiah taught,” that God; upon condition 


F of 
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*- of Repentance, 
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' Judgment' againſt notorious Sinners. It 
appears from Gey. 4. v. 7. That Man has, 


power to reſiſt Temptation ; but St. Pant 


teaches, That Man has no Government 
over 'his own Thoughts, or Attions, but 
by the ſingular Calling and Grace of God. 
See the gth. ro the Romans. And when 


he aſcribes Juſtice to God, he Corretts _ : | 


himſelf, by ſaying, He [poke after the man- 


aer of Men. From whence it 15 as clear to , 
me as the Sun, that what you call Divine 


Revelation, or Divine Inſpiration, never 


made any man wiſer than he was before, 


but either left him, or confirm'd him, in 


thoſe very Prejudices of Opinion, in which. 
at firſt it found . him : Unleſs in matters 


of Morality, for therein the Prophets were 
guided by known, and undeniable Max- 


$71.5; | 


L. You muſter up the whole ſtrength _ 
of your Auihor's Forces,, which conſiſts.” | 
more in number,than in true Worth and 
Dignity. Wedo not deny that God con- - 


deſcends in the onto mpenye of his Will, 
to accommodate himſelf to the weak ca- 


| pacities of his Creature Man, but that does 
no ways incline us to believe,-that he ever - 


reveals to Man any thing thatis falſe, or 


that he confirms him in his 'preconceived 
Errors, or that whenſocever he is pleaſed - 


ro 


: , . 
4 - 


did reverſe his Decree of . 


F j 


'4 
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to reveal himſelf in a Supernatural man-' 
ner, hecannot, or does not do it with the 

v ſamedegree of Perſpicuity, as one man can 

tell his Thoughts to another. God in- 
deed, has declared- more to one. Prophet 
than to another, but ſince he never ſpeaks 
any thing bur truth to any, this 1s fo far 
from being an Argument againft reading 
any of the Prophets, { for fo I call all ln- 
ſpired Authors /) that it isa/ftrong induce- 
ment to peruſe them all, that ſo what we 
' miſs in one, we may readily find in ano- 
ther. If Revelation diſcovered nothing 
new to Mankind, por confirnd truths of 
an eternal verity, 4t would: be alrogether - 

. needleſs, and: if it by being adapted te 

Men's erroneous Prejudices, confirm them 
in the ſame, it, would be pernicious, and 
God himſelfwould be the Author, Abet- 
tor,andDivulger of Falſhood1n the world, 
which I would have all young Men ſer;- 


Fs. _y to conſider, who are .addicted:to 


theſe Deiſtical Notions. Epicurus, who 

- removed the Deity from all thoughts 
of humane Afﬀairs, pays more honour” to 
the Divine Nature, than thoſe. who with 
your Author, ſuppoſe him to meddle 

/ therein, only to confound zataral Light, 
 andto contradict himſelf, and to ſend his 
"Servants to plant, and propagate Falſhood 
NH Eine 
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$- You ſeem now to he very hot, but 
can you diſprove the Author, whom you 
raſhly Condemn, becauſe he ſpeaks trurh 
more freely than is conſiftent with the In- 
tereſt, or Humour of the Clergy ? | 
L. IT defire-to be believed no farther 


than as you find what I fay is agreeable to 


the Teſtimony of Scriptures, by which it 
will appear, that God has Revealed no- 
thing to Inſp 

+can coridemn of Error. Secozdly, That 


he has declared to them ſuch truths, as. 


were directly repugnant to their Precon- 
ceived, Erroneous Opinions. And Thiraly, 
- T will ſhew you, thar the places of __ 
tare uſed by your 4 -— , areno ways 

ſervient to his preſent deſign, and pur 


If your Author would Arguefairly againſt 


the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, he 


: ſhould have produced ſuch placesin them, 


-which he couldeaſily and plainly convince 


of Error in matters that. belong to the ' 


Happineſs of, Mankind. But how much 
\ he fails 1n this, will appear by a Diſcuſſion 
_ of theſe Inſtances, which are alledged by 


him. Moſes taught the Jews, that that very 


God,who made the Heaven and theEarth, 
was their God, who was revealed to Abra- 


bam, Tſazc, and.Facob, and who then by 
8igns and Wor4ers, had brought them out 


.. oiineLand of Egypt ; which plainly _ 
: | . £aat 


— 


ſpird Authors, that any man 


Þ 


m—y 
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that he had right Conceptions of the Unity 


| of the Divine Natare, as the firſt, and only. 
4 cauſe of all things. But at the ſame time 


he knew, that the Heathezs worſhipped 


ether created, inviſible Powers, which -, 


they called Gods, tho unlike unto the 
true God, in all the Glorious Attribates of 


" the Divine Nature; and this isall that can 


be gathered from the 1 1h. ver. ofthe 1 5h. 
Chap. of Exodus, Who is. like anto thee, 


; | +O Lord, amongſt the Gods ? Moſes does not 
"| Here aſſert, thatthere are moze Gods than 
- one, but only intimates, . that there were 
- more m_ than one, which were ( tho 
[ uivocally) called Gods by 
| the deluded Pagars. © But why do we 
wonder, that inviſible Powers in compl:_ 
- ance to the common, Dialect at that time - 
- 1n the World, are ſtiled Gods, when Ma-' 
_ »giſtrates themſelves,by no improperFigure 
: are dignthed with the ſame honourable 
* Appellation, P/. 6th. and ,7th. I bave ſaid 


1ou are Gods, and all of you the Children of 


| the pnoſt High, but ye ſhall dye like men, and 


. fall like one of the Princes. Will any beſo 
..abfurdto conclude from hence, that the 


/ 
i 


Pſalmiſt thought, that. there was little or 
no difference between God and Man ? 
Nor does it at all appear from the 19th. 


ver. of the 324. Chap.'of the Chron. That | 


the Jews thought, that God left other Na- 
a tions 


. 


(70) = 
tions, to the Government of other Gods, | 
ſubſtituted by him ; the words are thele, 
£nd they ſpake again{t the God of Jeruſalem, * 
as againſt the Gods of the People of the Earth, 
which were the work of the hands of men. It 
was not the Befieged Jews, but the Beſieg- 
ing Pagans, who called thoſe inferior Be- 
ings, by the name of Gods, which were 
worſhipped by the deluded Pagers ; the 
Jews acknowledged them only asthe work 
of the hands of men. In the 37 Chap. of y | 
the 24.of Kz»gs, gives only an Hiftorical ' 
Account ofthe Sentiments of thoſe Pagers, 
who were tranſlated into the Regions of 
Iſrael, from remoter Nations ; they ;ndeed 
had the ſame Apprehenſions of the God of 
Teruſalem , as others had. of their 
Topical Deitys, who were confined tothe 
. Government of certain Places, Ferſons, 
Arts, or Sciences, according to the Opini=* | 
onolrhe Ancients, and therefore 'mingled _ | 
ſome Ceremonies of the true, with all the | 
Superſtitions of a falſe Religion, . But the 
Author of this Hiſtory, is fo far from ap- 
proving, that heutterly condemns, as well 
their Notions, as their Practices. In: the 
234. ver, — They fear not the Lord, neither 
' go they after his Statutes, or after their Or- 
. Alinances,gr after the Law and Commandment, | 
which the Lord commanded the Children of ;| 
Facob, wham he named Iſrael, yl 


; 


(71) 
,  S. Why then does the Scriptares call 
them Gods ? WE on 
L. Becauſe an Hiſtorian relating what 
"|" others have ſaid, orare wont to ſay, muſt 
 ſpeakin the ſame DialeQ, if he will keep 
 exaQtly to the truth 3 nor 1s any Aathor, 
| obliged to ſpeak always properly, when he 
© may. be better underltood by a Figure,— ; 
_ /. 'The Apoſtleſpeaks of ſome, whoje God was 
their Belly, and tells us, that Covetouſneſs ts 
: Idolatry, and yer 1 never read of the God 
| Y yaslg or Venter, that were worſhipped by 
- the Ancient Greeks, or Romans. Perſius 
makes him at moſt'/but a-Maſter of Arts. 


 Magiſter Artium tngeniique ; 
_Largttar Venter. - | 
Ayd Money it ſelf was not Inveſted with 


 , Divine Honours in TJuvenals time, if you 
| willbelieve the Poet. 


d 


q.-5 | —Nullas namorumereximns aras, 


I wonder your 4 -- ſhould forget 
one place of Scripture more conduceing to 
his purpoſe than any he has hitherto Cited, 
inthe 4th. ver. ofthe 4th. Chap. of the 2d. 
tothe Corinthians ; Satan is itiled, the God.. 
| f this World, how plainly might he infer 
| , 'Irom thence, that Star was revealed to 
Rap | F 4 _ 
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"\the Apoſtle, as the God of this World. 
S. But what ſay you to Moſes's Opini- - | © 
on, That God lived in Heaven, is not that | 
an Error unworthy of a Philoſopher ? And 
| altogether Pagan? | 
£. If Moſes had taught, that'God was. 
 {ſoconfined to Heaven, as tg,be excluded 
from the Earth, or from any part of the 
Univerſe, or from the Knowledge, and 
| Government of Humane Afﬀairs, it might 
— have given this 4-——- ſome very fpeci- 
| ous pretence to cavil ; but all that Moſes 
lays, in the 261, ver. of the 334. of Dear. 
Is, — viz. Thereis none like unto the God of 
Teſurun, who rideth on the Heavens in thy 
help, and in his excellency on the Sky.—— 
God is every where, but his goodneſs, and 
power ſtreams forth more upon one place 
bo . of rhe Univerſe, than another, for even as . 
_ the Apoſtle obſerves in inanimate Bel. " 
There is one Glory of the San, and another 
Glory of the -Moon, another of the Stars, * 
for cne Star differeth from another Star inGlo- 
71. So much more may- we apprehend. that 
God beſtows agreaterDegree of his Glory - 
upon thoſe places that are receptaclesof the 
+ bleſied Sainits and Angels, than upon thoſe 
which are defigned- to the uſe of ſinful 
men. And God.is ſaid, Emphatically, to 
' be there, where he diſplays the ſtrongeſt | 
Influences of his Grace and Glory | Your + 
=” - Author | 


> 


\, toſee God with his Bodi 
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Author therefore very abſurdly endeavours 


to diſparage Revelation, as. adapted to - 
"Erroneous Opinions of the Prophet, when 


hitherto he has given no Inſtance of one 


Error in them. 


- S. Whatdo you think of Moſev's defire 
to ſee God ? : | 
L. I think ſeeing God in Scripture lan- 


_ guage, implys no more than a mere exact 
' - knowledge of him, than we uſually have 


inthis preſent Life ; for ſo ſpeaks our Savi- 


_ our, Bleſſed are the pure in Spirit, for they 


ſþall ſee God. And the Apoſtles ſpeaking 

of a future State, aſſures us, That then we > 

ſhall fee him as he is. 
S. But Moſes, Exod. 334 18th. deſired 
Eyes. 

L. Then God ſhould have been reveal- 


|. _ ed unto him undera Bodily Shape,if your 
"Author's Hypothefrs was true, that God was 


always revealed to his Prophets, according to 


'therirC oneeptions of him. But your A-—— 


confeſſes that Moſes, nullam Dei, imagi- 
nemt cerebro F ormaverat, had formed no 
' Image of God in his Brain, and therefore 


that God appeared under noImage to him. 


If therefore Moſes had formed no Image 
of God in his Brain, he didnotapprehend . 
him as Corporeal; for we. always think 


- of Bodies under ſome Image or another, 


framing, or compounding Images of _ 
I To oo & ues 
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_ by us; - nor could he eli, 7 God 
ould appear in any Corporeal ſhape to 
him ; _ then his deſireof ſeeing God, can 


more exaCtly of his Spiritual Natare. ' 
» S. My Azthor ſays plainly,it implys a 
contradiction, fora man to {ee Gad ; but 


| Mofes erroneous Opinion, — There ſhall 
"20 a3 ſee me and live. 


- 


'words; according to.a known Hebrai/m, is 


| ſee God, which is a Revelation direQtly 
_ contrary to. the Apprehenſions of Moſes, 
' as keis repreſented by your. 4 — | 
S. My Author tells me, - that that fig- 
 nifiesno morethan, that God is not -to be 
ſeen, by reaſon of Humane imbecility, and 


' Viz, 1 hat it 'was repugnant to the very 
Effence of God to be viſible, becauſe that 
was above the Apprehenſions - of his Ser- 
.vant Moſes. i ies 

L.' Your 4——— makes Moſes think 
whatever he pleaſes ; in the 247. Page,he 
will have him think that God could not 
be expreſſed by the Image of any oy 
| | tnat 


7 dies that we. have not ſeen, from the | 
5 Images of thoſe Bodies which have been 


+ fignifieno more,than knowing {omething 


becauſe Moſes believed God to be viſible, 
God gave this Reaſonas conſentaneous to 


' L. And yet the true meaning of thoſe + 
no more than this, That no living man ſhall 


W— 


[Yo that God would not add the other Reaſon, 


<4 


that has been'ſcen, tho he was viſible, in 


y-- 
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the Apprehenſion of Moſes; but in- the 
26th. Page, he aſſerts, That Moles formed 
n0 Image of God in his Brain, and that there- 
fore God appeared not in any Image to him, 


thoother Prophets affirm they ſaw God; _ 


Bur-if Moſes thought God to be viſible, he 
muſt needs form ſome Image, tho per- 
. haps no true one, of God in his mind, be- 
cauſe we think of all Corporeat Beings un- 


' der ſome Figure or another, and if{o,your 


A-—- moſt groſsly contradicts himſelf ; 
and if you conſult the Text it ſelf, you 
will ſee nothing in it, . from whence you 


. can conclude, that Moſes thought God to be 


viſible, -- For we read ver. 18. that he 
ſaid, Shew me, befeech thee,thy Glory ; which- 
implys no more thana deſire to fee, not 
the Divine Majeſty its ſelf; but ſome Crea- 
ted Being, that might ſuſtain ' fome very 
viſible Signatures 'of the Glory of God -+ 
for whatever Glory God communicates to 
any Creature, as repreſentative as it were 


of himſelf, may very properly be called 


the Glory of God, -What is Recorded of 
Moſes's ſeeing the' back parts of God, im- 
plys no' more than this, viz That God 
is ſeen in the Effefts of - Revealed Beings, 


| ; - but is not viſible to us in the Act of Con- 


yerſation. 


] Ho 
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-.S, T cannot deny, but that ſeeing” in 


Scripture, ſignifies nomore than knowing, * 
or perceiving, and therefore T am not un- 


willing to underſtand this placg, as ſpeak- 


ing only of a clear and diſtin& pereep- - 


tion. TN 

L. I will not ſtand to confute ſome 
other ridiculous queſtionsof your Author, 
Viz. Where he Toys, That God threatned 
(Exod. 33. 2, 3.) to ſend his Angel onely 


to drive off theHittites, &c. In complyance + 


to Moſes Erroneous /Opinion, that other 
Nations were Governed by other Deities: 


When himſelf before had owned, that - 
Moſes taught, that God whom the Jews 


Worſhipped, was theſame that was from 
all Eternity, and made both the Heaven 
and the Earth : And therefore it could 


not be an Error in Moſes, to think, that 
God” made uſe of _— in Governing 


the World, when at the ſame time,, he 


Worſhipped, but the Lord Jehovah. ; His 


Obſervation J that Moſe s aſcended the # 


Mount to ſpeak. with God, becauſe, con» 


ceiving God to'dwell in Heaven, he could .. 
not ſo well imagine him /as he terms it) 
in any other place, is ridiculous tothe 


higheſt Degree of Extravagance, What. 
. 5 more unphiloſophical, than to confine 


imagination. 


# 


. taught, that noother Being was be 
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. - imagination to a Mounr , whichs tuns be- 
yond the very bounds of the Univerſe, 
1nto. imaginary Spaces, as far as it can. 
| have any Notion of: poſſible exiſtence. As 


if a Man could never Pray to God whom 
he believes to be in Heaven, unleſs he 


.- raiſed his imagination, by aſcending into 


the upper Room'of his Houſe, or clam- 


Ls 


ber'd up all the Stairs of the Morument. 
Nor is-he much} more ſucceſsful in his 
other inſtances, upon whichhe endeavours 
to lay his rotten and deceitful Foundation. 


. He tells us, That Jonas thought he could fly 
from thepreſence of God, and go into Regi- . 


0s, - ſubjected to other Powers, which were 


created by the ſupream God : But if this Jonas 1, 


. was1o, ow muſt have very-odd Noti- 


Pray, why does flying from the preſence 


ons, of thoſe Beings, who.were {ubſtitured 
by God to govern ather. Nations; he muſt 
think thatthey were blind,and ſocould not 
ſee him come into their Territories, (and 
yet Angels are ſ{tjled Watchmen in the 


_ Holy Scriptures) or that they were negli- 
. gent, and would give no Accountof him, 


to their ſupreme Lord and Maſter, and 
that reflets much upon Him, who made, 
or employ'd rhem, or as Traytors to their 
Lord, who would willingly conceal a 
Rebel, which is altogether as abſurd, as 
any: of the preceeding ſuppoſitions. But 


" 


of 
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of God, neceſſarily imply a deſign to avoid 
his knowledge, as confined to the Land of 
Canaan? Is not Cain (Gen. 4.16: faid to: 


have gore out-fiom the preſence of the Lord, 
and awelt in the band of Nob, before” ever 
God had given the Land oi Canazn tothe 
Children of 1/7ae/. From whence it is to 


me evident, that to go from the preſence of +: 
the Lord, ſignifies no, more than removing. 


- 


from that place, where the Revelation-of 
the preſence of God is made, to fome re- 


moter Region. And Jones fled to Tar-. 
ſbiſh, not thinking to avoid the ſight of 


God, butrather fearing Man, more than 
| -Godl; he would not by proclaiming De- 


ftruQtion to Nireveh, draw upon himſelf - 
the rage and tumult of a Popular Fury. 

Solomon ated contrary to the Law pre- 
ſcribed by Moſes to a King of Jae, by © 
multiplying Horſes, and Wives, and Cha- © 


riots, but it does not follow, that there- 


' fore God was revealed to him, as approv- 


ing thatin one place, which he condemned 
{a another : For Tfranſgrefſion- of a Law, 
oes not argue Error in Judgment; but ra- 


ther ſtrength of Appetite in moſt Crimi: 


' nals, few of which there are but can ſay, 


 —— Video meliora, probogue, 
 Deveriora ſequor.., © E 


ae, 


« FN 
4 © 
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The fame-Solowon, perſwaded by his 
' Wives in his latter. Days, went- tothe 

4 \ 3» Temphes of ſtrange Gods, ( Ipreſume ra- 

+ ther in compliance to their deſires, than to 

-- any inclination of his own.) Will your: 

\ A | hence conclude, according to his * 

1*', way of Arguing, that Solomon was taught 

: hi \ by Inſpiration, the Adoration of a plurali- 

| ty of Deitys, whenitisas contrary to Scrip-.. 

_4 > ures, as,it4Sto Reaſon it ſelf. As for his 

| 6 imagination, thar the 18h. Chap. of Eze- 

| + kiel,is repugnant tothe 77h. ver, ofthe3 4th. 

of Exod. and to the 18th. ver. of the 32d: 

| of Jeremiah, it is not” much more hard to. 

|  - be confuted than any ;of the other. God 

| * isdeclaredin the-7:h. of the 34th. As viſr- 

| ing the Iniquity ofghe F athers upon the Chil- 

dren, unto the third and fourth Generation. 

*And this is atruth, which all Men. muſt 

- -obſerve, whether they will or no, it being 

interwoven into thar confines: order of 

** things; which God has ſettledintheWorld. 

_ If God takes away an Eftate-from a wick- | 

© ed Father, the Son, tho'pious, becomes the 

|- . poorer forit, and che innocent Babe often 

| expires by a Diſeaſe, thar is gotten bythe 

| .- vicious Intemperance of a guilty Parent. _ 
\ ForGod, as Soveraign ofthe World ,may | "1 
- by vertue- of his indiſputable Prerogative, 5N 
inflit whatever temporal Evilsbe pleaſes, 
upon the moſt innocentPerſon, without In- 


juſtice 


Poienn 


er 


b 5% 


Jal.. weight of *Glory, hereafrer. | 
rs "RY thre] em tis truth; os. _ + 
$h! of Ezekiel, bur only afficms, That the "| 
Jon all not be pagi thed erermally for "the fin © i] 
,»y p- of h 


s Father : For thatEzekiel ſpeaks ofeter- -4 
nalPuniſhments, which are alwaysaMiQ-"M 
ed accordingtoMer it,ſeems to meevident 
from the 26ths wer..When the Richttous fo 
Man turneth away from his Rao reouſmeſs, 1 
and ommitteth Tniquity, and ditth in them; | 
for the Iniquity that © he hath done, (Hall fo 4: 
Ex. . che. Where a diſtinction is. — i=. | 
bY * "made berween. Dying in Iniqui 
| / is the caſe of every Sinner, -w 
withoutRepentance ; 'and ag for Ini- 
quity, which muſt-note flitute Puniſh- |. 
ments in the World to come, which are Ny 
called iptures 4 ſecond Death, | 
"I zel ſeers to me rather ii. this * | 
k- Che. to ſpeak of God's &iftribution of |' 
\ Temporal Puniſhnients. For the ens bad 
 - * taken up the Proverb, The Fathers have 
z eatenſowre grapes, BET”, the Childrens reeth I 
are - ſet on £age. Becauſe the Fathers had | 
comitted many grand. Tranſgreffioiis, and | 
NE IIS into Captivity for | 
tnem. . 


©... —” 


ons upon him, ; bocauſe 


| therefore E-ebieleruly affiritis, That the Sow 
(4.e. be puoiſhed in anger with 
- IF utter « cifion)” for rhe frarof the Father, 
Abd Sug the Son; bythe vice and folly of 
may fall into ry grear poverty 
Ws aMittions,” and by aiding, ,afif 
and 'to his Pathers 
7 make himſelf partaker-of 
| then is as obvious: to: Expe 
eaſon, that God does 1 
he. ; Fathers, _ the. 


"RE 


(4 ). 
ing 4 ; Kivgdow, fo plack up, and to pull down, 
| and to deſtroy .it.: Tf that: Nation againſt 
. whom 1 : pronounced,” turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil, which I thought 
20 do unto-thems..  Repentance in God can | 
 ignifie 'no- more than his not infliting 
thoſe, puniſhments, which. be has threat-. 
nedby his Prophets : But: it- does not fol- 
low; becauſe God' would not releaſe the 
-puniſhment of Saul, (which is all that can 


threatned puniſhment from any-other. re- 

_ penting, Sinner +. For God js not 4 Mar, 
C as the. Text fays, ). that - he ſhould mi- 
ftake feigned, for areal repentance. "There 
are ſome appearances. of contradiftion in 
the moſt elaborate Authors,. that ever yet - 
wrote in this World,” and the Commen- - 


15 we bs to it toreconcile ſome places that look 
| _ bike 


the New. Teſtament, . | 

.  S. Whatever, you: may fay to the on 

trary, a Repeipgon was always adapted. 
Capaci ry of thoſe towhom irwas made; 


- Supe al in chag which io called. ... - 
1. .;£- I will:then defire you; to: tell-me, 
11-4 harp 


"Noah 


 fators upon Ariſtotle himſelf are as hard . 


contradiction, \as- any: of thoſe who. \, 
| have wrote upon the Text of the Old and = 


$1 nakes me think there was nothing | 


_ be gathered from the words. of Samuel,) | 
that therefore God would..not. avert his Y | 


t cath the Revelation madeto FR 


A: 3 1808 

Noah, that the-World ſhould be drown'd 

. - with Water. What natural capacity was 

| | 5 there. in Nvah to conceivea'thing 10, ims 
| \robahle, as ſuch a Deluge, when the- 
_ greateſt Wits in. theſe days, who believe | 

| 1t was done, are fo. much, "Pup x to hed 

out m»_ manner ES its doing. | 


YI" 


| he could be informed qo that cc ny 
| © danger; andunleſs you can, conceive that. 
Noah was ſo ſtark mad asto build an' Ark, 
"and. take all manner. of Beaſts, and. Hoylt 
into.it, out of a. fantaſtical Fear, that, hg 
ſhould be drowned. upon. the dry; land ; 
you mult confels,, he did ir/by.virtue of: A 
| Supernatural.Revelation, _ + - : 
" |-*.'_ S, Have. you- any. orher; inſtance ofthe 
| like. naturef. .;-. 
L.:Yes,. more than in ſhall at. preſent 
| take pains to enumerate ;, but however, 
| Twill gratifie your curioſity with: Iwo or 
_ three, which will. abundanely. ſhew $f 7 
_ fallty of y our. 4: uch 
| Prone. Weojeatinrhe x Fi Che zA 
|. of Ger. that. Serah was informed by. r 
Ke ah (rorh, a9). hat ſhe ſhowls 
: G 2 


i? 


A——_ 


- 


_ tha 


1 force: up DPF placed wichou him, , 


op). 
Son. But who, "except Spinoſe will fay, 
E 10n was accomodated to - 
the capacity of” Sarah, ( or her Lord Abra- © 


ham) when Moſes cells us ig the 11h. and 


feth. ver. That Abraham ard Saralh were 


_ old; and well ſtricken in age, and it ceaſed 


to be with Sarah after the manner of Womes. 
Therefore Sarah laughed within herſelf, ſay- 


| ng, After T am waxed old , ſÞall T have Pear X 


fare, my Lord being old alſo. + 
S. A Womap might eaſily 1 imagin\ what 


| the earneſtly defired. 


''E. Tf you except againſt a Woman, let. 


us confider the 'Revelation made unto | 


Moſes, which' you will find. to be direQtly 


_ contrary tothe Apprehenſions, and. Frod 3 
the” Natural Conceptions of that mighty 


Prophet. IT wouldicign learn ho oy Ewns 


ar all agreeable to the narural Con 
. © of Moſes, that the lifting uphis Rod ould 


be ablexo work all choſe = ns, and Won- 


ders; which ir did" in the Land of Eg ypt- x 


S. 'Tho itwas nota Conception'agree- - 


. ' able ro reaſon; yet it might betohis Fancy, 
and weel know the firength of Tay "Y 


or wonders. 

L.' Tmagi 
very great force upon the imagining Per- 
ſon,” but that* it ſhould be. able to a 


tion, without doubt, has p ( 


fly 


Ao” . 
. be: 
- 
. 
. 


* abſurd ſuppoſition. I know ſome of the | 


my ny 
\ 
| y \ ; 


Ef 9h 


{8} 

isto me, till Lam better inform?d, a very 
Ancients have been poſſeſſed with an 
Opinion; that the very Eyes. of -an-Envi- 
ous Perſon, ;do do dart a Kind of Poyſon up” 
on thoſe wie are 1n'a Great Station. And 
the Poets preſum'd they had the \ame,\ or 
_ like effe upon other Animals. "1 


Ne eſcio_ quis Tez Fereros oculus mi feſeinat | 
09908. ROS 


"2d my Lord Wok ſays beds oy 
folve this Phenomenon, by the-EMuviums 
of the Animal Spirits : And if the matter 


- of it. were true, which I do very, much. 


ion, his -Lordſhips ſolution. of it, 
would-be the beſt that could be given. 
-. But ſuppoſing it true | yet ſuch weak 
-Effluvia's as are engendered by the - 
po” th of imagination, whatever im- . 

1on they can make on the tender parts. 
b Humane TORE” yet you cannot with- 
out Madneſs ſuppoſe them able to turg . 
_ Aarons Rodinto a Serpent, (or to make it - 
more like a Living Creature): or turn a 
whole River into Blood, to divide the” 
| Red Sea, lay all the firſt Bornof Eeypr, 
and do works of the like MC hs Na- | 


Ture. ' 


” < ? 3 D 
G Fw H.- 


(86) 


S. Did not Pharaohs Magicians Mo 


ſomething very like it ? 
L. All you can infer from thence is 


only this, 0iz. that they were aſſiſted by 


ſome inviſible Powers, which is more than | 
Men of your Principles are w! Ming to 


grant, who deny their exiſtence, | or at 


leaſt their intermedling with humane AF. 


fairs. 


in Divines call it) by inviſible Powers, 
ow- ſhall .a Man know whether thoſe 
Powers are Good, or Evil. 

EF. God being the F untain of all Good- 


| OY, no Revelation is made, or confirmed | 
= that is repugnant to the immura- -- 


Law of Nature, which conſitts in 
unteigned Loveto God, and'to our Neigh- 


Þbour. The Pagan Prieſts "made great | 
pretences to Propheſie and Miracles, but 
it was to confirm a ſuperſtition, contrary - 


to NaturalLight, t, and therefore thoſeſeem- 
ing Signs and Wonders, are juſtly aſcrihed. 


to the Operation of Lying and-Deceitful 
Spirits. For'theſe are known Maxims, 
that Good cannot proceed from Evil,'and 
that a ' Kingdom. divided againft it ſelf 
cannot'ftand, 'and we may as well con- + 


ceive that light can be the Fruitful Mother 


_ of Darkneſs, as that Sa/az can be the 
Jer, Abetter, or Confirmer, of the 


+ : Precepts 


Fa 


s$. But ſuppoſe, ſuch things done as I 


6rd 


| Precepts of, the. Decalogue, or the-moſt | 
> (wr oy our: 


Holy Rules of .Practic 
Blefled Saviour. /...;-.\ 21 
. SS. Does not/+your own: A 


- that Satan can transform. Rn into an 


Angel of Light? 


L.. We dow't ſay, that FrilSpixitsdo 


never Encourage a 


is groſs Wickednels-in. a. Religioi 


| ur that they. can't. be Ab 


N . mulgers, of that real and genuine. Sandti- 


ty, which is: preſcribed by the : Moſaick 


- and Chriſtian Religion,. and of, the'excel- 
| ence of which we have as clear Percepti= 
on, as. we, have of the Truth of any 


Mathematica Propolition. But to... 
by Moſes, and deſcend to the.other | 


p ets, - What Pre-conception by. Nature, 


could. 1{aiah have, that Cyrus ould be. 
King of Perſia, that - Fer - ſhould be 


deſtroyed by the Chaldeans, and: that that 
. very Cyras, (See 1/a. 44. 4.23. ), Should re-. 
build the Temple, / _ zo Jerulalem, 
. thou';ſbats be. built, and to the Temple, thy 
Foundation ſhall” te laid. If Revelation 
was adapted only tothe Capacity of the 
Prophet, certainly, 1/aiah was. a: Perſorr . 


of the largeſt Natural Capacity, that ever 


. _ yet was Born into the. World, Or,as T be- 


ou, ever will be Born hereafter, E 


"'G 4 Wed Ss. 


- 
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8; "You keep to inflances/ in the Old. 
Teftament, 'it "ok be +more to'my ſa- 


tisfaCtion, to hear ſomething of this Na- 
| ture to be#ledged out of the New. 


'L. What'think you'of the- DoArine 


of, the. Incarpatiqn- of the Son of :God ; 
"\the/ Holy Trinity, which are 
upon Divine Revelation ? Theſe 
adapted-to the Ca pacity, "OT 
Sear e# of any one- inſpired Author, 


'< fines my are above the oy Ana of all i 


Mankin 


S. 1 fear you miſtakes this : Author. 


His meaning is, not, chat nothing is faught 
in Scripture, which exceeds humane-con- 


ception, for ( as he ſhews, p. 28.) The 


Prophets were igriorant of ſpeculative 


things; and” were. of contrary Opinions 
—amongſt therofel ves,. and” therefore they 


might give Vent to-fome- odd Opint- 

ons, which -are altogerher 1 weooncilable 

Ms the reaſonab ie”: "conceptions of. other 
en. 


ound this wild affertion, and. & hope, 
nave. plainly ſhewed, that no ſuch thing 


can he deduced from them. But to come 6 


cloſer *to "the - purpoſe. 'Your Author 
muſt: Acknowledge; Either ' that the Pro- 
Phets ( as | he may all Divinely inſpired 
& |. \ | _ - Authors) 


T: TN ket already examined all thoſe 
places of Scripture, _u _ which he would 


j 


I» 


—— 4+ St. 44A 


.  xogs* 
"6 


en TE 
Authors) were aſſiſted and taught by G8d, 
or that they were guided by their Natu- 
ral Fancy, Reaſon, and Judgment. .1f 
Prophecy does come from God, and if it 


| beaccording to his own Definition, in the 


C — 


very firſt Words of ' his Book, the-certain'” 
Knowledge of - ſome things reveal'd to 


'Men-by. God, he (cannot overthrow the | 
certainty of it, in'Speculations as well as: 


PraQticks, -untill he-can deftroy the very 


Taes, which alt-rational: Men do entertain 


of God. He muſt ſuppoſe him either to - 


be nothing elſe, but the ſettled courſe and 


order of Nature, and then he, and' his 


- Diſciples 'muſt quit the Name of Dezſfts, 
and ſet upin the open Defence of Atheiſm: 
.Or, he'muſt bring apon the Stage'an un» - | 


thinking, ignorant; ,or' deceitful Deity, 


_ that. told his Servants 'a_ parcel of Idle, 
_  Contraditory ,, and Lying Stories, to 
amuſe the world witha Noiſe of Divine 
. Fruths, - whereas they: were in reality. 
- nothing elſe, but the Erroneohs concepti- 
-, oris of fanciful'Men. -But' if on the er d 


hand,' ke Acknowledge nothing at all of 
Divinity, -in thoſe whom we 'receive as - 
inſpired Authors, he-muſt then ſhew his- 


of thoſe Men, /are reconcilable with the 


_ - ordinary Courſe and Power of Nature. 


Ss, 


# 


narrowly ſoieother'time, but at preſent, 


_ ceive how ſuch a thing could be done, 
without the aſſiſtance of . fome inviſible 


=> 
-$. He does ſhe ew you, 1n his ath Chap- 
ter, that there er is, nor can be any | 


ſuch thing as a Miracle. U 
L. We awill diſcourſe that point more | 


I will onely urge one inſtance more; that 
uttetly- overthrows your Authors ſandy 


_ Foundation.  Weread,in the- 2d Chapter. 


of the A#s, that when the Apoſtles were = | | 
all- with one- accord in one place, there 

appeared unto them Clover 7 ongaes, and | | 
fate 'upon each of them, and chey oe oy FE: | 


filled with the Holy Gholt,. [Re | 


ſpeak with other Tongues, As the Snirie. | 
gave them "utterance. Now - 1--would' = 
ign learn from your Author, who ſome 
ſay was a School Maſter, and therefore 
ought to be well verſed in the Dida#icks, 
whether there be any way in Nature, to. 


teach any one Man, muchleſs'a N amber 


of Men, the Words, and Idioms of many_- 

Foreign and unknown Languages,, na "| 

moment, or inſtant.of time ? OLD Bb. 
S. I muſt confeſs, I earinot well con- | 


Power; but {till this only proves an infu- _ . 
ſed knowledge of words, but not "Ns 
things. 

L. If you grant an infuſed knowledge 


of words, it is the greateſt a in-the' | 75 
; | W orld 


.# | 
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World to defy -the poſſibility. of an in- ' 
fuſed knowledge of things. For it is much 
| more eaſy to conceive, that God can de-: 


clare his-will to ſome choſen Perſons,. and 
_ leave the-manner of expreſſing it to their- 


_ natural and acquired Abilities ; than that 
' he ſhould infuſe, ſimul & ſemel; in one' in- 
ſlant of time, .the knowledge of ſeveral: 

| "Languages into the minds of unlearned' . 


m 


 fince bs peaks ſo much for Morality i in all 


parts of his Book, I cannot" chooſe- but 


have a-go0d Opinion of him. | 


|  ' L, Morality, and- Mathematical. De-. 
_- monſtration, OW many times for canting - 
| terms, to be f| _ covers to-Wicked-. 


. tiefs and Non-ſenſe. - He grants, taePro- 
phets.had clear Perceptions of . Morality, 


or. ſo1 may all Mankind beſides, but that - 


| wweare not bound to believe; them i in any 
_ thing that is ſpeculative; that is, we may 
| Lawfully reett all the Credends of the 
Moſaick,” or. He Chriſtian Religion. | AS 
for Example, | according; to his way- of 


arguing, ' when the Scripture ' tells, Tow 


muſt Love the Lord your God, with all your 


| Heart, with all your Soul, Tt onely teaches 


you, that you ſhould. be Pious ; but you 


| >are not bound” to believe from thence, 


that 


SL for my part, -amreſolvedi never to / 
"be. a m_— in ſpeculative Matters, and 


if; "% 
(a 
[; 
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that: there is a God, or that he Governs 


the World, or that he alone is to be-Wor- 
ſhipped, fortheſe, according to his Hypo- 


_ thelss, are- ſpeculative Opinions, concer. / | 

which - the Prophets had contrary 

; _ repugnant Notions : And thus your ' 
Author would plant abundance of Piety, 

but ndt 'one grain.of the Knowledge of 

God in the World. After the ſame man-- 


ner, when*the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Theſ. 1. _— 
That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: ſhall be'reveal'd 


from Heaven, with his —_ Angels, v. 8.4 


ip flaming: fire, taking vengeance on thew 


that know not God, and that ay” zot the 
_ Goſpel of our Lord Fe us Chrift, v. 9. Who 
ſhall be paniſhed wit - Everlaſting Deftre- 


ton, . from the preſence of the Lord, aud 
from the, Glory of -bis. Power, ' We are to 
Learn,' that we are to obey the.Goſpel'in, 
being Juſt and. Charitable, but we muſt 


' not thence, infer, that thoſe who are un- 
juſt and uncharirable, Shall -certainly be \ 


Paniſved with Flaming Fire, or with an 


your Judgme nt what Friend he can be to 
Piety, Taker, or Charity, who diveſts 
them' of the certainty -of a future re- 


ward, and leaves.chem. no other Encou- | 
' agement; than what ariſes from the Go» 
- Yernment of the 4 Jn. this Life, ; |. 


"3 


\. which 


| Everlaſting. Deftrauttion from the ' Face of | 8, 
the Lord ; And I. will now leave it to, 


y 

_ (98) 
which tho it be a conſiderable part, = it 
cannot be.the. whole of humane Happi- 
* neſs. - Or, wherher he'is not an Ba 
rager of Impiety, Injuſtice, and Oppreſſi- 
'0n, and all manner of known and un- 
known 'Vices, who takes away from 
wicked Men, the Terror of being tor- 
mented with the Devil and his Angels. 
a tho our Saviour {ays, Mat. 12:16. 
If Satan caft out Satan; he is divided & are 
imſelf, FA Kzngdom cant "fade 
"il have this Adrien only adapted is 
. the Opinion of the Phariſees, | Lot no prop | 
,.that there 1 1Sa Devil, Or. any. Kingdom: -0f 
* malicious Spirits,and fo good night your 
ny Morality. Gn | 

S. When'you read his ah. ou 
_ will fee vols + earneſtly he Pleads _ 
'; Virtue." - 7 
=. If you will bring es what he ſays, 
another time, T will lSladly admit all that 
.is'true, and oppoſe WOW bur 1 
ous Falſhoods. SO 


(94) 


Conference HI. 


Ss. Ell, Sir, oo to. my pro- 
miſe, I baveread over the ath.. 
Chap of my Author, (paſſing by his third, 
becauſe it chiefly concerns . the Jews, ) 
wherein, I find - 5g to be a. Bo horm ous 
| Advocate of -true Virtue” and neſs, 
* which I value more thanany Speculative 
Opinion, ſo" much contended for. by the 
Sons of the Clergy. 
L. Ifobedience and ſubmiſſion to God, 
is the principal Law of Nature, then. it is 


. _ as much our Duty, to DENeNs a'Fruth': 


when revealed, as it isto a Com: 

mandment when 'it is pramulged;, and 
—_ it Slows, that. what he; calls Spe- © 
a_—_ - more nor leſs than 2 
praQica  cecelſiry Duty... | 
; © S. Your error proceeds from your falſe 
Apprehenſions ofa true notion of a Law. 


He ſhews you in his 434. Page, that the _ 


* word Law, abſolutely taken, ſignifies 
that, according to whichevery individual, 
or ſomeof the ſame ſpecies, do all, or ſome 
- one Ren ad 2 certain and "determinate .; 

ODER qo 


_— 


| 


Fd 


Rp - 
the neceſſity of Nature, or the conſent, or 
authority of Men: * . 

L. Thenfarewel at once toall Dove | 


* Laws, but thoſe which he fancys depend 


upon the neceſſary motions of matter,; or . 


are confined by the Authority of the w__ vil f 

Magiſtrate, or receive their-{trength fr | 
the 'mutual conſent of ſome determinate ates 

_ Society of Men. | | 

_ $. I hope you will not deny, that Cor- 
poreal Neceſlity is a'Law, when all Ay- 
"8; hoes ſpeak in the ſame Diale& ; doesnot | 
Cathes make mention of the Laws of Mo- 
ay; 
L. Cartes, and other Philoſophariene 
the liberty to Transfer words from their 
proper nificatjon, todenote ſuch things 
as are. beſt underſtood by -a metaphorical 
Expreſſion. - And hence it.” is, that tho 
| Obſervations, whichingenious Men make 

' ofthe. neceſſary reſt of motion of ' matter, 

. are called (but figuratively) by. the.riame © | 
of Laws ; but your 4-—— ſhews:no Legir | 10 
-\mall plenty of ignorance, whenhew Id ;.;- 17k 


--have the word Law,to Ggnifie,abſoka hk 


hy £C hc / 2 


 corporeal | neceſſity of.:;Nature, 
properly ſpeaking is not cabal Gre, receiy- Nomen Le- 


| © UgaLaw, _ Nay, he ſeems to contragi} ys afar 
himſelf, for -he fays inthe - 44%. 'Page\Fcs nam. # 
that the word Law, ſeems / to be uh rales ap- 


40 natural _- by Tranſlation, -an - ven 
by 


\ 


( 96. ) 
by Tranſlation, then not abſoſutely, «x 
properly, as 1n this place he. ſo boldly- 
aftirmeth. 

- S. But what need - his ſtrife about 
words, if weare agreed upon-the thing 
it ſelf ? Why may not my Author claim 
the ſame liberty of Speech, as is allowed 
to Des: Cartes, Gaſſendus, or others of our 
modern Virtuoſo? RE, 

-- L. Becauſe hedefigns thereby to eſta- 
-bliſha fatal neceſſity un the very minds of 


Men, which renders them uncapable of > | 


receiving a Law, properly fo called, which 
always ſuppoſes 2 liberry of choice, and is | 
aocatals with the Sanftions of Rewards 


_ and Puniſhments; for tho in the 44h. 


. Pagehetellsus, That ſome Laws depend 
the free Arbitration of | Men, yethhe adds, | 
- "That he mit needs grant, that all things are 
_ actermined bythe univerſal Laws of Naruwi, 
_ both ro Operate, and to Exiſt, in a certain, 
=...  wngvoidably manner ; and indeed if all « 
"»things that are, are are material, and rhe Soul 


s ſe] | wn. 4-9 particle of rarehied * 
yandaboare is bound by the 


| y of-narure; to-ſuch and fuch par--- 
A ules ; it follows, rhoſe Laws of - 
'Men which feem moſt Arbitrary, ars as 
much ſubje& to fatal neceſſity, as- any 
other operation of dull, and-unth 


matter. All che diſrence is that in he T8 


ba 


| 


7 


| 
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" 4efcending of a Stone, or the aſcending of | 
'8e Fire, we can-fee and underſtand the 
© Concatenation, and.,Co-ordination of ne-' 
[-  cefſary cauſes, 'but this Chain is leſs. viſible 
in the determinations of the Will, to what 
we call Moral Good-ar Evil. Bur THll 
| -there-is-a Chain, that binds a 'Man as - 
| * ſtrongly, as if its invincibility was mani- | 
| feſt to the Eyes of all. Men :-and.if fo, 
| then he that kills his Father, or..Mother, 
, adds by the ſame neceſlary Laws aff-Na- 
? *ture,as he that Honours and Qbeys ghem. 
"And. this is the beſt, and. trueft,;accaunt, 
thatT can give of your Author's Scheme of 
Morality. -- 
+8. You muſt needs miſtake e him, for 
: 2m has theſe. words, "hay | 
Dico ramen. has leges, ex placit Fe 
li 5 Fa munumn # rag La Fanpag 


!-Bu That is, becauſe your: 4D wank 
je edt wk the oragy of: contradicting 
his own Adertions, but obſerve his cay- 
\ tion, he does not ſay abſolutely, that 
theſe, or any Laws;do depend- ypon rhe 
reg will of. Man, but that they may be- 
aid todoſo., Firſt, Becauſe Map ibeing & 
| | pat of Nature, whatſoever i is done by the nt- © 
| -tefſftyof Humane Natare, tho ithe- gdaneby 
| (4 ae. taEEg w_ _ yr Irene; 
b, 2 
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mane Power, therefore ths Santtions of thoſe 


Laws may be ſaid to proceed from thewill of 
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get becanſe they proceed immediately from Hu 


Mz7. But what is this to the purpoſe ? If 


there be a general force of Nature, which 


determines/Aall things,even the very Soul 


and Wilt of Man,” to make Laws whether 
it will orno, then the making theſeLaws,or 


but neceſſary As, and Men are morally 
good or evil, not by ſree choice, but by a 


neceſſary compulſion : And this he plainly ' 
acknowledges in his: ſecond reaſon, and 


” if 


_ thepaying Obedience to them, are no free, | 


onely adds, that the Univerſal conſidera- . 


. tion of fare) and concatenation of caules, 


cannot ſerve us, to form right conceptions 


of Law, and that therefore tho all AQ 


_ ons are predetermin'd by fate, yer it is 
| better to talk of them as Free 'and Arbi- 


trary: | "{0R DINE 

S. Let us-not quarrel about words, but 
come to the Defimition- of, the thing, he 
tells you, that a Law'is a Manner of Liv- 


ing, which a Man. preſcribes to himſelf, _ 


_ or to others, for ſome+End, beſt known - 
' to himſelf; How do- you like this Defi- 


men? 7: 


- £. T ſhould rather have approved of it, 
if he had 'defin'd it'a Manner of Living, 


preſcribed .by. a aporicr to aif Inferior, 
and always attended with the'SanQtion of 


| * af 
=. 


| 


*Rewards and Puniſhments. "6:8 


þ 


i 


-+S, Every Man Loves. the Produd of - 
- his own Bratns ; but Pray, , why 1s your 
- Definirion to be preferr'd before. my Au- 
Yo RI OE Benn K 
*.-L. For ſeveral Reaſons. - Fr/t , be- 
| cauſe it des not exclude God from the . 
_ Legifſative Power, which is moſt lily | 
; done in your Author's Definition. A Law | ' 
15 a _Rule,. or- Manner. of Living, or 
Adting>hat. is ſuppoſed” to- proceed from 
 fome- Rational, Intelligent, or thinking. 
*Being. ' And if your Author: believes-that 
"any ſuch Being, is: really exiftant, 'why 
muft he be excluded from the Legiſlative 
Power, and his. Creature, Man, onely 
"anced ror? - / ff Re 
"8. Does not my Author expreſsly ſay, 


| (p+45.) That the Law 1s to be Diſtin- 


\ guiſhed into Divine and Humane ? - 


—L. Yes: But he tells you, that by a 
' humane Law, he means ſuch a manner of 
+ Living, as is conducive to. preſerve our . 
_ lives, or the -common..wealth, and by a 
_ Divine Law he intends no-more 'than a 
Law made, that has reſpe& to: the true 


| Knowledge and Love' of God. - So that a 


' Law :made by God, to preſerve a Com. 
mon-wealth, or the Life of Man, accor- 


yy ding to his DR is. a humane Law, and 
_ a Law made by wh 
+ the Love and Knowledge of God, be- 


an, which is referred'to 


H2 . , comes 


«.” 


v 
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comes a Divine Law. God is therefore 


abſolutely excluded by him, from any, ſo | 
much as Yote, or ſhare of the Legiſlative 


Power. 
-S, Well, what is your next Excep- 
tion 7 'S 


manner of Living preſcribed by a Man to 


£1 think i in the 2d place, that he does \ 
not accurately enough define a Law; by a 


himſelf. 'For Law implies Superiority in | 
 the\ very. eſſential Notion of it. If a Man |, 


preſcribes a certain way of Living, or. 


_ AQtingto himſelf, it.is'at moſt but a re- 
_ tolution, which may, upon. alteration of 
eircumſtances, be revoked without a Sin. 


If- indeed, he calls God as a Witneſs to 
_ {ſucha reſolution, it becomes a Vow, and | 
has in Lawful matters, all the Force and: 
Virtue of a Law. ; but that force ariſes 
from the: Superiority of the Perſon, Viz. 


God himſelf, unto-whom that Vow is mathe. 


S. Do not Senators make Laws, that : 


bind themſelves? 


. L, Yes, and very juſtly too. For the 1.4 
\ Authority of a Collective Body of Men, - © | 
is Superior to. the- Authoriry of any —_— 


Member of it, and he, . or they that of 
fend againſt 1 it, in all Democratick Go- 


CI 
- 


vernments, are to be look'd upon, . out ec" 


the Senate, but as SubjeCts. to that Supe- 


rior Power - which is in. the Colletted: | 
Body. DR AE Ee Sr 


5" IR 


el 


_— . 
-- 
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-$. "This at moſt, is but'@ vain. Logoma: 
FS ; Pray, what have you more than this 


* to object againſt this Definition ? 


:L. I ſay, Thirdly, that he very un- 


; *kilfully leaves out the SanQion of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, which are eſſen- 
021 to a Law. | 


- $.. Cannot: a Superior vreſctibe a Rule 


toan Inferior, without adding threats, or 


promiſes?. 


" 'L, Yes, he may * But then the. oblige 
_ tion to obedience ariſes from the. Good, 
" that may. be gained by Was Obedience, 


or by the Evil, that ma: 


1; If a Superior, by which Tunderand 
| "one that has Power and R 
commend me to. do a thing, it follows, 
' thar my diſobedience muſt needs ' expoſe 
1s to- the dire Effets of hi; Diſpleaſure, 


ight over me, 


and thar is a-{uficienc_. Sanction to 'con- 


4ſtitute a Law; without any expres threat- 
_. ning of any one particular puniſhment, 


"the Power of Inflicting, whichis fuppoſed 


—aseſſentially inherent ini the Superior Per- 


fon. Andthe rams. 1 is to be ſaid of pro- 
- miles. | Ca 


S. I think my Author ſhews very wel, 


3. " Hhiae cunaing Lawgivers allure-the —Y 


to obedience, to wholeſome Laws, 


; Propounding . to. them 'a quite difforear 


"od, from that which is eſſential to the 
'» i _ Law 


> 


o 
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- -Aally inflicted upon all that offend, yer it v4 


.nor the performance of any pleaſure, -or © 
: profit tothe! Subjett? % 


= 


Law its ſelf. For my part, Tam willing 
to be Virtuous, for the reward, that by _ 
the neceſſity: of Nature, muſt needs Spring - 
from Virtue its ſelf ; but I have.no great 
Opinion of other Allurements, by which 


you Divines would intice Men to follow 


your own 'DireCtion. ' 


L. T eably grant you, that there | isa ./ | 


pleaſure of mind, ariling from all Attsof | 


Genuine Virtue, as ther64s a' regret al 
 torment,- that attends upon Vice : And* 
that the certain pain, or plezfure, which 


Accompanies theſe, with the addition of 
*%hat probably may -be farther expeRted * 


\ from God, ate the very: Sanctions of the- 
Law of Narure. Bur if there were" no. 
- pain, or pleaſure, that followed any AQi- 


On, either by neceſſity 6f Nature, or 4ree” 


will of 'God, I cannot conceiv chow there - [2 


could. be any ſuch thing as a Law, © For. 
to what purpoſe is a Law, .when the 2 
Tranſgrefſion brings no Inconvenience, 4 


S.. How: many Laws are daily Tran, * 


greſſed, and yet no Puniſhment inflited%y [\ 
. 6a the offenders? Do they therefore ceaſe | 
_"tobeLaws? 5 # 


' L. No. Becauſe tho puniſhment] TD not: 4- 


ns threatned to all And the very danger of 
. incurring. 


| 
TT Wy” p WE + 


F Fl ES ; 


| 
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1 | 
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{ on. But ina penal Law, ifall poſhbility 
|." of offending God, or Man,: of our ſelves, 
- |. were taken away, it would then loſe the 

| \ yety Nature of Law, and revolt again 
| - joto..1ts firſt State of Indizjerency. To 


-. | thor very much miſtakes the point, when 
* he repreſents reward> and puniſhments, 


| - andhave not Learned the great Art of be- 
| ing Virtuous for Virtues ſake. For. res 
wards and puniſhments, are adapted to 
| --4woik upon the will and affeCtions of all 
| © mankind, even the. Author himielf, who 
| would not have ventur'd to write ſuch a 
|. . Book, '1f; he had liv'd in a 'Countrey, 
| - Where he-had been ſure to have been pun= 
+ Hſhed as he deſerves for x. Hethat Loves 
# Virtue, or hates vice, muſt do it either for 
| ;., fome Good, or Evil, effentially inherent, 
* of accidentally annexed to them, and if 


| _ ©plain, confirm and enlarge theſe SanQtions, 


[ .. but rather that ir isa reaſonable ſervice, ' 


[#7 : 
: S429; : 9. 


off 
% * - 


| 


incurring the penalty, isa ſufficient SanQti- 


..-pain therefore Good, and to avoid Evil, is 
- 1... the true Ends of all Laws; and your Au-. 


as adapted onely to govern the- vulgar, 
' 2h «5 4 | ; 
| *who know not the true End of Laws, 


| i*. God by Moſes. and our K's 7 did ex- 


| ©: or adapt them in ſome caſes to the appre- . 
[> henſions of the vulgar, it does not follow, - 
| * + that obedience to theſe Laws is ſervile, 


+ 12K 
LTH 


be ( 104 ) 
$. Is he a juſt Man, that forbears to 
ſteal for fear of hanging ? p 
L.. No: but yet he may be a juſt Man, 
; who forbears to ſteal, for fear of running 
into thar Evil, which reaſon ſhews is in- 
trinficall inherent in it, or which God 
by: his Prophets hes threatned, as conſe-" 
 quential to it. - And therefore to diſſwade - 
Men from having any regard to rewards, 
or puniſhments, is 'the fame thing as to 
diſſwade them from AQting like en, Or ; 
Chooſing what 1s belt, like unto rational 
Creatures.  - 
[Fs Norwithſtanding your - Pulpit-Cants, by 
Author gives you: a more noble - 


Sd eme of Virtue. He ſhews you, that . i 


our underſtanding being our belt part, our 
chiefeſt happineſs conſiſts in the 37; 
on of that moſt excellent faculty. That 


all certain knowledge: we can ave, de- | 


_ pends upon the knowledge which we 
| have of God, becauſe nothing can: exiſt, 
or be conceived without: God, as alſo be- | 
cauſe we may. doubt of all things, whilſt 
we have no clear conception of = God.; 

Hence he tells you it follows, that all 
. things which are in Nature, according to. 
the manner of their Exiſtence, or Per- 


feftion, do. involve, or expreſs. our .Con* :--.; 


ception' of God, and thar therefore” by . 
how much the. more we know Natural. 
| .- . things, 


_/-And he 1s moſt happy 


_ 


to all the taculties of the min 
_ ko be true happineſs. Our Saviour ipeaks: 
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more perfect conception of God, or ma 

be ſaid to-know the very eſſence of God. 
, who loves the in- 
tellettual Knowledge of - God above all 


 things,ahd is moſt delighted with it. And 
theſe mediums of this knowledge,as far as 


conducive to this End, may he calledthe 


. Laws of God. 


_L.: Perfe&tion of the' underſtanding, 


cannot render a Man -compleatly happy, 
.. unleſs he can prove that there is no other 


faculty in the mind of Man, bur that of 


underſtanding only. * For ſuppoſe, a Man 


has a good underſtanding, but an irregu- 


things, ſomuch the more we acquire a 


tar Will and Aﬀe@ions; - chat Man cannot - 


good things; it muſt be equally extended 


more 'emphatically *to the purpoſe, Te 


know theſe things, happy "are ye, if ye 
a0 them, His Reaſon, why all the cer- 


tainty can be had by Man, depends ur 


_. his right Knowledge of God, is very falſe 
> and deceitful, Viz: Becauſe nothing cam be, 


or be conceived without God. By which 


'% be faid to.-be compleatly happy. For 
happineſs being a fullEnjoyment of all 


or it ceaſes 


obſcure Circumlocution. he ' means no. 


more, in plain terms, than that there is no 


' , Other Ged than the Univerſe;-and thar all 
Ns; Ee - things” 


\ 
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( 106 |) 
things that are in Nature as he ſays, do 
involve a conception of God, and that by 
knowing natural things, we know the _ 
very Eſſence of God. For if God himſelf 
Is not matter, an. accurate. knowledge of 
matter, cannot give us entrance 1nto a. 

*0n.1,20., more accurate Knowledge of God. The 

Inviſible things of God from the Creation of 

the World, are clearly ſeen, being underſtbod 
.. by the things that are made, even his Eter- 
nal Power and Godhead; ſays the Apoſtle St, 
- Paul.> That is, Out Kyowledge, that ſome © 
Viſible things are made, which could not make 
themſelves, leads Man to an Ackuowledg. 
ment, that they were made bythe Eternal, In- 
viſible Power of the Goahead, But- this ) 
Knowledge ariſes not from an accurate 
diſcuſſion of all the properties of matter, 
{ince it may be'deduced from the know- 
ledge of its bare Exiſtence. For the vety 
« Creation of Matter, ſhews the Inviſible. 
Power of God, tho his wiſdom-15'more *- 
viſibly ſeen in the various Modification of - 
it. But ſtil} it does not follow, that they *, + 
* who beſt know Natural-things, do belt - 
| know the very 'Efſence of God, -utileſy, - 
God himſelf be nothing elſe but the.mat- 
ter of - the Univerſe. Suppoſe, a Man 
ſhould be a great Yirtaoſo, andvery inge» 
nious 1n rendring an Account: of the con- 
catenation: of ſecondary cauſes, and yet  _ )} + 


F 


| 
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ſhould deny the inviſible Power of God, 


would you fay, *that.by how much the 
\ more perfe&tly he knew natural things: fo 


much more perfealy, he knew the very 
Eſſence of God. | : ; 


' . S. Will you deny what heſo zealouſly- 


aſſerts, That the knowledge and love of God 


pg the happineſs of Mans, the very end and 
| ſcope of all humane Afions, and the chiefeſt 


Good that can be attained by ws. Is it not no- 


+ = bly ſaid by him, That we are, to love God as 
Our chiefeſt Good, not for fear of. any' puniſh- 


ment, nor for love of \any thing with which 
we are delighted, but meerly for himſelf. : 


_ L.If your Author, .who ſo often makes 
mention of the word God, would have 


told us-diſtinaly what he meant by ir, 


this 406th page would have env d to pu; 


| But if you reflect upon. the preceeding 
words, and the whole {cope of his book, 


had ſomething hike upon Religion 1n it. 


you will find, that God fignifies no more 


1n him, than the whole Compages of -Na- 


ture, and: that he who knows Natural 


- Things; knows the-very Effence of God ; 
© © and then to know God, and to love. God, 
_ thofÞplendjd Terms, yet in reality _ 


' No more than to turn'/zrtroſo, and. 


the Works of Nature, and tq love” the 


World, and hug its. Enjoymeuts as your 
Whole happineſs, without troubling you | 
: - : / 3 ead 
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head with the thoughts of the Joysof Hea- 


ven, or the jear of Hell, which your Au-' 
thor rejects, as conceptions unworthy of a” 


true Philoſopher. | 


S. I, for my part, owt an incorporeal 


Deity, tho T* don't believe all. the Stories 
you Parſons tell us of him ; .art I believe 
_ my Author's of theſameniind. 
L..1do not-find it appear in any part of 
his Writings - But this I obſerve, that by 


God he underſtands a Being, that cannot - 


ſpeak intelligibly to mankind, but'by the 


fixed courſe of Nature, and that ſuffers 
- us to. be abuſed: by Jugling Tricks and 
| Impoſtures, that! p09, themſelves. as 


Divine Revelations, andthat cannot work 


a miracle, unle(s your Author gives him . 


leave, and from whom you are to expect 


no-Good, and to fear: no Evil. So that 
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- 4g 


all his morality, is reduced” to the Love 


and Knowledge of God, and that is-ei- 


_ ther the Univerſe, or an o/ioſe, unaftive 


Being, which is next to nothing. 
S. Some men are refolved:to approve 


of nothing. Pray, what can you fay, 
concerning thoſe conſequences, which he 
draws. from his Notion: of the Law of. 


Nature ?: © 
_.L. If you toll me-what they are, I will 
| BC you ny impartial opinion of then. 


"Se 


y 


ns 207) * 
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S. He fays, reaſon is univerſal; Reve- 


lation limited. 


 L, That the Law. of Nature, rightly 


underſtood, is Univerſal ; will cafily be 
granted by thoſe who underſtand what 


humane Nature is. . But -your Author 
cannot infer from hence, that its a grea- 
| ter Good to mankind than Divine Reve- 
 latzon, becauſe it is a more general good. 
| For tho a diffuſive Good 1n-re{pett of its: 
diffutive Nature, is to be preferred before 
- that which -is reſtrained and confined, 
- ceteris paribus, yer it 1s:not to be-ſo.abſo- 
| Jutely, or without exception. ' | Virtue 15a: 
greater Good than the light of the Sun; 
- _ even in your .Authors Opinion, who calls 
. it the chieteſtGood of man, and yet more 


men receive benefit from the Light of the 


Sun, 'than from Genuine Virtue, if you 
will believe the Greek:Proverb,. 


PAeunts: Uo now's 


7-H Ay, but this is the-great advantage 
_ of reaſon above Revelation,. that it does 
_-. not requirean Hiſtorical behef, whichcan 


Rever,work in us the . Love of/ God ; for 


that' is 'onely to be deduced :from. ſuch 
common . Notions, | as«.carry-'their own 


4 4,4 58. "e 


certainty along with them. 
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( 110: ,) 
TL. The great defects. of Hiſtory, are 
uncertainty, deficiency, ſuperfuity and im- 
pertinency;; when theſe are abſent, Hiſto- 
ry is very completive- of the intellectual. 
faculties of man. For Hiſtory 1s nothing 
elſe,: as my Lord Bacon well obſerves, but 
a Narration of the various Operations of 
 Individuals- circumſcribed to Time and 
Place, and its cliief -end is to: advance 
memory, whivh is as it were the great 
Store-HYouſe, or Magazine of Knowledge. 
Uncertain Hiſtory is a Narration of ſuch 
things, as either never were done, or have. 
not been well atteſted, ſo as to leave no 
room for doubt. And this defect in Hifto- 
ry deſtroys the very end of it; which:isto | 
give us a certainaccount of -what has been 
dons already, that fo we may know how” 
to Act our ſelves for the future. *Deficierit 
Hiſtory, is an imperfeCt collection of re- . 
mckable Occurrences, wherein many 
_ things are omitted, which are worthy a . 
* wiſe Mans obſervation. And tho this 
| deſtroys not the End of Hiſtory, which is 
,  Certainty'of knowledge, yet it Anſwers 
\ not the Expectations ' of a Thirſty 
Soul. Impertinent, or  Superfluous Hi- 
ſtory, is a Narration of ſuch Actions,” 
or > Circumſtances of AQtion , / as . for -_ 
their turpitude, or -meanefs, -deferve not; . 


to þe-recorded. And this js a defe&, *»)| 


which 


tf - 


pn 


| hence ?.- $7 
\  L. Thar Faith grounded, upon true and 
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which -can -no other ways be ſupplied, - 


than by a total abolition of thoſe trifling 


Authors. 


S. What is it you would infer from 


uſeful Hiſtory, may'give us a right know-. 
ledge, and due love of God. , - 


+8. How can Faith, that reſts upon hu- 


maneAuthority,contend for certainty with | 
Reaſon, that proceeds by ſuch common 


* Notions, which are admitted-as true by all 


men. es, | 
L: Natural Reafoh does enable mento 


. underſtand, that God: ought fo be loved, 
-as the firſt cauſe of, all thoſe good. things, 


which his Creature Man does enjoy. ' Bur 


"then there is a certainty in Senſe, as well 


as in Reaſon, tho after another manner: 
And therefore, if the -Senſes of ſome Men 


© have been rationally convinced, that God 
 hasbeſtowed otherBenefits upon them,than 
.” thoſe that were beſtowed at their Creati- 
...0n, or conveyed by the inviſible Hand 

. of his Providence: Why ſhould not ſuch - 

. a knowledge excite them to all imaginable 
Love, and Gratitude to their great Bene- 

. fator ? Thecertainty of a Benefit recei- 
| ved, isall that every good ' Man requires, 
|: ;3n order to be Grateful ; and whegher that 


y" certainty is grounded"'uponabſtr 


edRea- 
{on, 


i/ 


aſſerts, Nec fiaes Hiſtortarum quantumvis 


the World. ' 


_ Vulgar, as a Law-giver, and his Com- 
' mands you call his Laws ; but alas, you 


are the only Laws of God, whp As by 


1 Adams, Thow ſhalt not Eat 'of thie Tree of 
' the Kyowledee of Good and Evil, it would: 


Places ay, That to know and. to mad God 
4s the DivineLaw? © | ; 


\ 
« þ+ LE. 
\ % 


© and; )- 
ſon, or a true, faithful Narrative of a 


mattter of Fa&, is not much to the pur- [ 
polg——— $S0 abſurdly does your 4--= | 


certa,Det cognitionem,@ conſe quenter nec ett- 
am Dei amorem vobis dare poteſt. 

S. Hedoes not deny. that it can't give | 
us Motives to love God, but it can't work 
in us the love o God, whether we will - 
Or ace. - 

L. No more can bas adored Reaſon: 
for many of thegreateſt pfetenders to Rea- 
ſon, have been the molt 3 i Mea in 


S. You-Divines. repreſent God to the | 


miſtake the point2({ For -Eternal Verities 


the neceſſity of his own, Nature : For the 
Afﬀfirmations, and Negations of God, do” 
always involve an Eternal verity. and ne-. 4 
ceſſity in themſelves. If God had aid to 


imply a contradiQtion to ſay, that he did _ 
Eat of it. 
L. Does not your Author in ſore | 


6. Yet I think, he does. OT OOO , 


oy, 0, Tu 
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TL. Then according to his way of ar2t= 


{ ing, all men (even the Author himſelf ) 
do know and Love God, and mult do ſo 


whether rhey will or no, to the End of 
the World : And then there is no differ- 
ence between. Virtue and Vice, for both 
are done according: to God's Will, 'accor- 
ding to your Authors ſentiments, for both 
are the Effe&ts of an Eternal. neceſſity, of 
cauſes linkt together. The Apoſtle ſays, 
This is the W, ll of, God, even your Santtifica- 


_ tion: Therefore all menare aQuually ſanQi= 
{ fd, God bid Abraham Sacrifice bis Son, 
-, therefore he was Sacrificed ;, is not this a pretty 
, way of arguing, to make ſport for Children 


ana Fools?” © | | 
S. Moral Propoſitionsinthemfelves,are 


nothing but Eternal Verities, and it was 


the Prophets only, who werelſed by fancy, 


and the Vulgar who are guided by ſenſe, 


who apprehend them as Laws given by 
God, The Law-giver, whom they look upon 
as 4 juſt and mercifal Prince, ſetting upon 4 
Throne, and diſtributing rewards and pun 
iſhments, to all his Sabjetts. | | 
E. Your Author muſt either grant, 
that God isa wiſe and underſtanding Be- 


Ing, and a free Agent, or nothing elſe bur 
the Maſs of Dull and unthinking marrer. 
\ It he embrace the latter, he ſhould be 
i Maſter of fo much courage as to tell us, 
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' Active. neceſſity that, attends the, fame. 
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and not to play always in the dark, with 


his two ambiguous Terms of God and 


Nature. If he will allow, that God is a 
wiſe Being, and a free Agent, I cannot 
conceive any reaſon, why he ſhould deny 
him to be a Law-giver, ſince Wiſdom, - 
Power, and Authority, are inſeparably 
interwoven into the very Notion of a 
God, without any groſs conceptions of 


| his ſetting upon a Throne, like an Earthly 


Monarch. And if there is an Eternal 
reaſon, why God ſhoald be Loved, and In- © 
rocence Protefted, &c. Which every Man 
is conſcious to himſelf, that he can do, or 
let it alone .; and beſides, If God ſhews 
Man by Divine Revelation, what he would 
have done, and promiſes Rewards and Pun- 
t{hments, why muſt theſe Diltates of God 
and Nature be denied to be Laws, and I know 
zot what Eternal Perities ſhuffled into their 
Room? "WEST 
S. Becauſe my Author ſhews, that all ,- 
Moral Propoſitions are ſo. ES 
_ £. Your Author ſhews nothing but 
meer Leger-de-main. 1: is an Eternal Ve- 
rity that God is to be Worſhipped, but it is 
zo Eternal Verity that he is ſo. A Moral 


- Propoſition is a Divine Law, andan Eter- 


nal Verity in reſpe&t ro that Goodneſs, 
which is Effential to it; but not for any 


For 


C115 
| Forif the Willand Underſtanding be the 
- fame Thing in God, Ther God Wills all 

ithe Treaſons, Murthers, and Adalteries, 

which he under Fands have been committed ins 

the World. T8 

_. $. Since you deſpiſe my Author's 

Scheme of Morality, Pray, kt us hear , 
| . one of your own drawing up. _ 

L. IT will refer thatto Dr. Camberland's 

excellent Treatiſe of the Lawof Nature, 

where he proves by reaſon equivatent un- 
to, if not ſurpaſſing . Mathematical De- ) 
monſtration, that the Law of God, and 

the whole rational univerſe, is the whole 

of the Law of. Nature, and attended 

with ſufficient Sanctions of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, that are by God inſepara- 
bly interwoven into the Nature of things. 


S. You do not hear me ſpeak againſt 
| the Natural Law.. —_—”—_ 
-| © L. But by embracing unſound Princi- 

| Ples, you utterly deſtroy the whole Force 
| and Efficacy of it. Your Piery- termi-: 
nates in the adoration of ſuch. a Viety, as. 

tamely-ſuffters the World to be abuſed in- 
to.a belief of Maracles and Prophefie, 

ad ; Inſpiration, without any_ rational 
poſſibility of a; redreſs, and AQs by the 
| inflexible neceſſity of his own Nature, - 
\ chatall our Prayers, can make no more 
*an impreſſion upon him, than upon a - 
Ps 2  Stone-: 
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Stone-Wall. Your Juſtice has no Pro. 


pet of a future reward, and fo in private 
is left at liberty, to Act what is moſt con- 


ducive to the preſervation of life and limb. * 


And your Temperance has no other re- 
ſtraint, 'nor ſo much -neither, than what 
Nature has given to thoſe [Beaſts that 


Periſh. Thus your Deiſm begins with a | 


fair pretence to Moral Plulolophy, but 
the End- thereof is nothing elſe bur a li- 
centious Liberty and Corruption of Man- 
ners. any meats I 

S. T muſt confeſs, If there were reward; 
in Heaven, and Puniſhments in Hell, they 


would be great Encouragements to Virtue, and. 


Suitable determents. from Vice.” 'But you 


ground your hopes upon inſpired Au- 


thors, and, thes pretend to prove their 
Divine Miſſion by Miracles, whereas my 
Author proves, -that there never was, nor 
can be ſuch a thing as a true Miracle, 
wrought in the Univerſe. 


with you, at our next Meeting, for I am 
loth to tire you with top long a Dif 
courſe. oy, 


S. With all my Heart. For if I was | 
well fatisfy'd in that point, I ſhould be 


better affeCted to the Chriſtian Religion. 


ys 


Con- > 


| 


L. Then I will-Diſcourfe that point. 


that they maybe thought the very Dar- 
+ 1 lings 
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\ Conference IV. 


0F MIRACLES. 


$. SB you are well met : I remember, 

PZ at our laſt Conference, you often 
zppealed to Miracles, as the greateſt Con- 
firmations of reveaPd Religion. But I 
have-ſince-that ,time carefully peruſed the 
Sxth Chapter of my very Ingenious Au- 
thor, wherein --I -find- ſuch Arguments 
againſt Miracles, as make me very much 
doubt, whether there ever was, or can be 
ſuch a thing as a Miracle, done in the 


World. 


|. 5 Li I delire not to hear your Opinions, 
| bit would gladly be a Partaker of your 
8. 'My Author voy Judiciouſly. ob- ,, 5. 


ſerves;' that” it is, ' and always was the 
Mob of matfikind, (that are and were the 
great - Miracle-Hunters , and - Miracle- 
Makers. It'is they, who think: nothing 
tobe the Work'of God, that is-done ac- 
cording tothe uſual: Courſe of Nature, 
but feign and believe Wonders,on:purpole, 
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 Falſehood,; pretends: to throw: the belief 


loſphers, by Miracles converted to the 
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lings of Heaven, And that the Univerſe 


was made for the ſake of Man, one of the 

moſt inconſfpderable Creatures in t. _ 
Z. Our belief of Miracles, 15 groun- 

ded upon that reaſon, which 1s common 


unto all Mankind, not only the Unlear- 


ned Vylgar, but alſo the moſt ſublime 
Philoſophers, who muft needs Acknow- 
ledge, that if matter was. at firſt Created 
by a Spiritual Being out of nothing, 'and 
received from it thoſe Determinations of 
reſt, or motion, which we call its Laws, 
it may be again produc'd, or alter'd by 
the very ſelf ſame Power, which 15-all 


that is neceſſary to conſtitute a Miracle,. 


The poſſibility therefore of a Miracle, is 
as evident to all Learned 'men,” who have 
not faid in their 'Hearts, hat there is mo. 
God, as any one propoſition in- Enclia, and” 
is as deducible from the true Idea of a 
God, as any of. the moſt Legitimate Conr 
cluſions, that can be deduced from clear 
and undoubted premiſes. /' Your: Author 
therefore. with as much Haughtineſsas 


of Mixacles' upon the Vulgar only ; as if 
all the Jeb: and. Chriſtian Kings and | 
Emperors ; all the: Greek and Romay Phi 


Chriſtian Faith; all.the Biſhops, Priefts, 


and Deacons, that were, -or: ever ſhall be 
164 oy 
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in the Church of God ; were no better 


than an ignorant and unlearned Mob, in 


.reſpe&t to: himſelf, and two or three up- |, 


ſtart Philoſophers, who value themſelves 


"upon the oppoſition they endeavour to 


make, againit the moſt common Notions 
ofall mankind. 

$. You begin to be too warm; Pray, 
let us debate rhis matter ; with more 
Reaſon and leſs Paſſion. = Author re- 
tfers you to his Fourth Chapter of the 
Divine Law, where he has largely prov'd, 
volve an Eternal neceſſity, becauſe the anter- 
funding of God, is not really diſtinguiſhed 
from his Will. And ſince nothing 1s ne- 


. ceſfarily done, but by Virtue of a Divine 
 deeree, it clearly follows, That the Uni-. 


verſal Laws of Nature, are the only Decrees 
if 'God.. If therefore any thing ſhould 


happen in Nature, that is repugnant to 
her Univerſal Laws.the Girneti 


Laws,the famething would 
be repugnant to the Divine Nature, de- 


cree, and underftanding. 
_”-L. Your Authors affeQed obſcurity in 


this Paragraph, is a ſign of want of Judg- 
ment, or elſe want of Courage, to ſpeak 


what he' really thinks. He that would 


G&ſtroy the poſſibility of Miracles, muſt 


- 
. * 


Prove that there is no God, who has the 
"ame liberty of will,» which we experi- 


I 4 ENCE 


That whatſoever God determines, does in- oo , 
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ence to be in our. ſelves. -And then in- 
deed it would clearly follow, that if there. 
was no God, nor no free Inviſible Agents, 
there could be no ſuch ching as a Mira- 
cle performed in the World. - Bur Pray, 
how. does your Author prove this Grand 
Aſſertion ? 
S. Oh, Sir, very Mathematically. He 


Pr does it by theproperties of a 7 riengle. For 


it is the ſame thing to ſay, that God un- 
derltands that the 3 Angles of a Triangle 
are equal to .2 Right ones, as-it is to ſay; 
that he wills it ſhould be {o. For the 
truth of that propoſition, depends not up- 
on the Nature of a ;Tr2ngle, but the very 
' Nature of God, in whom willand under- 
ſtanding are the fame. things. 
 L. That a Triangle. mult needs have 2 
Angles, equal to two Right ones, depends 
upon that Eternal truth, inithings, which 
ak antecedent even. to the Divine voliti- 
Becauſe it implies,a contradiction ins 
the very. Terms, 'to deny the ſame ; and 
it is no limitation of: the-Power, or "Will 
of God,: to ſay he.cannor. will, or dotheſe 
things, which ply a Contradiftion in 
the, very. Terms, Gods, underſtanding, 
or will, no more alters the eſſential Pro- 
erties. of a Triangle, than . the under- 
Hier of. a. man,. becauſe they flow - 
from the yery Idea of} it,” But 1s Rey x 
16 


yo 


| Can] 


the ſame neceſſity, *that matter ſhould be 
always ty'd ro the ſame Rules of Moti- 


q.” on,asthere is, that the 3 Angles of a Trian- 
| gle, ſhould be equal to two Right ones ? 


Does it imply a contradiction in the very 
Terms, that matter-ſhould be .created by 


a Spiritual Being, or. receive ts, Laws of 


Motion from -him, or have | thoſe Laws 
controlled, or ſuſpended , by ; the. ſame 
Power that made them. It: Nature be 
nothing indeed but matter and. motion, 
and God be nothing elſe but Nature, then 


| there can be.no_ Miracles .; not becauſe 


the underſtanding, or Will, of. God are 
the {ame, but becauſe, according to this 
Hypotheſis, there can be no ſuch thing as 


Will, or Underſtanding in. God; .. Your - 


Author in his Annotations tells us, -that by 


Nature he ynderſiands.not only , matter, | 


but {za infinita';, but Pray, what: alia in- 
finita. ave theſe, that are comprehended 
under. the , word; Nature? If a Spiritual 
and Intelligent Being, let him ſhew rea- 
ſon, :why. he cannot as. well alter the 
courſe of the World, as he could at firſt 
Create it ? ee Seen ep er 

_$. Becauſe it would argue mutability 
in God, -which all ſound Philoſophers do 
acknowledge to be an ImperfeAion, that 
15 unworthy of the Divine Nature. 


p 4 
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* L. This cannot be owned by thoſe 
Phifoſophers, who believe that the world 
was not ab zterzo, but- Created by God. 
For there is more of Mutability in Crea- 
tion'of the: whole Univerſe, than 1n the 
additional Creation of ſome parts of it 
only, which is all that we can underftand 
by the word Miracle. 1 grant, indeed, 
that the Univerſal Laws of Motion, 
which God has given to the Univerte, are 
fufficient, to preferge the World in that 
Beanty, and Order, wherein we now both 
ſee andenjoy.ic ; and that we may from 
thence Learn' the great Wiſdom of our 
Heavenly Father, who could fettle ſuch a 
courſe and. order of things, by Chaming 
each effeX'to its moſt immediate cauſe, 
as might be ſufficient to ſupport the 
Wortd'to all Ages, ' without the frequent 
_ Interpoſirion' of a Mitaculous Power, to 
alter, or to amend, 'as' it were, the work . 
of tis Hands. For if this ſettled courfe 
and order, of things, did noe give us a 
right Notion of the Wiſdom, Goodnefs, 
Power; and” other Glorious Attributes of 
our great Creator,, the Love of God could 
not be .any Branch of the Law of Na- 
ture, which yet in words, at leaft.is more 
than 'once acknowledged by your own 
Author. Miracles, therefore,as your Au- 
\thor well enough obſerves, ars not at all 
neceſlary 


2 0 
| eee to ſuſtain,,.or preſerve. the Uni- 
verſe, fince that may be, and is done by 
_ the o erg and nl 24k curſe of Nature. 
ut yet there are ather reaſons, which 
render Miracles highly neceflary to. man- 
kind; at, ſome. tunes, and upon fome fig- 
nal occaſions, ſa. that without them, we 
ſhould be the moſt miſerable Creatures of 
the whole Univerſe. | 
S..F would. gladly hear what thoſe 
reaſons 8-156 | 
L. When Revelation is. neceſſary. to- 
ſhew. men the way to Happinchy, ea 
Miracles are nally neceflary. to | 
men, that ſuch. Beneficial / KS erg 4 
come from God. All men deſire Happi- 
neſs, and are conſcious to. themſelves, 
that it is not in. their Wn Power, .but in 
the: Gift of , God., ,Byt they, neyer can 
"come to a certainty, .cither, what, Degree: 
of Happineſs God, will beftow, nor up- 
_ on, what. conditions, ,,nor what. Attone- 
ment will be accepted for. Sin, without 
the. Benefit of -Pivine Revelation, and 
ſuch Revelation:cannot be: made evident, 
without the rational Demonſtration, of a 
Miraculous Power. . Foreither God muft 
make this. Revelation to all mag ol 
. which would diforder, 1p a;manner, the 
whole Courſe 'of Nature, by. changing 
the Natural Faculues; of the mind,” into 
| SuPper- 


AO. - 


Supernatural Endowments, 'or he muſt 
beftow a Divine -Power upon thoſe few, ' 
to- whom. 'he immediately reveals his. F 
"Will, whereby they may be known to be - 
ſent by God. 

8. Will you pretend then, that Gods 
readineſs to confer "Happineſs, and to. 
forgive Sins, are not known by the Light 
of Nature. ? | 

L.'I grant, that the Great Benignity py 
of the Divine Nature, is eaſily deducible 
from all the Works of his Hands, 'by all 
the' Rules of 'unerting Reaſon * And if 

we” were Conſcious to our ſelves of no Sin, 
we mivht be certain that we ſhould receive no 
Evil from him. | But ſuppoſing our ſelves 
innocent (which yet is a"very wild fup- 
polition) we cannot from the good things - 
we enjoy” by the *Divine” Bounty” in this: 
Life; abſolutely conclude © what | Good” 
Things" we ſhall enjoy in a futute'State. 
And much leſs, fince we are guilty of * 
| known Breaches of the Divine Laws, can” 
we be ſure of the Remiffion of Sins, and 
the-Donation of Eterhal Happineſs, ſince 
it. depends upon the free Goodneſs of God, 
which is not. un 5; any neceſſary 
Rule of "Aion. A' Deift therefore ex: 
p*ts Pardon from God, Juit fo as a Con- 
demn*d Criminal hopes Forgiveneſs, from | 
a mild and gracious Prince. He has ſome' 
Gene- 
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General Notion, of the Good-Nature. of 
his .Soveraign, and therefore has ſome 
hopes it may-be extended to him, as well 
as to others. But a Chriſtian has the ſame 
aſſurance of a conditional-Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, as a Malefaftor has, that 'Sees and 
Reads aProclamation of Pardon,under the 
broad Seal of his. offended Prince. . Tho 
M iracles therefore are not meegtary to 
upport material Beings, yet they. are to 
affure mankind, = 11 "Et and 
which do you think is of greateſt mo- 
ment ? - The Statelineſs of the Habitation, 
or the felicity of thoſe Rational Creatures. 
that inhabitinit? ,_. 

. S. If Miracles were neceſſary to pro- 
, mote the Happineſs of all mankind, why 
are not all men made Partakers of their 
Beneficial influence ? Why muſt Mira- 
cles be wrought only in ſome Ages of. the 
World, an 


Nation, not very Famous for War, or 


Learning ? Why muſt all the Gentiles, 


Periſh, becauſe they -knew not a matter 
of Fact, that never was made known un- 

to them ? Theſe are prejudices againſt 
your reveaPd. Religion, which :.1 can 
_ never conquer, and am therefore forc'd 


to fly from that confined Light, to the 


_ more diffufive Light of Nature. 


—_ 


in; the ſight too of only.one; - 
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TL. Whilſt tran kept that integrity, 
wherein he was at firſt Created,  thete 
1 was no abſolute neceſſity of Miracles to 
ih make him happy” who was happy eriough 
iſ _ before in the Enjoyment of his own "In- 
nocence. Nor was there any great need 
of Miracles, whilſt a traditionary know- 
ledge of the Decree of God, ro, ſave #247- 
kind, was kept alive in the World, by the 

| long Livesof the Ante-diluvian Patriafchs. 
But when all Fleſh had Corrupted their 
ways before God, 'and the Knowledge of 
one ſupreme Deity, which fome will have 
to be a Connate Notion, was almoſt to- 
tally eraced out of the minds of all man- 
kind, as is evident from humane, as well 
as Divine Hiftorians, then it was Very ex- 
pedient that God ſhould make a farther 
Revelation of himſelf, confirmed by . Mi- - 
racles, without which it could not have 
had the force of a rational. Evidence, To 
ſave mankind from utter perditiovw. And 
therefore, God firft called upon the World. 
by Noah, the 8th Preacher of Righteou(- 
neſs, ' and then called Abraham out of his 
Fathers Idolatrous” Honſe, and made a Cove- 
nant with him, that he and his Seed, ſhould 

- ferve him. And when the State of the 
"io World required, that a manner of ador- 
i ing God ſhonld be fertled in it, tho not 
ik abſolutely belt in its own Nature, + 
mot 
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moſt ſuitable to the Genius of the Jews, 
and that poſture of affairs, which was 
then Predominant in the 'World ; tle 
Wickedneſs and Folly of Man, in-abu- 


fing the-Light of Nature, render'd- it ne- 
ce 


ary, That Moſes ſhould be ſent to the 


 Afraebites, to bring them out of the Land of 


s 


gypt, with Signs, aud Wonders, aud ſhew 
them after what manner God would then be 


-Worſhipped. So that Miracles are neceſſary, 
firſt, when a new manner of Worſhip 1s 


to be planted in the World :- And there- 


fore Moſes was endued with the Power of 


Working Miracles, to convince the 1/rae- 


| lites, that the Ceremonial Law was Di- 


Y 


vine, tho additional to the Law of Na- 
ture. Or Secondly, When the trueman- 
ner of worſhip is in danger of- being loſt, 
And therefore Elyah and Eliſha an the Time 
of Ahab, when Idolatry made its greateſt en- 
croachment upon the true Religion, by Di- 
vers Signs and Wonders from: Heaven, cal- 


ted back the Tſraelites, to the trae Worſhip of 


the ouly God, Or Thirdly, When a man- 
ner of worſhip, that s-of Divine inſtitu- 
tion is to be alter'd, or difannulPd, as was 
the Ceremonial Law by the coming of 
our Sayiour. 5+ 
S. But what muſt become of thoſe, 
who never faw nor heard of theſe Mira- 
culous Revelations ? 
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E. They have the | Light of Nature, 
Let them uſe that well, and leave themſelves 
Þ the Mercy of God, The Scriptures no 
where ſay, That all thoſe who have not 
ſeen nor heard of a Miracle, ſhall beDamn'd, 
tho it teaches, that if they be ſawv'd, it muſt 
be by Virtue of the Name of Jeſus. And 
therefore the ſtrength of your argument 
15 quite loſt, unleſs you can prove that . 
wild aſſertion. Beſides, the knowledge 
of reveaPd Religion, is not put up in ſo  . 
narrow a corner of the World, as men of - | 
your perſwaſion do ſeem to imagine. For 
there 'is no Nation, but what may em- 
brace the Goſpel, if they pleaſe to liften 
toits rational evidence, and I would feign 
know what injuſtice it 1s in God, to ſuffer 
them to Periſh, who either knowing ao- 
thing of the Miraculous Demonſtration of 
the Goſpel, make an ill uſe of the Light 
of Nature, or thoſe who hearing 1ts rati- 
onal evidence, abuſe their reaſon in not 
conſenting to it ? R 

S. But ſtill you do not clear the main 
difficulty, objefted by my Author, that 
| the Power of Nature, is the very Power of | 
God. | How then can a Miracle be"done 
by Natural Power ? : 


— 8. Your Author firſt begs his Queſtion, | 
| and then very-boldly Triumphs in the | 
Viftory, as if extorted by force of reaſon, *| 


T4 


T4 | 
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He preſumes it granted as a firſt Princi« 


ple, That there is no other God but Nature, 


und that this Natare is fixed and immuta- 


ble, not a free Azent, bat 4a perpetual flave 
to fatal neceſſity. And thence ſtrongly 
concludes, That if there be no Power bat 
that of Natare, then there can be (oh, won- 
derful demonſtration / ) #o {ypernataral 
Pover. But we, onthe other hand, pro- 


ceed by a more plain and intelligible way 


of reaſoning. - We ſuppoſe, That ſince 
Matter is a dull, unaCtive Principle, it could 


not make it ſelf, nor reduce it {elf into 


that decent and uſeful order, in whichnow 


, we ſee it. 24. Thar it was created by a 


Spperiour Being : That that Superior Be- 
ing muſt be endued* with all manner of 
Perfettions, as being the firft Cauſe of all 
Perfe&tions in the Creature. 3. That. 
Wiſdom, Unaerſtanding and Liberty are 
Perfeftions, : and therefore conſequently 
mult be in the higheſt degree in him, who 
is the firſt Cauſe of them. | And Laſtly, 


That his Wiſdom is ſeen in all the works of his 


hands. Tf therefore your Author would 


argue fairly againſt us, let him arrack 


oldly any one of theſe Propoſitions, con- 
cerning the Nature of God; and if we 
cannot defend them , we will become 
Worſhipyers of the great Goddeſs Nature-- 


Bur if Godis an Underſtanding Being, he | 


K muſt 
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muſt be a free Agent: And if he be a pow-. 
erful and free Agent, what ſhould hinder. 
his topping, or diſordering. the regular. 
courſe of Nature, when the* doing 1o 1s 


conducive to hisown Glory, and the gene- 
ral Penefit of all Mankind ? Unleſs you 
can prove by Scripture, that he has ſworn 
by himſelf, he would never dot. . 

S. Does not my Author tell you; That it 
#5 a fooliſh thing to limit the power of Nature, 
and to ſay, her Laws extend to ſome things on- 
ly, and not to all ? —_ pd 

L. Your Author ſpeaks herein, as little 
like a good Philoſopher, asa good Jew, or a 
good Chriſtian. 1t the Laws of Nature 


are fix'd and immovable, they may be ob-\/ 


Potentiam 
Nature In» 
& nitam eſſe 
omnino cre- 


dendum eſt, 


wy 


{erv'd; and the Obſervation of them,. we 
call, the ſtudy of Natural Philoſophy. To 
lay therefore with your Author, That the 
Courſe of Natare is fixed and immutable, 
and yet that her power extends to all things; 
15 a contradiction in the very Terms :. for 


1f ſhe could do all things, the could alter 


her ſetled Courſe, and move in an Order - 


-quite contrary to whatnow ſhe ſteers. Nor 
Coes he mend:the matter, by aſſerting in 


_.the Divine Underſtanding mu 
_ comprehend” as well what is impoſſible as 


the ſame page, That the ( fixed) Laws of 
Watare, extend to all things that are compre- 
hended in the Divine Under#anding.. For 

F needs 


what 


; 
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what is poſſible to be done; andthe Matabis 
| Hy, aswellas the Fixation of the Rates of 
| » Motion in material Bogjes + into fuch notori» 
ous Abſardities does your Author run, whilſt 
he endeavours to-deſtroy the credibility of 
Miracles, by jumbling together the Names 
of God and Nature. 4 
_ 8. If there be a fixed Courſe of Natare, 
how can there be a Mzracle, which is ne- 
ther more nor leſs than an interruption of 
* $E | | 
_ L. Becauſe it is fixed by a Superior In-. 
telligent Being, who can unfix the ſane, 
when it is for his own Glory, or the Gene- 
ral Benefit of Mankind; If Naturedid not 
keep, for the moſt part, a ſetled Courſe, we 
could have zo a;{tintt Notion of . a Miracle; 
- but ſhe is fo ſteady; that ſhe gives us time - 
_ toview her, and from that view to frame 
- ſuch Axiom of , Poſſibility and Impoſjibility, 
| / asare as evident to our Rakes, as any of 
* thoſe principles, which ſome. (tho I fear 
not truly) do-{tile Innate Notions. 
 S, Iamftillof my Author's mind,” That 
- we call thoſe works Miracles, whoje nafurtl 
Cauſes we do not underftand.  _- : 
_£. No: We rather call that work a 4:- 
racle, which we know isdone, notby a.Na- 
tural, but by the immediate Energy of 
{ome Supernatural Power. For the Courſe 
*.of Nature being ſteady, nothing is more . 
K 2 _ __ eafie 
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 ealie than to obſerve, when her Courſe 1s 


broken ; z.e, when ſomerhing is done, that 
weare {ure is repugnant 70 thoſe fixed Rules 
which ſhe is bound to obſerve in all other. 
caſes. | | Nr 

$. Prithee what are thoſe Rules? How 
do you know that they have ever been bro- 
ken ? = 

L. The firſt Rule, Ex Yhz1o, nthil fir ; 
Oat of nothing, there can come nothing ; is as 
clear by its own light, as any One Propo- 
ſition we can eaſily frame unto our ſelves. 
Either:therefore Matter made it ſelf ; that 
1s, it was a Cauſe before it did exiſt, which 
is a Wild Abſurdity, or it was made by a 
Superior Being, and its very. Produdt1on the. 
beginning of Miracles. We all know that 
mntatiogs of bodies may be made by the 
regular Laws of 20t:0n ;. but that Matter 
{ſhould make.it ſelf, or be produced out of 
z0thing by herown Laws of motion, is re- - 


pugnant to the common ſenſe of mankind. If 


Matter therefore was made, there was a 
time when itdid nor exiſt, and therefore its 
motion from zo exiſtexcetoexiſtence,could 
not be according to any fixed Rule of 'Na- 
ture, which had then no being, and conſe- 
quently God didnot always work by fix- 
ed and unalterable Rules, - ro which the 
very Notzton of Creation 1s directly repug- 
mfr. -<:- Es TRE 0 
| Sd. 
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. $, You ramble too wide from our pre” 
ſent purpoſe: Can you prove thatany thing 
; yet was ever done, fince the Creation, that 
was certainly repugnant to any One fixed 
Law of Nature? which may be a ſufficient 
Teſtimonial to a man, thathe is ſent from 
God. | 
__ L. It is a Maxim in. Reaſon, That one 
body at's upon another by Contaftion cr Pro- 
. truſion.onhy.If twobodies were placed never 
ſo near, and 70 contiguous body between, they 
might remain to all. Eternity in that po- 
ſture, without affecting each other, or pro- 
ducing any alteration in them. If therefore 
any man can produce an alteration in bo- 
dies, by the ſole word of his mouth, all men 
will conclude this man does aQ by. virtue 
of a Supernatural Power. When there. 


ing water into blood, or bringing. Lice and 


. Frogs, &Cc. up the Land of Egypt, by the . 


' lifting up his Rod; or our Saviour caring” 


diſeaſes by the word of his mouth, or raiſing 
men from the dead, &c. they muſt conclude 
that this was done by « ſpirztual,and not by 
a material power, which can caule »o altera- 
tion 0n' another body, bat by.Contratt ion, or. 
Emiſſion of minute Particles, the ſecret O- - 
perations of which, do coxſtitute the whole 
boay.of Nature! Magick. Now if the mov- 


* ing of the Wand, or ſpeaking a few words, 
did 
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perior Power, Your Author therefore muſt. 
not think to ſham vs off with a Wild Pre- * 


. 


| 


tence, That what we call Miracles, were ſome 
ſtrange works of Nature, ſo called withreſpett 
to the ignorance of the Valgar: For we are 
willing the Miracles upon which our Re- 
ligion i grounded, ſhould be tryed by the 
moſt known. Axioms of Natural Philoſophy, 
and challenge the whole Race of Epicurean 
Atomiſts, to ſhew how they could bedone, 
according to any Hypotheſis that ever yet 
_ was framed, of the Mechapical Laws of Mo-- . 
$807, © Rn | 
8. Doesnot my. Author clearly demon- 
ſtrate, That the Sur's Hopping his courſe, of 
which we read in the Book of Joſhua, was 
pothing elſe but « refrattion of Light, the Sky 
' being then full of Hail? And the like may 
be ſaid of the Dzalof Ahaz. PENs 
E. Your Aathor boldly fays much ; but * 
he proves nothing, 'The ſtanding ſtill of the- , 


On, 


"5. | | 
' did produce the wondrous Effefs but now 

bh mentioned, jn the prodatFion, or alteration 
Wi: - of hodies, by the ſil farce of Nature, they | 
Wy would do italways, when utter'd or ap- * 
Mis. ply'd after the ſame manner ; becauſe the E 
WF: Laws of Nature are fixed andimmovable. - * 
ls But fince we ſee they have done it, but 
WI cannot do the ſame thing again, we very 
Wh: rationally conclude, that theſe alterations 

Wn were made in Bodies by a Spiritual and a Sa- 
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$u#, or the prolongation of -Light by any 
other means, Whether Natural or Miracu- 
Tous, would have been equally beneficial 
to the 1/raelrtes, '1n affording them time to 
. flay their Enemies. But becauſe it would be 
greater Encouragements to the 1/74e/ires,to 
 ſeeGod himſelf affifting them in a m2iracu- 
lows manner, and the Scriptures do relate 
this'as a Miracle ; and - fince no /[affictent 
Reaſon canbe giv en, why the Stin ras ſtop 
| his Courſe,” (or the Earth ſtand jtitH, which 
* inthe Effetts isthe fame thing) unleſs by 
a inmediate Power of God; we have more 
Reaſon to believe the Scripture- -=Narraiaye, 
than the 7mprobable ConjetFure of your daring 


Author. Por why tauſt weneeds conclude, 
That becauſe it was poſſu ble the Children of U- 
rael might be ra cy that therefore they 


certainly were ſo?. Or how is it probable, 
that the Air being fall of Hail, ſhould make 
a whole Nation believe that the di y Re longer 


» than'it ought to be? . | 
the Earth did ſtand ill does + 


 - $. Suppele 
it” therefore follow it muſt be a Miracle ? 
_ Might there -not be a Concourſe of groſſer 
Particles of Matter, in the Liquid Ether, 
that might ſtop its © Courſe for 4 Seaſon, 
- without the .interpoſition of 4 miraculous 
Power ?. 


L.Since we have no infallible Knowledg 


, Of all the poſſible motions that may hap- 
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pen in, the ' Celeſtial -matter, we cannot 
conclude, that New | alterations thereig, 
are the immediate effects of a ſupernatu- 
ral Power. But ſince we are {ure, that 
one body works. upon another, by con- 
tation . only, we are ſure that Jofbaa's 
Prayer could by no force of Nature, cauſe 
the continuance of the Sun upon the Ho- 
7izou, beyond the uſual time. But alas, 


we do not ſeek for Miracles in the Hea- 


vens above, nor in the Seas beneath, moſt 
Fruittul of amazipg Prodigies. . We ap- 
peal to the mpit approved-Axioms of Na- 
tural Philoſopþy, asthe Teſts of the truth 


- of thoſe Miracles, upon which our Reli- 


£10n 15 grounded. -He that admits the 
Hiſtorical part of Revealed Religion to - 
be true, as your Author does. more'than 
once, can never. pretend to ſolve all that is 
therein recorded, by Natural cautes, with- 


-qQut running into abſurdities of the groſſeſt _ 


Nature. In complyance to his own Hy- 
pothelis, he muſt believe that che Courſe 
of Nature is ſettled : and: yet in comply- 
ance totheHiſtorical Account of the Scrip- 


tures, 'he- mult believe that> words can 


cure Diſeaſes, and: raiſe the Dead, &. . 
And yet that the ſame wards, ſpoken by - 
another Perſon, cannot do it, 7. e. That 
the Courſe of Nature is ſettled, and that 
lt 15 not ſettled, but moves atrandom.' He 


\ 
/ 
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mult adinit that one inanimate Body, A&ts 


_ . upon another only by contaQtion-; And he 
muſt admit, that words have made alte- 

_ ration-in-inanimate Bodys, - which- yet can 
cauſe no other contaftion, than what ariſes 


from the modulation of the Air. .Hemult |, 
believe it to be a Law of - Nature, 'That. 
_ the Deaa cannot be raiſed up to Life, becauſe 


that is known to be. above her uſual: Courſe, 
, and be muſt believe: that the Dead'have been 
reſtored to-Life, by Virtue of a-Divine Com- 
mana, In ſhort; 'your Authors endeavour 
to ſolve Miracles by Natural cauſes, is -ri- 
diculous to the higheſt Degree; for. he at- 
tacks revezPd Religion in that place,which 
is of all others moſt _impregnable ; if- the 
Sparks.of your Principles, did believe that 
Moſes and the Prophets, and our Saviour, 
did really; do-all ; thoſe mighty things re- 


corded of them, by ' a due application of | 


Narural cauſes, why-do not they-attempt 
» todothe ſame ? Or why do they laugh at 
- all others:who do attempt it, as Fools' and 


Madmen ? And'how does it happen, that 


no ſuch things were ever well atteſted to 
' have been done. by. other. Perſons, who 
have made Experimental Philoſophy their 


ſtudy,with good ſucceſs ? And how comes - 


it to paſs, that they are repugnant and ir- 


' ... reconcilable to all the Axioms of Philoſo- 


phy, that hitherto: have been Written, 
4 ..* . ne 


ad 
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that che more any Learned Man conſiders 


_ them, thermore he finds of a Natural im- 
poſſibility in them '? And why can't: your 
Author find'out as eaſy and probable a ſo- 
lution;of all the Signs avdWozders,wrought 

| by our Saviour, as of the ſtanding ftill of 


the Sun, 'or the Paſſage of the Children of 


T/rael over the Red Sea? SABRE og 
S. My Author is a wiſer Man, than to 
believe all the ſtrange Stories to-be literal» 
Ty*true,” which © you'read in your Bibles. 
He telſs you, that whatſoever is there re- 
ported to be done, which cannot poſſibly 
be aſcribed to Natural cauſes, 1s to be pre- 
ſumed as thruſt in. by malicious defigning 
men. ' And that'in telling Wonders, the 
Seriptures ſpeak to the Fancy, but not to 
the Reaſon of 'mankind. _ | 


' .L.” Nothing ſpeaks leſs to the fancy, 
than'the Chriſtian Religion, which in its 


DoQrines and Precepts:too, is altogether 
perfeAtiveof humane reaſon. But if your 
Author denies his affent to the Hiftorical 
part of the Bible, and-/only 1n ſome-'places 
pretends to'give it, to-pleale the States of 
Fiolland, why does he: give no reaſon for 
his 'diffent ? For one {ſubſtantial reaſon, 
would-be ſ{ufficient-in this-caſe, to pver- 
throw the whole bulk 'of reveaPd Religi- 
on'? Why does he not ſhew, that no man 
can have any certainty of any matter of 
2 Pact, 


Y 
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FaR, unleſs he ſee it done with his own 
Eyes ? Why does henot prove that Num- 
| ber, and probity of: Witneſſes are no ſuf- 
* ficient motives to. aſſent ? VVhy does he 

. not produce ſome Teſtimonies of Witneſ- 
ſes, that may invalidate the credit of thele, 
who have recorded the Miracles of our 
B. S. of of his Apoſtles ? There is cer- 
tainly no more obyious way of ruining re- 

| veal'd Religion, than the diſproving thoſe 
relations of Miracles, upon which. its ra- 

» tional Evidence, 15 moſt ſtrongly grouni- 
ded. Either therefore your Author coyld- 
find nothing to ſay on this topick,' or elſe 

' through inadvertency:, .he - has omutted. 
thoſe Arguments, which are maſt condu- 
cive to ſupport ſo bad. a cauſe. _ 
$Sls e008 1988 he demonſtrated 
before, that. the Power of God and, Na- 
ture being the ſame, there can be. no. ſuch 
thing as a Miracle. .-. fp fey St (X. 
L., An Hiſtorical Account, 4s: to be.re- 
futed in_ an Hiſtorical manner, ngt by, Fo- 
reign Arguments, which have: no force to 
refute a matter 'of. Fact. We, urge. the: 
Teſtimony of a ſufficient .Number of 
highly creditable Witneſſes, that Miracles. 
have been done ; your Author denys all, 
becauſe according to- his reaſon, it is ime 
poſſible any ſuch thing ſhould be.., This 
15 juſt as.if a bund man ſhouldendeavour 
to 
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to confute all thoſe who teſtify there is 
ſuch a thing as light, by giving his reaſons 


that oblige him to think, that there can be 


no ſuch thing. V Vhea a thing is well at- 
teſted to have been done, it is a vain at- 
tempt to make men Renounce their ſenſes, 
in complyance to his reaſon. 


' $. You think you have gained a great ; 


point, when you have brought a:man to 
acknowledge, the reality of your boaſted 
Miracles; But alas,- you fight for that 
whichcan do you no good when you have 
gam'd it. For Miracles can never make 
us-: underſtand, - either --the Eſſence or 
Exiſtence, or Providence of God. - 

'L; "According to my Notion of a Mi- 
racle, it is-a work that'is done by the im- 


mediate Finger'of God, 'and that a work 


we know to be done by God alone, ſhould 
not fo much as render us certain of the 
Exiſtence of a.God, is to'me an unaccoun- 
table Riddle.' Again, a\Miracle is a work 
that we know cannot be done, according 


to'the Mechanical Laws of matter and 


motion, þut is therefore aſcribed to a free, 
Spiritual and Powerful Agent, and yet 
thar all this ſhould be no demonſtration of 
the Spirituality, Freedom,_ and Power of 
the'Drvine Narure, is rome the 2d partof 
the ſame Riddle. Again, a miracle is a 
work that is wrought, to give ſome men 

« n a 


I {| 


\ 


. 


| 


| (.141:):- 
a Teſrimomal, that they are ſent on ſome , 
errand by God, to his Creature man, and 
yet that this ſhould be no Argument of 
* Gods Providence, nor at all prove that he. - 
| takes any care of mankind, is the. third 
and laſt part of the Riddle, whichT hum- 
bly beg you woull be pleaſed to unfold to 
Mme - Ts v | 
S. That I will, and very briefly too. 
We gather the Exiſtence of God, from 
known and received Notions, but if there 


> were any ſuperiour Power,that could'alter | 


theſe Notions, it mult neceſſarily deſtroy 
the very knowledge of a God, or at leait 
compel us to doubt of his Exiſtence. -- 

L. Itis not by Miracles, but by the 
very light of Nature that we underſtand, 
that there is a Being, {uperiour to our Fa- 
culties, who can alter them for the better 
or the worſe, according as he pleaſes. Bur - 
then the ſame reaſon tells us, that Truth is 

, one of his moſt adorable perfections, and 

from thence we conclude, that he has gi- 

ven us right Faculties, and will not become 
the Author of deceit. - But it ſeems, your 

Author thinks, that he can never be ſecure 

. of the Truth of his Faculties, if he ſhould 

once believe that there is a God, who is a 

Powerful and Voluntary Ageat. 

S, No, there is a further reaſon, for if - 


', .any thing be repugnant to Nature, it is 


repug- 


1 
1:3L 
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repugnant to thoſe firft Principles, from 
whence we conclude the Exiſterice of Na- 


ture-it ſelf. * And what certainty is there, 


if you deſtroy firſt Principles ? 
L. A Miracle is fo far from being re- 
pugnant' to firit Principles, that 1t'15 alto- 


gether declarative of them. Ts it not to . 


be admitted as a firſt Principle in reaſon, 


| That there is a God who made the World ? 


S. Heavens forbid T ſhould deny it. 


£L. And that can annihilate the World? 


S. I ſee no reaſon to deny it. | 

L. If then alteration' of ſome part of 
the Univerſe, be leſs than annihilation, 
you muſt granc it poſſible, and what then 


. Isthere in a Miracle, that. is repugnant to 


the firſt and- moſt obvious Principles of 
Reaſon? i i, 
S. But he tells you, that whether a Mi- 


racle be a work, either which proceeds 


from Natural cauſes, which cannot be ex- 
plained, .or has no other cauſe than the 
immediate Will of God, yet ftill it'exceeds 
the reach of humane underftanding, ' and 
we can underſtand” nothing from that, 
which exceeds the very Standard of our 
Faculties. / | | 
L. There is nothing in a Miracle, that 
exceeds the bounds of humane underſtan- 
ding, bur only the manner of the Divine 
Operation -in the'ProduQtion of it. Our 
ſenſes 
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ſcaſes bear Witneſs that the work is done, 


and. our reaſon concludes, that none but 
God could do it.- But we do not know the 
'mannerof the Divine Operation: Nor no 
| more do we' comprehend the manner of 


| | the Divine Operation;.in the Creation- of 


the World ; bur does it therefore follow, 
that. Creation,  becaule- it ' exceeds” the 
bounds of humane underſtanding,” can 
give us no true knowledge of the Effence, 


| . Exiſtence, or Providence of God #: : 4! +!) 


» FS. L cannot wellanſwer your-laſt Arga- 
ment ; butt the.' 724 page, Ithiok my 
> Author argues very well 3» viz. T hat if any 
thing was done, aboye the power of Natare,.or 
contrary to Nature, it wonld be repugnant to 
that Order, which God has appointed by; ant- 


ſuch a thing would make F doubt of all things, 
ana: bring us at laſt to: Atheiſm. tf, 


L. And pray-why, ſo?' What do you 
, underſtand by Nature, 'but thoſe: Laws of - 
Motion by which God does. preſerve the Unn- 
verſe in that Beauty and, Order wherein: we 
vow enjoy it ? Theſe weacknowledge to be 
ſufficient togive us knowledge of the Ext 
ftence and Wiſdom of God, vvhich-vvould 
be knoyvn by the Work of his hands, tho 
| there yvere no ſuch: thing as a: Miracle. 
. Nordovve ſay, That a Miracle i abſolutely 


\. neceſſary to paniſh ill men, ar to reward the 


good ; 


wverſal Laws to be eternal ; and the belief of _ 


b + ih 7! 
i: 8148 : 
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good-; God can.do that by his Providence, - ] 
_ and the fetled Courſe and Order of things: | 
And though God does itby Miracles ſome- | 
times, yerthat is not for wane of Power ro Þ 
ao it otherwiſe, but only that theſe Miracles | 
may the'more be con{xderedas Teſtimonials | 
of 4 Divine Miſſion. "Tho therefore the - | 
frequent interruption of the ſetled Courfe | 
of Nature, would'render the Endeavours - | 
of thoſe Vain, who gave their. minds to. 
the ſtudy of Nateral Philoſophy ; yet the 
interruption of it at-ſome certain Times and * | 
Seaſons, when God is pleaſed to communi- 
cateſome particular meſſage to mankind, 
15 220 'pbſtruttion to the ſtudy of Nature, and 
15a great. and neceſſary introduttion to. a 
compleater knowledge of che Will 'of 
God. "For what - proportion -of time is 
there between the Miraculous: Ages of -. 
Meſes-and our Sayiour, and: the durarion 
. Jof/ the VVorld ? And how {mall is the 
Number of well atteſted Miracles, in » 
i _ ' reſpett to all the other works of Na- . 
Wt me oo, gk 
i : * S.: Suppoſe there were real. Miracles, 
yet my- Author proves from Scripture, that - | 
they can lead us into no true Knowledge of 
God. For a Prophet 'of the | falſe Gods, | 
might work:Signs, and Wonders, awd yer de- | 
ſerve to: be Stoned for 'his. pains,” See Deat. | 
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4s A Miracle is an appeal to our ſenſes, 


. that what is done; is not done by any. Vi- 
ſible or Material Being- Butbecauſe ak 
n are Bad; as well as Good. Inviſible Agents, 

| | weareto Judge of the reality of a Mira- 


. Cle, by the:Good: or ill Doftrines, 'which 
it is alledged to: fapport.: "The Magicians 
_ of Pharaoh, and the. Pagan Priefts-in all 
Ages, alledged. Miracles, to deſtroy the 
true Notion-of 'x God, andto looſenall 
the ſacred:Bondsof- Morality bur neither 
| * were theſe Micactes well: fl Angſtet -NOF 


were! they to' be" regarded, beckuſe they. 


- tended only to Ae and..corrupt Natu - 
| ral 'Religion; and Natural /honeſty-'too 

. And indeed the Pagan Superſtition, ſcems 
+ to me-to have been nothing elſe but a Di- 


bolical Revelation of certain. Names-of 


' Deities, Rites; and Ceremonies, - as might 


| kbep! men furtheſt: from'God, and: corrupt 
_ | that /&zof.him;.-whichis ea enough to 
+ be deduced from the:Light.of 'Nature, It 
vv very phe that they: knew not the Ori- 
 ginsl. of rheir.own Religious: Rires* and 


. Ceremonies, 'for _ Tay: a in Se 
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Why poi " ; Mortal bee immorie rg 


Law 
Not math i Men hut h te Gods them: : 


elves 2 


That ever muſt reds cho vom £48 know | 
' The Fountain whegos- mw Unfing Rept: 


lets foe, » 


Nor indeed, i 1s it any a whatn chat = A 
thois 


ſhould nor know. the Original: of 


Rites and: Ceremonies ; which have no 


Foundation in Nature, nor wereſo much 
asof humane inſtitution, but ſhuffled into 
the world by the Fricks. and. Impoſtures 


be Authors of ſome things' that look. like 


- Bur tho:Eyal Spirits may - 


L; 


Ptopheſies, Miracle, or : Inſpiration, y&+ - 


they never: can-nor- will: do-any thing to 
eſtabliſh a Religion, that-gives a true No- 
tion of God, and 'Teaches a rational WOE 
ſhip of him;:and tends to.the. good-a 

benefit of mankind. If therefore we, bave 


diſtin Notioos of Moral Good and 'Eyil, 
and of. Natutal Rebgion,--we ,muſt have . 
_.diſtin& Notions of -the aft Effects. of. 


Good and of Evil Spirits. The Jews were 
very ſenſible, thtt one Evil.Spirit might by 
Collufongive place,orat leaf t0 give 


EY vane ro amiother ;\ and. chence'maliciouſly 


"> That: OR Saviour caſt out De- 
wits 


-. 


| 


© 


| 


our Saviours Anſwer is ful fie yer 


\ Satan be divited at <5 er F, BY 
' his Kingdom ſtark, chaſe "ye ſay 
' + taft out Devils by Par, Teck 3 I ha 


N amber of Mclſes's pretenited firatles. © 
© L. The Jews living in the tnidft of Tdo- 
- trous Nations, and Newly Etnancipa- 
» red from EgyprianSlavery, might' be ter 
ted to Att contrary t9 their reaſdn, it 
_ complyance to the' corrupt, cuſtomes of 


\, CRT - 
vils by Belzebub,; the Printe 


teach the true Worſhip of the true 'God, 


_ eſt out Devils by Satan, then Satan is 
his own Enemy, and Induftriouſly de- 
ftroys his own Tdolatrous Kingdom 
which with fo much pains he has plan 


i the World. - 
- 3. If there was fo much force in Mitt-p. 


. des, as- you' do- pretend, methinks, the 
' Miraculous Age of M oſes, ſhould- have 

been' moſt Religious of all, others, . but 
your own Bibles ſhew, That the, Irachites 
| | fell immediately into the Idolatrous W _ 


of - the 'Golden Calf, Notwithſtanding * 


thoſe who liv'd round os them. Bur 


- Tdo not think, that thereby rhey. chougft 


—— 


to relinquiſh the Worſhip of thetrue/God, . 


FE - Ta: the maniier of ic : r 
_- If the yet they were _ 
- Ted by Moſes to the 2A tg. 

And this muſt 2 > by yo 


byyo 
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to be vety much , for the honour of Re-. 
veaPd Religion, 'That the Worſbip of one 
Goa, was not the Legal Religion of any one. 


Nation, but that of the Jews only. _ 

S. I ſtill fear, that the Scriptures, by 
Gods doing, a thing, do mean no more, 
than his. permitting it 'to;be done by the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature... For (Sa. 


1. 9. Chap. 15. 16. verſes).' God is ſaid to _. 
zell Samuel in his Ear, 'that he 'would\ ſend 


Saul anto him, and yet it appears, that Saul 


came to him, as led by Natural Motives, Viz. * 
to ſeek his Fathers Aſſes. In the 10 5 Pf, 


earts. 


24th Verſe. It is ſaid, God turned the hear, 
of. the Egyptians, to hate his People.; in the 


P- 75-/ firſt: of Exodus, # Natyral cauſe is render'd | 


of that averſion. | 


| L. Suppoſe you ſhould hear a poor man, - 
_ that has receiv'd an Alms of a, ſtranger, 
fay to himſelf, God, has Jent me relief; Could - 
you . from hence conclude, that this Poor 


Man believ'd, That. God never. was the Au- 
thor .of a Miratle, but always wrought by 


Nataral cauſes? 


MT if cont, L fe no reafa for 


Ly 


to conclude, that becauſe the Scrip- 


ture. { 


done by God, therefore'God never works 


in a Supernatural manner... For rho Saul +: 
| ot ; ty = nba ſeem s. | 


F Pi 


_ L. Ng: more ought your Author ridicu- 
ouſly to conclude, that b Scrip- | 
s.0t ſome. Natural : things, as. 


a 


(1489) 


 ſerms to be led to Samuel by Natural cauſes, 


| 72 the prediftion to Samuel, that Saul ſbould 


» certainly come to him, that he ſhould be Kjng 
1 of Iſrael, maſt needs be aſcribed to. a Super-, 
natural Power. "The Heart of the Egypti- 


ans mas turned rp the C ildren of Iſra- 


el, becauſe they feared their. Numbers ; But 


what. natural reaſon can be given of all: 


| thoſe other Signs and Wonders, which are 
| rg eds in the ſame Pſalm ? | 


S, I mu 


Exod. 1... 


confeſs ingenuouly, that if all 


things were done” by Moſes and our Savi-. 


our,”1n that exact manner, according. to 
| which they are related, it'is impoſſible to 
| givea ſolution of them by Natural cauſes, 
_ eſpecally, if Natural cauſes do, always 


| work in a fixt and unmoveable order. But. 
. my Author very judicioaſly Thews, that 


there' are many Circumſtances in. a Mira- 


cially, when they are Sung in a Poetic 


- Stile, which if they | were expreſſed, 
would plainly. ſhew, that whart.we now. . 


- admire as Supernatural,. was only an effect 
of Natural” cauſes: And not only fo, but 
many.Circumſtances of the Miracles re- 

L corded, do ſhew that they required Na- 
© tural cauſes, to. bring them to 'perfeftion. 


| - See Exod. 9. V. 10, \ Moſes could not bring : 


- 


Z 


 boyls upon the Egyptians, withour firſt. throws. 
| gz up Aſpes in 


L,3 


\ 


the Air And Exod. 14. 
| - 4. 
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ded 'by a Hxong Eaft Wind. Eliſha lay «por 


_ the Child, that was ſuppoſe to be Dead, and 
fo reviv'd bim- by the heat of his Body, In 


ſhort, if any thing is reported in 


is added by ſome ba 42 Perſons, 
who deſign*d to impoſe a F 
World. | | 


\ L. A' tedious relarion of impertinent. 

' Circumſtances, is avoided by all Judicious, > 
'and Faithful Hiſtorians. But to omit Cir- | 
 cumſtances rhat' are material, and the ' 


Knowledge of which alters the very Na- 
ture and Denomination of an Aftion, is a, 


Trick only of knaves and impoſtors. If _ 
therefore Moſes and the Arne oi: in- 
thoſe Books which are plainly Hiſtorical, 


did delignedly 


immediate- Works of God, whatever cre- 


dit. their Writings chighthave met with in | 
After: Ages, they cquld - have faund none. -/ 


[; 


ONS, 


mt 


% 


i 
- 


able upon the 


_ 4 


| Scripture, that is diretily - repugnant to. 
the Laws of Nature, or cannot follow 
from them, my Authors opmion is,” that it 


zMy omit thoſe Circymſtan- . 
- &es of Afton, which, would have con- 
'vinced the world, that thoſe were - only © 
the Wor ks of Nature, which they W ould 8 


- 'In their” qwn. + Far the Jews. that ſaw-_ 
- what was done by Moſes, would have' 
known by the Circumſtances of the AQti- 


21. Weread, That the Red Sea was djvi-_ | 


H 


mo 


©" Partial. and the 
_-&\wviy, Friends. and” Diſciples. "Tt 18 a Nl ! 
 Infinuations of your on that eee 
are-for the rio | tick 
-fianner; \ for rhey'ate hiftor 1 all Tek 
+ motives fe th credibihiry -q 


( 151.) 
ors; that were ; deſigned! omitted, that 
whatever he might 969% there was no- 


|, thing in them, but what was: effefted by 


' theſole Power of Natore:*And tiow then 
could he: have perſwaded the Jews of his 
own 'Age, that he was fent- from God ? 


-Orhow: conld he have'mate fo many falſe © 


"Revelations publick; in the hight of the: 
"ile Nation?" And why ſhould they be 
ſuch Fools,” as" t&ereft 2 Government bY 
_ * Church and' State, -upoir #'T6undation, 
© ; which they of that Age mult needs have Þ- 
known'tobt tooweak to ſippgrt ir! ? 
whar' Face could var Saviour; tell che Jews 
_of is Age; thartiis works'teftify'd of him, 

" there was nothit 7 in cher Miriraculo 


vnfairhfu Rel: tion” of h 


mo 


mor "rl the webs Tiftotical A Ac- 


count of Hoſes. But withwhatimpudence, 
if not affe&ted ignorance;does your Author 


- Affirea, that the ' Circumftances of ſome 


AQtons; recordedas Miracles in'Scriprute, 
Sai - 4 : ag 


4 ( 152) 
"kr were feed byNatu-:* | 


ithout thi owing gy Alpes, 4 Fad 5 
W4.. ; __ a, _ pf. Gad, command ded. 4s 
',BFY E Exod. 9 Logger kg 2k FR gares:0f.' FB6, EY | 

_ | 19%, . 20s, , VI paper Author: 1 Philoſophis | 


Wil _ te praces ble Tart I Mary by jap 
8 _ - 2 hitile Duft or Aſhes.in the: Air,, mighe. 
| "bring Scabsand. a; ; Pon a ot 


tes, ied i 
now, are. Fw Nam means Hoſe A oy f 
D ..the Locuſts, : but fuchi.as * 
HE by I; OH 4s.  Mirgealogs, as if. Sg 
had i reated Locuſts; in the ht of of the Bgy "= 
i apliger ew, Ts tobe. 
of our Savipurs curing th the: blind man. g's 
engentiug bis EnegwithClay made. of his Spit- yh 
_ | te, m which the Jews «cknowleaged to be « Min | 
Wl. rae, and ſo. myſt. your Author too, 'mnleſs 
01 oh; he. will undredke | £0 care, Binds by applicati- IN 
| 07. of the fame rt rd, .. But: your: Apthon, 
js now come. to his laftremedy, Yis.. To 
i wt thew] wr Hiſtory of Moſes apd the 4 
wh FIOs 
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' keg, no revſons for. his diffent, Tf 


4 : 


WY ) 
Prophets, and-our S,. where. it does at all 
| pole. his. DoQtrine of Miaecrial; or. Cor- 
. poreal neceſſity.; and-therefore ſince he, al- 


sfaction:to thoſe any; Poullons Ti#a- 


' F "riſes ths have been Woore upon that Sub- 


ty My Author ſhews,, -that your-o own. 


Bibles do aſſert, tharche Courſe of. Nature 
is fixed and immutable. * So you readin 


| * the 148th.Pfaten. - He hath alſo Eitabliſhed 


them, (i.e. the heavens) for ever andever ; - 
be hath made a decree which: ſhall not Paſs;* 
L.- All that you can'infer from. hence, 
is 5 this, Viz, That the Heavens po of : al 
/ long duration the Hebrews. making no dif- 
ference between Eternity and'a very. long 
- Continuation of , Time, ”-Or-at moſt, that 
; ſome of. the Caleſtial;Bodys, will not. be 
 diffolved © >- and//that' the very :Heavens 
« are ſo-Sabje&t ro-the Decrees and:Laws of | 
God, thax-no caſual, Concourſe of Am, 
ſhall be able to refiſt his will. 
 'S. But Pray (obſerve the: Words of 'S0- 
_ anion, | the" greateſt” Philofopher. of the 
rewiſh Nation, Ecclef,'x, 9, and IO. verſes. 
VT. thing. which: hath been,: it is that -mhich. 
 ſball be, and that which is done, is that mhith 
foal be done, and there is no new. thing under 
* the $ un. 10, there any thing whereof it 


may 


\ : \ 


( 154 ) 
s) be ſaid, this'ss new? it hath bees alreatly 
ry 4d whieh- hath been befot# us," 86. 
E. If you would beplcaſed: tocalt your » 
Bye upon the Sth verſe of thar Chapter, 
you wlllfind that Solomornis there Kr 
of” the toyl, labour, and fatie of al} - 


is New, bur the old Vexations of Humane 
' Life, return! continually” k uch i$—as 70 
| Firgi not enaytly ex relſes it, 


——Redir lebor afPurs i 277 Orbem. 


Bin here ionhe dis" worts, hey tus « oy 
rehtion to: Miracles, OR 
of reaſon be diſtorted to that .. For / 
Solomons meaning is, that nothing | 
was' New in-his Time, nor would be for - 
the future, what is this to the Dotrine of . 
Miracles' ? for Miracles were -no' New 
Fhings in the- Fime-of Solomon, for” they | 
commenced/almoſt with-the Beginningof | Fr 
_ the World, Aram el they might 2 
n again and again; et NOnew't 
Fats the World!” : - 
*S. Bur what think you, of the I ath I 
verſe of the third Chapter of *Eceleſ. 1 | 
know that whatſoever" God: doeth, it (ball be © 
ever, nothing -can be put to it, non'any 
thing" taken” from it, and God doeth 7, Has" 


' men. Ives fear before him. x 
\ p OT 
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| ' .God, could mean thereby, 
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diate Power of- 


| realogadſenets. { afſe 


(155) 
-£. I thak Solomon: declares 
WO Layne perfor wisc The Pere. 


feltion and Stability of: all the Warks of Na 


tare, which nothing can alter but. the imme- 

God by whom all things were 
at- firſt Created. Bug: I can never think, 
that So/omon,who had right conceptionsof | 
that Godihad 
diveſted hiraſelt of the: Power of Afting 


. contrary to the-Laws: of Motion: of his 
. Own. makig 


Bur only thar he does: it” 
-not to: ſapport: the Univerſe, 
might. continme/ as ivis without it, 


" ſeldom, 
which: 


bur to-txansfer ſome: partof /his Authori- 


Ys to. thoſe wha: are: Commulſioned by | 


I 3 I muſtIngenuouſly confeſs, you have 
Croke: ſeveral . of © thoſe. prejudices, 
which I have imbibed from this Au- 
. thot;- and- I to ſee mare ,of the | 


et heater en kiade Jie 
(till -F would beg, your- affiſtante, "to 
Ut two' doubys,. which, do much. Per- 


plex-me. 


r. The firſt is; back Namral. Religi- 


'Qn is grounded upon Reaſon, ; why is: | 


it -vor a. better guide to. Happineſs than 


_ reveaſd "05 Key which, ſtands __—_— 


ther y hs an Hiſtorical baſis! e 


2, If 


We ( 156 F. | 
17 - 2: I theway'to happineſs 1 is contain: 


= © way: to come to a-right underſtanding 
|| x of them ?' ih ip 


worthy: your* labour, to" meet meat any 


that you can expe from me. 


attend you. Hy 


 : __ Revelativg, we had been involyed in ig- 
: - rance, ps miſery, and'that the Light 
A Nature, could not have ſhew'd us the. 
 y to true Happine. DI I 


08; _- edi the Scriptures, which: is "the beſt * 


WY [NR 

IT 8 ,- - , -. -*Is Bow! impoſe a” greater task upon 
Wh { 1% me, than I am-able to undergo, after" 
Mt fo! long a fatigue. ' But if you think: it, 


-other ;convenient Time; -I will deliver 
"g- ' ry Thoughts -uport - thoſe © Subjets, ' 
Wy. ' with all the- brevity! and perſpiculty, 


Wil S. Your: 'propoſal-i isfair and getierous.; _ 
| SE I will. wait your: leifure to: morrow 
orning'; inthe meantime all Ons 


"Cc nference V. 
- 7 . Ell Sir have you confiler jo | 
/V what lake Night I propounded . 
; toyou ? 


; / 2D Z 
11 CS -L;' Yes, T have, and hope to make it 
3188 | evident unto you, that without Divine. 


ot of > o "1 4. EN 
, me _E” & #- 
F - 


( 17.) 
S. That's. the / thing I defire, to hear 

i from you.- _- - 

;þ, -- L. I hope, you. will, grant, that the 


2 Soul is immortal, and at leaſt capable of ® . 
| laſting Happineſs or Miſery... SIEEES : 


|  S. I was always. one of thoſe Deiſts, 
| which never did deny-it.; altho I know 
| thereare ſome whovery. confidently. do-..: 
IR © on ve ent Man, ge 
y ppy,. till it be [pretty ſecure of, 
x Pkg a future State, or ar. leaſt, - 
.* freed from the danger of Laving i in \perpe- Sh 
|... tual tormments. / Ms 
[.--, $8. Emuſt nfeC this Zo bates. of all HE 5 
|. thoſe who give, themſelyes any. tolerable if. 
.. liberty of kn. - 
| £. Then you will grant alſo, that the 
_ |  greatercertainty men have, bort'of, whar, * 
 } true Happineſs 1s, and how 'it may be. > OY 
them, fo. much ty; dexter ' it, . 17 rior | "ng 


v1.4 5% "None candoubtit. 6, Fe. 0p 4 

770 "9G 5 \Thea-it follows, . that. the C nfip-:. 

a mation of Natural Li ht, by. Ran gon, | 

'4 - 15, one. oe arid > fits t ah A: 
£an-- 1n tnis: ar ow. iViahy- 

T7,” . S$.-But: what Cofirmaniant Ts ( 
. receive; from- Hiſtory ? This ſeems tome; 

| | tobe like the Suns' reeoiyings: .ight from a _ 

209 ; farting Candle. Bet EE &, 


— L A" 


F 2 FSW... 
WR 1. 


two reſpeQts. Firſt, becauſe many thin 


Mankind. 


(1 58 » 1 
452 T'e! underſtand: this well, we wuſt | 
ace: that there are as it were 3 Me- | 


dittms of certainty,” by-which the mind of 
Man arrives t© the Kaowledpe 
"The firft is Reaſon, which. 


of Truth. 


common, plain, and univerſal Notions; and - 
draws right conchufions from them... The 
ſecond is-Senſe, by which we Judge of the 
Trath of Matr&rs of 'F4&; and urecertain 


_ of *what Impreſſions ' Fxcernal objes ; 


do make wpon our Organs, tho'it' does dif - 
cover tous, the true Nature of things, 
and the third is Revelation, to'whith we 
aſſent, becauſe we are alſured 'it comes * 


| from God, the Fountain of Trach+s Now | 


tho Reaſon and Senſe, are the  Me- 
diums of certainty.in the works of Nature, 


with which the Scriprutes do- not directly - 
meddle,'yet Reaſon is defeQtive in ſhewing ".J 


us the way to ſupernatural Happineſs in 


belongin 'thereunto; are 'tiot 'deducible 
In alone. And Secondly, becauſe 
ings that are deddcible from | 
in their own Nature, yet ate not 
lly oa by the Generality | of 


8. Pray, Sir Sir, a little Explanation : You 
frem- now hw Sorrater m wa pan, to -') 


k ſ 


"< 


« 4 7 . 
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chends 
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( 159; ) 
L. It js aotdedacible from reaſon alone, * 
| by God. will. never anrihilate the.Soul ; 
| Or whos will be/its. future, State, or that 
! hewall forgive great-Sins, upon condition 
of Repentance ; or that there are 3. Per- 
- ſons 'in_ the, Trinity ;. or that the Son of 
| God would be Incarnate in the Fleſh; or- 
| make GatisfaRtion for. $1ns;z with other At 
of;. the like Nature. _ 
ut it is 'dedueible, :that- ins 
Goa, and thathe'is to be lovd,and fear'd, - 


| * andthat qur Neighbour is not to be injuifd, 


and thag temperance .is: £110 pre- 
+rve oY . wealth, and reputation. . n 
mult that nat; one 


| bolf 2 d "Naoral Religion, ' or) Morality, 


4 was is, deducible Fran reaſon,: whs-ever 


ly. thence deduced by/ one half, of - 
nd. What is more obvious tarea+ 

__ fon, than the Unity and lity; of. 
| the Godhead, a0) is was more com- 


| of many Deiiesand Corporcal Bagrais 
tations of. the God ? Fx t du x 
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than juſt to- ſerve the uſes'of t 
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:Tho. therefore calc /is Natural to. 
all Men yer;it: does.cior follow; that all 
 menare endued with all poſſible; 


Op 


;- heary or: (nchres 
done, whichreaſon'te 
inviſible Power af God, an 
Peridn:that. performs:t * ond if the 
om rbeDivine, the Ts ww rells/us, 


that 


us 
__ 


m_ 
=> = 
9—— 


i 


\F to mater and Aft as it were 
[ins nſort; it forces the aſſefit of all forts. - 
V3 


ol 


: [ 7 | hrs zthanner, ag would convince _— ren-; | Ws, 

| <fowof the Learned, and the very-ſenſes of- ES 
part of mankind; and this 
could bedone ng'other way {6 commod 
Tots as by Propheſic and Mixacles.' © 
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S. Your reaſon, gos 
If ſome. + 
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\ſee bow. that. 
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by 


' 06s from reaſon; 'but havt'nosÞi 
AStially dechiced- "by the 68 of 
ar ws tnabkind-- os Fog =1S 
- $. T ſhould flee a better” Opiate of 
"Serine, if you could give me _fome 
2 rules, 
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Hh confulion «1 in BY leaning if it be 
"15 -not carefully reſolved into its firſt Princi- 


ture, i5/put to fignify.only, a ri ge 
eh enſon of what-is the true ſenſe 


Hm ' ſens, in. plain''and proper' terms: And 
5. ales belongs to-every_ individual Man, to 
we. - = whom the Goſpel is Preached. For every 
WA ' _- manhasarightto we i OY thoſe-truths . 
Way "tha are a-like- beneficial to all mankind, : 
RY. © - and which are'therefore-promulged, that 
|| Cas key may. be made known unto:all : And _ 
ml” . .  ,  aSevery man-hisa right to: underſtand as 
mn  _ +» much as he can of Divine truths, {: alſo 
'  ....,., may he Communicate that knowledge | by 
4 Tg ' Speech to others, tho the publick-Exerci 
>. --., of that Office, do:moſt re deey nah 
© -the Miniſters of God. But others, by th 
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| er of affixing what ſenſe they: pleaſe upon 
” - he Scriptures, and conftraining others: to. 
if RE =T7 admir the-ſame, be-it what i it will, astrue 
wm. "and genuine. But ſuch a n Authority as 
UF. -, -+ - © this, can. neither-belong to' every Private 
Yi ++», + man, nor'to any human Power:whatſoe- 
©" _ "ver, For no-mancan have Authority, from . 
USE. ritth, to:oppole truth it ſelf, 
Wh: -.. --andir is grobs. non-ſenſe; to--call Contra- 
wW3 ow of Scripture, 'an' Interpretation of 
4 i'N EE: ER OE + There 1 15'N0 ro0M for Pn, 

pn eG , ut 


- For: firſt, ſometimes «0 interpret 
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=. - word Interpret, do underftand, the Pow: 
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| *-cunnifg Poſiticiass. | What'is 'more: plain 
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but plain Texts-expound ther ives 


to'pretend that every/man: has'a rh hl ? "of "Np 


- ealy, expreſs,” and -intelligible” Texts/of IS 
Nr 15 as much as'to' ay, ma er - "i *:*1— "0 
Tas a ri ight to be'a Fool, and to deceive him 1. fjam- | 


| - ſelf; a to live in Error, and: be nar ay 3 . antho- ; 
F R the ignorance of thoſe things, that moſt commer. | 


cerp his Happineſs, and to give the: £56 to Fhiy + "X.*715- 00 
4 great Creator. Inftead "of beheving- tie. RED 
* Scriptures, to be the Word of God,:every Wn 
private man, according to. your: Authors. > > 
SF - Wl rms may believe them lawfully 6-7 
| be the invention of- Sathan; or thedifates © © 


than” our. Saviours: words, | ' Mar. 6. - > 
Verſes. \Go yau into all\the World, © + er 
/; P reach the Goſpel unto every Creatnre.”: i #E * et oO Pn 

©. "that believeth-and is baptized all be linet, EE 
- bat he that believeth Nor” ball be  danmed.. | 267 by 0 
'' Suppoſe a' 'man' diſcourſing "upon -- 7 6M 
words, ſhould pretend toteach' Ty 7 1 


* mh 
£% " 


- 70. man ought "1 elieve. "Hur "Jeſu. 5s tho: er 
. Meſſiah, and that there i5/no Condemnation © 4 
0 anbelicvers either in thix World, or inthe © 8 

"World to come.” Would you call this: an ES - 
"Interpretation of that Text of Scripture? - | 
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+ $:/Notif las in my right Setiſes. 
+ L; Andyet your prodigal Autlior gives 
thislarge A uthority.to eve Lore Man, # 
of. ing Scripture-a this abſurd, 7 
and erroneous manner. wy 
$. Perhaps, heanly means, it is in every 
Mars. Power to: Interpret ne apa 4s. he 
ay es. WS FOE 
L. $0 it is inevery/M fan's power tobe. 
 Erroncous, and to Act ap eee to the Law -. 
of 1Natwre ; but. has: he therefore a fight , 
to Maraer, ' Steal, or commit Adultery ? But - 
he does not only- ſay,Summun j Jus libere ſen- 
| tHendi | de Religione penes- Ones 
Pp. 103. fe, but, Summenm Aurhi hae Sexe Harem - 
ad; apud wunid ] 7 
.: $6,-Methinks the right of Interpreting 
Scripture;oughtrather. to be given to ſome 
Body of Men, who are moſt like] y to pre» 
ferveit. 
__-L: I have already. ſhew'd you,. That - 
6 ontradittion i £5-30 Interpretation, and, that 
_ ro Flumane power, can bave Authority toop- 
Foe : Davine Revelation, whlels you -could | 
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that; ; for now I begin-to-hate the very 


-name of Deiſw, as'it ſtands Oppoſed to the 
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L. And youwould hateit more, ifyou = 


conſidered, from'the Dregs: of how ma 


rality, and uſe of right reaſor/in theWorld. 


| From. the Papi#s, it takes the Doftrine | 
Deficienty, and Obſcarity' of the\ Scriptures, 


and the neceſſity of a Living Interpreter. 


\ From the Quakers,it take the Doftrine ofiSee chap. 
| +» ofthe Light within, as ſufficient to: Salvati- 12 dy” 
on, (wtnch he calls, The Law of Naturegnd "+945 


they term, the Spiris, ) andof villifying: the - 
Scriptures, as meer Paper, and Tnk;-as he 


_ - expreſly calls *em, C 4.12: Pag-- 145. 
* Vereor ne nimis ſantti; &cSimmulachraet ima- 


gines, hac "eſt C hartanm &t atrumentum pro 


Ger one” adorent. In which words, he 


makes Reverencing the'Scriptures, to be Ih 
kind of Idolarry: E From the Independent, wt 

takes theRenunciation ofCatbolickCommunis 
on,and makes everyMan,as they foevery- 
Congregation, to; be a Churchas it were to | 


 himfelf,and it borrows ſomething of-the © 
 Dodrine of Fatal Neceſſity from"the rigid 
| Prechyterian. Thenagigo'its tendency-to 
Tmmorality, it. takes fm us all- certainty 
of the means of Gract, and hope of Glory, 
through the Mediation of our 1 Ble ſed & 


and leaves us nothing to Ador 
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